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SERIOUS DEFENCE
Of fonie late Measures of the

ADMINISTRATION.

IT
being the Duty of every Member of

the Community to adl in his proper

Sphere for the Benefit of the Public, I

have, at this Crifis of Adirs, when,

there feemeth to be fo great Occafion for Pa-

triotifm in every Sha^'C to exert itfelf, em-
ployed fome of my vacant Hours, in mak-
ing Inquiries fjlted ::o the prefent State of the

Nation. And I am not without my Hopes
that 1 (hall be able, in the following Sheets, to

expofe to public View, fuch hidden Trea-

fures of wife Policy in the Condudl of the

A' —n, as muft filence the Clamors

of the Difaffedted, and fatisfy every Lover of

his Coiintry, that, however gloomy the pre-

fent Profped: ot Affairs be, the Sagacity of

bur Rulers hath provided proper Remedies,

A 2 and
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and planned a Scheme which, in due Time,
will raife the Glory of England to its former

Height, and render this Nation once more
the Terror of France.

The Tranfadions of thefe three or four laft

Months (not lefs myfterious in their Caufes,

than they have been melancholy in theirEvent)

while they have furnifhed fo copious a Field

for our Ballad-makers, Print-fellers, and
News- Writers to difplay their Talents for

Satire and Ridicule, have had a more ferious

Effed upon me,who have fludled manyYears
at the Fire- fide of that illuftrious School

of Politicks, ufually called the Smyrna Coffee-

Uoii/e^undcr thofe confummate Adepts in that

Science, who read daily Lectures at that

Place. And the Reflexions which have oc-

curred to me upon the Occafion, are of fuch

Confequence as well to delerve the public At-

teniion. Nay, I flatter myfelf, that the

Particulars which I {hall communicate, will,

tho' tlicy be of a political kind, be favour-

ably received not only by my learned Coun-
trymen, but alfo by my fair Countrywomen,
as I fliall make them acquainted with a

Scheme,which the Government hath contriv'd

for the public Happinefs, the Execution of
which will greatly advance the private Sa-

tisfadion of the Females of Great Bri-

tain.

Though
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Though our Misfortunes and Dlfgraces in

the Mediterranean^ hdve, of late, been the

general Topic of Con verfation, few or none

of my Countrymen, fo far as I obferve, have

reafoned upon them with Propriety, or traced

them to their proper Source ; but have con-

tented themfelves with affigning Caufes,

which, when examined, do not appear ade-

quate to the Effecl.

Thus fome have pleafed themfelves with

throwing all the Blame upon the Miniftry at

home, who have been accufed of want of

Abilities or watit of Honefty, of having neg-

leded or betrayed their Truit ; and it hath

been no unufual Fund of Clamor againfl:

them, that ^hey deferred fending a Fleet in-

to the Mediterranean, till it was too late to

fave our PofTeffions there, and at laft, fent it

fo we?k as to be unable to fave them even if

it had failed m-ich fooner. But Gentlemen

who reafon in this Manner, are not aware

that unanfwerabie Aiguir^^nts may be urg-

ed, to free the Adminiftration from any

E';ame on this Head. In a Word, \ht French

Preparations for invading Britain^ could not

but alarm the wife Patriots who prefide in

the Cabinet. For tho' Admiral Hawke was
fent to cruize off Bre/l^ in the beginning of

Ma ch, with a Fleet fuperior to that of the

Enemy, blocked up there ; tho' a vaft Fleet

befides, lay at Spithead ready to defend our

Coads

;
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Coafts ; and tho' it was well known, that

no Ships were colledled in any Port o^ France

for an Imbarkation of Troops, except at

Toulon ; yet as Marechal Belleijle^ who knew
the Road to Windfor^ had been nominated

General upon th Sea-Coaftsj as the French

Minilters at foreign Courts, who cannot be

fuppofed to be Politicians at the Expence of

Truth, made no Secret of the intended In-,

vafion of Fngland'., and as the Dutch Ga-
zettes, remarkable for conveying authent-W-

Intelligence, gave us formidable Accounts of

French Troops marching to the Sea all the

Way from Bayonne to Du?ikirky in order tot

go on board the jiat-bottoni d Boats prepar-

ed to tranfport them j thefe and other e-

qually fubftantial Reaforis, could not but

alarm a wife and prudent Adminiftration,

who could fpare no Succour to Minorca

^

while we were in fuch imminent Danger in

Fngland \ a Danger which continued as great

as ever, till the Arrival of our Hanoverian

and Heffian Friends, whofe very Name fo in-

timidated the boafting French^ that no fooner

were the Orders given for bringing them over,

than the Talk of an Invafion was at an End.

And then, but not till then, it became pru-

dent to fpare from our own Defence, that

mod potent Fleet of Jen Sail^ for the Re-

lief of Minorcaf the Exploits of which have

been
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been celebrited in fo many immortal Pro-

ductions of Gruh-llreet.

But, even tho' there had not been any folid

Grounds for apprehending a French Invafion

at home, the M— y have much to fay to

free themfelves from any Blame on Account

of the Lofs oi Minorca. For whoever looks

into the Map, and obferves the great

Diftance of l^oido?i, will not wonder that

what was doing there, fhould be a Secret in

'England. Who could have imagined it pof-

fible that a Fleet of twelve Men of War
fhoUld be equipped with the fame Expedi-

tion, that a Set of Horfes can be put to a
Coach? Could our M ^rs, who are no
Conjurers, know that the Gemefe would fend

two thoufand Sailors to Toulon "i Or can they

be blamed, for not having Intelligence of the

Strength and Motions of the Enemy there,

as this could not be obtained without En-
couragement to the detefted Race of Spies,

and without fending abroad the public Trea-
fure? For in the prefent deplorable State of
our Finances, inftead of being blameable, it

ought to be looked upon as a laudable In-

ftance of Frugality in the A n, that

they rather chofe to run the Rifk of lofmg
Minorca^ than to export one fingle Farthing
iov foreign Bribery, which might have put
it out of their Power to furnifh the nccelfa-

ry Sums for i/u/^^^-Cpnfumption.

As
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As therefore, it is fo inconteftably made
out, from the above Particulars, that noB'ame
is to be thrown upon the Miniftry, others,

with whom I have converfed, turn their In-

quiries and Indignation from the Cabinet

Council 2it home, to ihe Cabin Council sbrozd ;

fiom cur Minifters to our Admiral j and,

being unwilling to allow any Sufpicions to

be entertained which might derogate fiom our

national Character, or contradidt this felf-

evicent Truth, that One Ejigli/hman is a

Match for l^hree Fj'e?2chmen^ have afTerted

that under any other Commander belides

Byng^ thirteen Englijh Men of War, would
have blown Galijjofiiere'?, Fleet out of the

Water.

For my own Part, I frankly own myfelf

diffatisfied with this Way of talking, and I

equally acquit the Vice-Admiral, and the

Foretop-mall of the Intrepide (on which he

hath laid all theB]ame)from being theCaufes

why an interior French Fleet, fhould make
a fuperior Rnglip One run away. This

Phcenomenon being entirely new, fome Caufe

muft be affigned for it, which did not be-

gin to operate till 7icw. Accordingly, I

think, I have difcovered what this Caufe is,

by fuppofing that the Fault is not perfonal to

any Individual, but to be traced in the gene-

ral Difpofition of the Nation; in a Word,

that the Breed of our Britons is changed from

6 what
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what it was, when we conquered Trance

under our Edwards and Hejirys^ and tri-

- umphed upon the Ocean under our Blahs

and Ruffels.

That there may be fach a Thing as Na-
tions falhng into a State of ImbecHity, is ea-

fily to be conceived. For as the ftrongefl

and hardieft Conftitution may, by various

Caufe?, become he6ticai and conlumptive ;

in like manner the braved and moil fpirited

Nation may degenerate into a Race of Slaves

aiid Poltrons. And 1 think, I (hall be able

to affign inconieftable Proofs that the pre-

fent Race of Brito?is are thus degenerated.

Firft, then, unlefs we admit that the In-

habitants in this Countiy ^ ave fallen from

the martial Charad:er of thi ir Anceftors, it

will be impoilible to account ioi the Legifla-

ture's i.ot pafling, in the lail Sciilons, a

Militia Bill, Admitted though it was on

all Hands, that there was a Neceffity of

having a ftanding, internal Force, for the

Security of the liland againll: an invading

Enemy ; a"«i though it was allowed, that

we fhould never be able to exert our Supe-

riority at Sea, while fuch an internal Force

was wanting ;
yet, notwithftanding, when

it was pro'jofcd in Parliament, to arm
threefcore thoufand Natives of E?i!ila?id to-

be in readinefs to defend it, the Bill was re-

jected by the open and unrefcrved Oppofi-

B tion
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^ion of his Majefty's beft -Friends, whofe
Condacft upon that Occafion, can be ex-

plained upon no other Suppofirion, but this,

that in their Opinion, which no doubt was
well-founded, Englijhmen were not fit to be

intrufted with theCare of their own Liberties,

And, indeed, the noble and learned Lord,

whofe laboured Harangue, convinced the au-

guft Affembly where he prefides, that i^

would be wrong to put Arms into the Hands
pf Englijhtnen, fpojce his Mind plainly, when
he faid, that the Difpofition of the People

of this Country was turned to Comnerce,

and not tto Arms ; and that ]VIanufa(flures

and Militias were inconjijient. A plair^

I'roof, that in the Opinion of this great

M r, a martial Spirit is no longer

an Ingredient in the Charader of J3/;^///7j-

tnen.

But, fecondly, unlefs we admit the De-
generacy of the prefent Race, we fhill ne-

ver be able to affign any fufficient Reafon,

why io many are advanced to Military Ho-
nours, and Commands, who fe^m to think

it no Part of their Duty to fif^ht. We can-

Tior, certainly, take a better Method of form-

ing a Judgment of the national Stock of

Co^rage, than to obfcrve the Behaviour of

thqfe Gentlemen who are intrufted with the

Sword, and ihoughr, by that Great and Skil-

ful Perfonage who governs our Army, to be
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fit for high Rank, and extenfive Command,
For in an Age and Country fo remarkable
as ours is, for rewarding Merit, it is well

known that neither Parliamentary nor Pecu-
niary Intereft, Family Connexions, nor^ in

ihort, any Qualifications but perfonal Bra-
very, and long Service, can be a Recommen-
dation to Preferment. We may conclude^

therefore, if any Regard is to be paid to this

Rule, that the General and Colonels who,
when ordered to repair to their Pofts at Mi-
norca^ officioufly voted, in a Council of War
where they had no Right to fit, againft mak-
ing any Attempt which might be the Means
of expofing themfelves to Danger, are as

brave as any Efiglifi?ne?i can be : Becaufe

we cannot fuppofe that Gentlemen who fcem
to have no Inclination for fighting could have
been advanced in our Service where Merit is

always rewarded, if others, who hadfuch an
inclination, could have been found. Be-
fides, is it to be imagined, that thefe Offi-

cers would have been permitted to be abfent

from their Pojis at Minorca endangered by
hoflile Invafion, had it not been known that

they receive their Pay, not fo much that

they might fight ihtforeign Enemys of Bri'

tain, as that they might fight the dome/lie

Enemys of the M y, and keep clofe to

their Poft at home, obferving flri(5t Difci-

pline and obeying Orders, upon Days of

B 2
*
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Action, when Numbers always gain the

Visf^ory ?—Had thefe Reflexions been attend-

ed to, we (hould never have heard any
Blame thrown upon thofe who made Choice

of a Sh y to ruin our Affairs in Ameri^

ca, or of a B g and M n to difgrace

the Englifj Flag. Nor would the Adt of

Settlement have been broken, by the Ap-
pointment of Foreign Officers to command
our Americans^ had not our wife Rulers

known that our national Siock of Courage

was exhiufted.

Our Misfortunes then being occafioned,

not by the perfonal Cowardice of a few Com-
manders improperly chofen, but by a general

Degeneracy of the whole Nation, it muft

give the moft ftnfible Sati-Lcflion to every

Lover of his Country to find that thofe great

and good Men, who guide our Councils,

ready to difplay their Political Talents in

Schemes calculated for the Advantage of his

Majejlfs Dominions^ and fully fenfible of the

Degeneracy of the Breed of Englifimen,

have thought of a Meafure excellently well

calculated to enrich our impoverifhed Bloody

and reftore Strength to our enervated Sta^

?nina ; a Meafure which they have, un-

known to u?, already begun to put in Exe-
cution, and which, as opened and illuftrat-

ed by me, at prefent, I am confident will

meet
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meet with unlverfal Applaufe, and endear the

Contrivers of it to their grateful Country.

As the ancient Philolbphtrs, finding the

Underftandings of the Vulgar too weak to

bear the glare of Truth, openly profeiTed

One Opinion, while they, in fecret, believed

another ; in the fame Manner^ wife Politi-

cians conceal from the Public the real Views

and Motives of their Conduft. Hence, as

the Philofophers have been run down for

having taught Dodrines which they really

rejeded, fo hath the Conduct of Politicians

been condemned, merely becaufe it was not

underftood ; and it hath frequently happen-

ed that Schemes of the moft refined and im-

penetrable Policy, and of the moft extenfive

national Benefit, unlefs commented upon and

illuftrated by fuch careful Obfervers as I am,

are ridiculed as weak, and condemned as

wicked Meafures.

This hath remarkably been the Cafe, up-

on the Introdudion of foreign Troops into

this Kingdom. It is well known, how great

a Clamor was raifed, and ftill fubfifts, art^

fully propagated by the Enemys of Govern-

ment, as if, by introducing HeJJians and Ha-^

noverians into this Country, they who di-

reded this Meafure had ficrificed the Ho-
nor of Rnglandy endangered its Liberty^,

and opened a wide Door to all the Evils

which ufuallv enfue when the Governed feel

2 that



that their Governors have not the Intcreilof

their Country at Heart. But thefe are Cla-

mors which could never have exifted, or

gained Ground, but amongft Perfons totally-

ignorant of the Views and Motives aimsd at

by the bringing over of Germam. What
thofe Reafons were which induced the Wif-

dom of Government to take this Step, t

fhall now und-rrtake to' difclofe, afferting

that the prefent Defence of Britain from

Trench Invafions was not the fole Objedl of

thofe wife Minifters who brought over fo-

reign Troops amongft us, but that they had
beiides this, a nobler Objecl in view, viz.

the future and lafting Support of our Ifland,

by invigorating the withered Trunk of En-
glijh Manhood by a feafonable Infufion of

foreigfi Blood.

Enervated then as the Natives of this

Ifland were, our wife Ruler?, with a Saga!-

city equalled by their Patriotifm, devifed

the only cffedtual Remedy, which could re-

flore us to our wonted Vigor. They had

obferved with how great Succefs our Virtuofi

in Fruits and Vegetables had heightened the

Flavor and improved the Tafte of our na-

tive Production?, by tranfplandng of foreign

Ones into our Gardens and ingrafting them
upon domeftic Stocks. They were not ig-

norant, with how much Care fkilful Far-

meis change the Grain tvhich they makd
ufe of for their Seed, Experience teaching

them
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them that their Crops gradually diminlfh,

both in Quality and Quantity, if they con-

tent themfelves with Seed of their own Pro^

duce. The fame Attention to the Dege-

neracy of the Breed, if never changed by Im-
portation of Foreigners, they knew cccafi-

pned the Tranfportation of the large Sheep

pf Dcrfetjhire to mend the fieecy Race in

pur northern Countys. And while they

obferved Mr. Mofcds Arabian Stallion co-

vering for T^en Guineas a Leap, this was a

Demonftration that the Race of BritiJJ:)

Horfes was improved greatly, by the foreign^

Bl^od imported by our public Spirited Joc-

kies, into the Kingdom. Thefe, and ma-
ny other fuch Inftances which I need not

.enumerate, pointed out, by way of Analo-

gy, to our Rulers, that the only effedual

Way to meqd the degenerate R;eed of £«-

glJfimen, would be to crofs it, by a judi-

cious Mixture of foreign Blood ; and, cpn-

fequently, rendered the Importation ©f Fo-

reigners into the Kingdom, a Mcafure ab-

folutely neceffary.

When we apply this Key to the Condu(f^

of the Adminhi ration, many Steps which
hitherto have been looked upon as indefenil-

ble, will appear in another and more flivou-

rable Light. Hence all their Zeal for the

Bill for a general Naturalization of Foreign

Protittants; and hence the Famous y^";^; A61

had m Rife. Lvuhappilv fjr our Co intry,
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popular Clamor checked the Patriot Schemes

of Goveii-ment, prevented fuch wholfome
Regulanons from taking EfFedt, and obliged

the wife Contrive; s of this Plan for mend-
jr.g the Breed of EngUJJjmen, to defer put-

ting it into Execution fooner than the break-

ing out of the prefjnt War.—The Fears

and Appreh' nfions of a French Invafjon have

happily furnifhed them with a plaufibie Pre-

tence for g^iiiing that Point which they had

hitherto labored to obtain, in vain. For

tho' the EngliJJj could not bear to fee Fo-

reigners bn ught over and fettled amonefl

fhtm by ^ Naturalization Ad:, they could not

have the fame Ol^iedtion to the Tmporiation

of Foreigners, who, they were told, came on-

ly to defend ti^.em from their Enemys. Under
this Pretence, therefore, of a foreign Inva-

fion, our wife Pcliiicians at the Helm, have

bien able to effectuate their glorious Plan of

reftoring the decayed Conftitutions of Bri-

tonsy by the Importation of Sixteen Thoufand
vigorous Germans,

We may obfcrve here as a fingular Inftance

of the Sagacity of our Councils, that when
Foreigners became neceffary, for the great

paiional Purpofes above mentioned, they

gave the Preference to Germans. Every

One knows, how much this Country is in-

debted to Germany, and how neceffary it is

that our Connexions with it fliould be made,

if poffible, Aiil clufcr. It hath been the

Cvy
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try of Jdccbitifmy that the Interefis ofEng-^

iand and of Germany are incompatible, and

that neverthelefs our Councils are calculated

more for the Meridian of the latter than of the

former. Such then being the Prejudices of

the Ignorant wrought upon by the Di(Iiffe«Sed,

it became highly worthy the Attention of the

Miniftry to remove them^ by throwing down
the Barrier between the two Nation?, and by
bringing fo much German Blood into E?2g!ijh

Veins, as may put an End to all national

Diftindlionj and confeqnently to the iil-natu-*

red Infiimations of Difaffecflion difguifed un*
der the Name of Patriotifm. But tho' the

above Reafon had not exifted, the Wifdom
of introducing Germans in Preference to other

Foreigners, would have been equally appa-

rent, as the Charatfter univerfally given of that

Nation qualifieth them in a remarkable Man-
ner to be Menders of our Breed. German
Solidity, which fome have malicioufly termed

Stupidity, being once brought into our Con-
ftitutions, will, in Time, extingulfh a trouble-

fome Race of mere Englijhmen, fome of

whom, at prefent, tho* happily their Num-
ber is fmall, by the Vivacity of their Genius,

clog the Wheels of Government, and diflrefs

the Ad n, by unfeafonable Oratory and

obftinate Oppofition, in both Houfes of Par-

liament. BlefTed Days! when the Influence

of Germanic Phlegm (hall extend itfelf o'er

C our



( jS )

our public Council?, when the Pertnefs of

EngUjh Eloquence (hall be checked, and our

Senates nod AlTent, without one Lord or

Commoner, to rail at SuhfuUes^ and to re-

commend Militias.

That the great Objed of mending the

Breed was underftood to be aimed at, by the

Introdudlion of foreign Armies, tho' it was

not e-icprefdy t.ken Notice of by an Adtofthe

Legiflature, may be inferred with the utmoft

Certainty, from a Rcfolution which was taken

in P^iflic-ment, immediately after the landing

of the HeJJians and Hatiover^ans.— I mean
the opening of the FoundlitJg Hofpital^ for

the Reception of all Infants brought to it;

towards the Expence of which a Sum ofMo-
ney was unanimoufly voted to be applied.

Now it cannot but ftiike every confideratc

Obferver of T:m^s and Seafons, that no good

Reafon can be sffigned why the Introduction

of foreign Troops, and the opening of the

Fou' dling Hofpital by Vote of Parliament,

fhoulJ go Hand in Hand, unkfs the former

was intended to be the Means of increafing

the Number of Candidates for the latter.

What confi.m^ this Obfervation is the well

.known F-.ct, thai th^ Plan for enlarging and

extending the Foundling Hofpital, was pro-

pofed originally in the Houfe of Commons,
by or,e who muft be iuppoled to be (ully in

the Secret as to the R^afuns of bringing over

Foreigners
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Foreigners. No lefs a Perfon than Mr. Se-

cretary Fox made the Motion. Nay, which

is very remarkable, he was lb much in eur-

neft about the Succefs of his Propofal, as to

fubmit to be Chairman of the Committee,

and, notwithftanding his Muhiplicity of Ba-
iincO, to condudl the Bill through the Houfe,

as appears from the Votes of the H'oufe of

Commons, from which I have made the fol-

lowing Extrads.

March 17. 1756. "The Houfe, accord-
" ing to Order, refolved itfelf into a Com-
" mittee of the whole Houfe, to confider of
*' the Peiition of the Governors and Guardi-
*' ans of the Hofpiral, for the Maintenance
" and Education of expofed and deferted

" young Children ; and, after fome Time
*' ipent therein, Mr. Speaker refumed the
* * Chair, and Mr. Secretary Fox reported,

*' that the Committee had made a Progrefs
*' in the Matter to them referred ; and that

** he was dire(fled by the Committee to move,
*' that they might have Leave to fit again."

And on the 6th of April, " Mr. Secretary
*' Fox reported from the lame Committee,
" the following Refolutions, which were a-

" greed to by the Houfe.
" Refolved,

" That the enabling the Hofpital for the
** Maintenance and Education of expofed and
' deferted young Children, to receive all the

Q z " Children
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'^ Children which fhall be offered, is the oply
" Method to render that charitable Inftituti-

*f on of lifting and general Utility.

" Rclolved,
** That to render the faid Hofpital of laft-

*' ing and general Utility, the Afliftance of

f' Parliament is neceflLfy.

*« Rcf;lved,

" That to render the faid Hofpital of ge-
*' neral Utiliy and EfFed:, it {houM be en-f

*' ablcd to appoint proper PIjccs ir^. all Coun-
^' ties, Ridings or Divilions of this Kingdom,
** for the Reception of all expofed and de-
*' ferted young Chi d en."

As a fariher Proof [hat this Scheme had its

Rife in the Cabinet, in the Voces of the fame

Day we read the follow- ng Paragraph :

^' Mr. Choncelkr cf the Exchequer, by his

?' Majefty'sCommand, acquainted the Houfe,
** that his Majefty having been informed of
** the State and Condition of tliC faid Hofpi^
'* t.d, ncommends it to the Confideration of
" the Hou^e, to make fume Provifion for the
*' better carrying on fo uftful a Charity."

On the 19th Day oi March his Majefty

acquainted the Parliame:it, that he had fent

f^r the H'JJiam^ and within a Week after,

it was agreed alfo to call over tht Hanoverians.

To find the Miniilry, therefore, at this par-

ticular Time, bufied in procuring a Fund for

the Maintt!nance of Children, naturally leads
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us to fuppofe, that they had thought of a

Scheme for begetting them, by introducing

amongftus lb manyThoufands of able-bodied

Germans.

A Brother Politician to whom I have com-
municated my Sentiments upon this Subjed:,

is of Opinion, that befides mending our Breed,

the Introdudtion of our German Auxiliaries

was alfo Calculated to increafe his Majefly's

Revenues j and by an ingenious and exa(!l: Cal-

culation of the additional Number of Hands
which muft now be employed in the valuable

Manufacftory of Tobacco Pipes, and of the-

vaft Increafe of the Duty on Tobacco, my
Friend would have perlliaded me that this

Obje(5l was alfo in View. And, indeed, it

mufl be admitted, that the Importation of fo

• many Thoufand additional Inhabitants, who,

at a moderate Computation, may befuppof-

cd to fmoke, one with another, ten Pipes

every Dayj fuch an Addition, I fay, of ufe-

ful Confumers of a Commodity which is ib

vaftly beneficial to the Revenue, and which

had, unfortunately, begun to be much ne-

glected amongft us, was a Point well worth

the Attention of a wife and frugal Admini-

itration; efpecially in the prefent State of our

Finances, when the Demands of the Public,

for Money, are fo great, and every Means of

increafing our Revenues is fo neceffary. How-
fver^ I do not pay much Regard to this in-

geniou
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«r^nious Remark of mv Friend, but muH: ftill

infill:, that the Authors of the Scheme for in-

troducing German Troops, propofed by it.

Advantages of infinitely greater Confequence

to the Nation, than the Increafe of its R.eve-

nues,— I mean the Increafe of its Number?,

by furnidiing the PubHc with fo many Thou-
fands of able Recruiters, to enrich our impo-

verifhed Blood, and to raife up a Race, pro-

perly germanizedy without one home-fpun

Englifiman to difgrace the Breed.

This then being the great, but little un-

derflood, End propofed by the Introdudlion

oi Gerfnans mto this Country, it will not be

without its Ufe to take into our prefent Con-

iideration, what may be the beft Way of

fetting our Friends to Work, that {o the Na-
tion may avail itfelf in the fuUeft and moll

effevflual Manner of that Stock of Manhood,
fo lately and fo providentially imported.

But, in the firft Place, it will be necelTary

to obferve, by Way of Dired:;on and Advice

to the Guefts who are to be fo laudably em-
ployed amongfl: us, that they muft not think

of exhibiting their Talents unfeafonably, nor

communicate their Favours, except to fuch

as may be willing to receive them. For

whatever may be the Cuftom in other Coun-

tries, the Females herL\ have been fo much
accuftomed to have their Wills, that they

care not to htforced to do any Thing, how-
ever
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ever dearly they may love the Thing itfclf.

And, therefore, the Ileffians who, if we may
believe the News Papers, which, by the bye,

are not always authentic, have already fo

laudably commenced labouring in the Station

in which they were intended to ad:, have

been guilty of a finall Impropriety in extend-

ing the fair Nymph at Salisbury ^ upon fo hot

a Bed as the Fire ; and in making another

die^ in more than a metaphorical Senfe of

the Word, at Winchejier, I humbly propofe,

therefore, that, for the future, it may be

given out in Orders to our foreign Auxilia-

ries, to make Ufe of no Violence, in raifing

their Recruits. And when once their Skill

and Dexterity in this valuable Accomplifh-

ment are fufficiently known, I make no

Doubt that as many Volunteers will offer

themfelves as it will be in the Power of our

-Champions to inftrudl, without undergoing

fuch Fatigue as may incapacitate them from

-continuing their Labours for the Good of

Britain.

Obfcure as I am, it is with Diffidence,

that I now proceed to fuggeft to the fagacious

Guardians of the Public Weal fome Hint?,

which I think will be of Service, that this

noble Scheme of enriching the Blood of en-

ervated Britons^ may be carried moft effec-

tually into Execution. Perhaps the Bufinefs

of recruiting might go on with tolerable Suc-

ccfj without laying down any formal Regu-

8 lation?.
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lations, by leaving every one of our foreign

Friends to go to Work in his own Way^
and to take fuch Opportunities of raifing

Recruits for Britain, as Chance may of-

fer, or his own Addrefs may procure.

But certainly Art may very ufefuUy be

employed in regulating the Operations of

our Warriors, that with all their Inclination

to ferve the Public, Opportunities may be

conjlantly prefented to them of giving Proofs

of their Vigour and Adivity. And as I am
not without Hopes, that I may fuggeft fome-

thing really beneficial, 1 make no Doubt that

the wife Politicians, who planned the great

Defign will confider my Propofals with Can-

dor, and, where they approve of them, carry

them into immediate Execution.

As, therefore, the Apprehenfions of an

Invafion, which certainly were well founded

atfirft, becaufe our Miniliers themfelves were

afraid, have happily fubfided, from that very

Day upon which both Houfes of Parliament

addrefled his Majefly to fend for his Eledloral

Troops, it is obvious that there can be no Ne-*

<:effity for keeping our new imported Cham-
pions aflembled in Order of Battle, to trouble

them with military Exercifes, or to confine

them to the Slavery of Camps, as the great

Service for which they are intended requires

them only to charge in feparate Divifions, and

in tete a tete Parties. Indeed, it may be

urged.
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urged, that It would be improper to put an

End to the Hanoverian Encampment, till it

be honoured with his Majefty's Prelence to

be reviewed ; and it may be faid, that vifited

as is their Camp in Kent^ and as the Hejpan

Camp is in Hampfiire^ by Crowds of admir-

ing Females, this expenfive Raree-Jhew may
not be entirely without its Ufe, in promoting

that intimate Union between them and the

warlike Germans, which was aimed at by
bringing them iuto England^ However, as

the above-mentioned Purpofes have already

been anfwered, I would, immediately after

the Review, remove our foreign Auxiliaries

into Quarters, where, fafe from any Alarms
of French Invalion, they may have nothing

to attend to, but the peaceful Occupation of

raifing Recruits for the future Security of

Britain.

The firft Regulation, therefore, which I re-

commend is, that proper Detachments may
be made, without Lofs of Time, from the

Heffian and Hanoverian Head Quarters, of a

fufficient Number of hardy Warriors, to be

employed in the Recruiting Service, at the

fevcral public Wells or Spas of the Kingdom,
where, it is mofl likely, that Volunteers are

to be met with.

Nothing can be more worthy of the Care

of Government, than to provide for the Ac-

commodation of vaft Numbers of his IV a-

D jefty*s
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jefty's Fair Subjecfls, who grace thofe agree*

able Retreats^ where medicinal Springs and

efficacious Amufements have, Time out of

mind, been an excellent Means of augment-
ing the Number of our Inhabitants, by pro-

curing Heirs to enervated Rakes, and by

conferring Motherhood oh pining Virgins

and forlorn Widows. I am forry that fuch

happy EfFcds are lefs frequent than they ufed

to be. Far be it from me, however, to in-

Unuate, that the genial, prolific qualities of

our Briiijh Minerals are lefs potent now than

ever they were. All that I mean to allett

is, that there is a great fcarcity of able Phy-
ficians to adminifler the proper Dofes. And
were it not in expeftation of meeting with

fuch Phyficians, few or none of our Female

Invalids would think it worth their while to

abandon their own Places of Habitation, to

gorge themfelves with naufeous Draughts of

Salt, Sulphur or Steel, at our Cheltenhams,

our T^unbridgeSy our ScarhoroughSy and our

Baths.

It is not within the Purpofe of the prefent

Undertaking, to affign the Caufes of this

great Scarcity of Phyficians for the Female

Sex, at the abovementioned Places. Perhaps

many fkilful Pra(ftitioners have left off vifiting

them, ever fince they have been moll cruelly

debarred from reading ledures at the E. O.

and Hazard Tables m public, which ufed

to be their principal Occupation j that of pre-

fcribing
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fcribing for the Ladies in private being only

an occafional Amufement. Others again, who
ufed to be of lingular Ufe in this latter Capa-

city, have been hindered from attending their

Fair Patient?, by the breaking out of the

War, which hath called them to a Service,

that will teach them that there are other

Qualifications neceffary in Gentlemen of theif

Profeflion, befit^s thofe of being Heroes at a

Play-ho'jfe Riot, the Terror of jealous Huf-

bands, and the Favorites of wanton Wives.

It is not to be denied however, that while fo

many Gentlemen of the 5/^/r/^ Goivn, ordain-

ed Do(ftors of the Church Millfant ^ are to be

met with at Places of public Diverlion, the

Lofs of the Gentlemen of the Red Coat will

not be fo fevere, as the Ladies will flill have

fome fkilful and able Practitioners.

But be all this as it wiil j I fhall only ob-

serve at prefent, that altho* the fame Number
of national Phyficians for the Ladies had ftill

continued to pradife, the Effects of their At-

tendance would not be fo beneficial, as they

could adminifter no Drugs but fuch as are cf

Britip, or at befi: oilrijh Growth, and much
degenerated from their former Ethcacy.

Happy, therefore, is it for the Nation ; hap-

py is it for the Individuals who are more
particularly to be relieved, that the Parlia-

ment hath taken their Cafe into Confidera-

tion, and imported into our Ifland a fupply of

High-German Do(ftors, by the powerful Ope»

P 2 ratioo
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ration of whofe balfamic Medicine?, cur

Countrywomen may enrich their Country by

S Progeny fo happily purified from the fmalleft

Drop of ihe defpicable Blood of Englijkmen,

That this important Part of the Service

may be duely provided for, I would humbly
prqpofe, That the Right Honourable the

Secretary of War fhould order circular Let-

ters to be written to Mr. JSJ^fi and his De-
puties or Rcprefentaiives, in every Part of the

Kingdom where our Ladies aflemble them-

felves, to make out exadt Lifts of their Fair

Subjedls, diftinguifhing their Ages and Quali-

fications. Thefe Lifts, which may be eafily

copied from thofe valuable Regifters, at Places

of public Djverfions, in which every new
Comer's Name is carefully enrolled, I would

have fent up to the War- Office, that it may
be known how many of our foreign Pra(^i-

tioners it will be neceftary to difpatch to each

refpedlive Place. As it forretimes happens, in

pub'ic Oftices, that the Bufinefs of them paftes

through the Hands of Perfons, uho are new

in their E?npIoyrnents j to prevent any Miftake

or Clafiing of Orders, I would not have the

War-Office further concerned in this impor-

tant Matter, than to tranfmit to the Adju-

tant-Generals of the HeJJicmi and Hannoi'e^

rians the Lifts of Female-, at each refped:iYe

Place, wlip have occafion for Aft^ftance,

that fo an exaft Rojler may be made out, and

^he Detachments to be fent may [je propor-

tioned
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tioned to the Demand that there (hall appear

£0 be for them. By this means it is demon-
flrable, that the Foundation will be laid of

Heroes, who may (hame the prefent Gene-
ration, and be able and willing to defend

Britain from its foreign Enemies, without cal-

ling in the Protection of its foreign Friends.

A fecond Regulation which I would pro-

pofe, however extraordinary it may appear

at nrft fight, will, I flatter myfelf, upon being

ferioufly examined, be found worthy of being

cflabliihed. For, whoever has attended to

the Frame of human Nature, muft admit that

po Springs of Action operate fo powerfully,

as thufe which are fu^niflied by Religion;

and theiefore, if I can connedt the Execution

of the Scheme now before us, with this Prin-

piple, I fliall have done much towards its

having the wifhed-for Effedl.

It is well known, that the very worthy

Mr. JoJjn Wefiley and the difinterelled Mr.
George Whitejield, Leaders of the Methodills,

the modell Mr. 'R.omaine as Reprefentative of

the Hutchinfonian Cabbalifls, his Excellence

the Pope of the Moravian Brethren, and in

fhort the Heads of every new-fa(hioned Sed:,

unjuftly fliigmatifed with the Appellation of

Enthufiafls, derive their great and fubflantial

Support from Female Dijciples. However
totally employed thefe religious Inamoratas

feem to be about Spiritual Things, I believe

very few of them would have any Averfion to
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partake alfo of Carnal Recreations, if they

cculd be propofed, by Perfons who would pay

their Addreftes in the fandiified Stile of Gi/yon

and Bourignon, without (hocking the Ears of

the demure Sifterhood with the grofs Ex-
preffions of profane Gallantry. For perhaps

there is not fo wide a Difference as is generally

imagined, between a female Saint chanting

a Wejlieian or Zinzendorfian Hymn, and a

female Sinner warbling a Love Song. And it

has been ftrongly fufpe(fled, that many have

fabflituted pure feraphic Love in the room
of Defires more natural to Flefh and Blood,

only becaufe they could not gratify them j

fixing their amorous Inclinations on an Hea^

venly Bridegroom, merely becaufe they have

been difappointed of an Earthly one. With-

out abfo!u:e1y pronouncing my Opinion,

whether there be any Foundation for this

Remark, I fliall only obferve, that the facred

Language of our Devotees has a Lufcioafnefs

which would incline one to believe that their

Hearts, however feemingly touched with no-^

thing but what they call Religion, are fu-

fceptible of all the tender Paffions ; and that

a Methodiji Tabernacle, or a Moravian Sal-

vation-Shop, have as favourable a Tendency

towards the awakening of thofe Paffions, as

hath a Midnight-Mafquerade, or the Play-

houfe when Mr. Garrick favours the Ladies

with the Country Wije or the Chancer.

Now it is extremely fortunate, that our

Gcr^
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Gi^rman Auxiliaries, befides excelling the Eng-

lijh Troops in military and manly Atchieve-

ments, are wonderfully fkilled in the Art of

Singing of Pfalms-, and have, as I hear, al-

ready reformed the Church-Mufick of the

Parifhes in the Neighbourhood of their

Camps. I would recommend it therefore to

the Confideration of my Superiors, whether

it would not be proper at the fame time that

the Secretary at War fend his circular Letters

to Maflers of the Ceremonies at Places of in-

nocent Diverfion, that he would alfo fend cir-

cular Letters to the Gofpel Preachers at our

Places of extravagant Devotion, for the fame

purpofe, of having a Return made to the

War-Office of all the Fair Zealots under their

Diredlion. Immediately upon this Return

I would propofe that Detachments of thofe

charming Men, who have been imported ta

reftore this degenerate Nation, may be or-

dered to attend conftantly at the AfTemblies

of our Saints, whofe Ears being tickled with

an Hanoverian or Hejfian Hymn, while theic

Eyes, at the fame time, feaft on the manly
Looks and vigorous Complexions of thofe

Sweet- Singers of Germafi)\ I make not the

leaft Doubt that each devout Sifter will fingle

out a pious Brother, with whom fhe may
have many fweet Opportunities^ and contri-

bute her Share towards leftening the Quantity

of Britijh Blood in the Veins of the rifing

Generation.

S Though
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Though I have difpofed of many of ouf
foreign Recruiters of the Breed, by fending

Detachments X.Q mount upon our gay Nymphs,
who difplay their Charms at Places of A-
mufement, and our demure ones who grace

the Meetings of our whimfical Enthufiafts,

yet ilill the Bulk of the Army will remain

unemployed, unlefs fome more extcniive

Scenes of Adion be afTigned foF them, to

give Proofs of their Ability.

In order then to enable our foreign Cham-
pions to exercife their Talents more effecftu-

ally, I beg leave to propofe it as a third Re-
gulation,—To march them up to the Capital^

as to the Place where they will have conflant

Opportunities of labouring in their Vocation,

But before this Scheme can take effed, it will

be neceflary to remove the national Troops,

both Horfe and Foot Guard?, from their

prefent Quarters.—If it (hould be afked what

I would have done with them, or where

I would have them fent upon being turned

out of London ? I fliall anlwer that, Perhaps

they cannot be better difpofed of than by

tranfporting them to Germany^ in cafe our

faithful Ally the King of Pruffia^ (whofe

Fricndfhip hath been cheaply purchafcd at the

Expence of our commercial Intereft:^), fhould

have no Obje<Stion to ad in Conjundion with

Trofyps which our Rulers did not think fit to be

tiufletj with the Defence of their own Country,

For there are very pL.ufible Reafons which
feem
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feem to didate to the Widlom of Governmen ("^

the Expediency of fending not only our B''i-

tiPd Guar is, but alfo the reft of our Britifi

Forces, to that Part of the World, in order

to be exchanged for a like Number of Elec-

toral Troops, to be added as a Reinforce-

ment to ihofe whom we have already i ere. By
whi.h m°ans the grand View of introducing

Foreigners will be anfwered in a more ex-

tenfive manner, as inllead of Sixteen Thou-
fcind, we may have doable that Number of

Recruiters. Bat I fubmit all this to the fu-

perior Judgment of a Council of War, com-
pofed of Britijh Commanders, by wh;jm I

Would have this Point debated, and whofe
Determination, (if we may judge from the

Determination of two late famous Councils of

War) will be fo pr'ident, 2i'=,to preferve his

Mnjeftys droops from Danger,

Having propofed that the Erglijh Troops

quartered in Lzndon fhould be removed, to

make room for the more ufcful Fore"2;ners

;

I am plealed that there feems Tome Ground
for believing, that this Regulation is adually

intended —We all kiow, that Barracks are

now eredting in d ftcr.nt Parts of the Town.
Buildings which have the Appearance of

ftateiy College^, but dcftined for the L' edging

of Troops, rife daily in the Neighbourhood
of Grof'venor Square, and Oxford-Road. Nay,

fo fond are our Rulers of the new-fafhioned

E Plan
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Plan of having fuch military Seminaries, that

we are told, the Palace of Somerfet-houfe and

the Playhoufe in L,incolns-inn-Jields^ are to be

converted into Barracks, and to receive Te-
nants far worthier than the Kings and Prin-

cefTes who ufcd to occupy them.

Now that Parracks fliould, at this Juncture,

be thought of, and never thought of before,

cannot but make every Friend to his Country

entertain comfortable Hopes of feeing them
filled with our newly imported Troops. And
it will require very little Trouble to fhew,

how wonderfully the Accommodation of

thcfe Troops in Banacks, ereded in London^

will contribute to the Succcfs of my Plan,

and be a means of introducing the Daughters

of Britain to an Intimacy with the Sons of

Germany,

Whenever fu'.h military Colleges are

ercd:ed and kept open, at the public Expence,

it is eafy to forefee, that it will become fa-

fhionabie for the Ladies to vifit Places where

they will find Numbers of handfome young
Fellows always at heme, ready lo receive

them and to entertain them, with the aflifl-

ance oi?L High- Dutch Interpreter, with more
fubflantial Amufements than can be met with

at a Card AfTembly, or at a Playhoufe. And it

is not to be doubted, but that thefe H ibita-

tions of foreign Marihood will be fitted up
with all proper Convenitncies for the Recep-

tion
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tion of thofe Female Vifiters, who fhall be

fo Public- fpirited as to lend their Affiftance

towards mending the Breed of this poor

Country.

But tho' I plead earnellly for the Eflablifh-

ment of Military Semmaries, I know there

are fomc Objedions to the Name ufually

given to them. The Word Barrack is dif-

liked by certain old-fafhioned People, who,
retaining fome antiquated, romantic Notions

of Liberty, of the ConTdtution, and of the

Danger of flanding Armies, will be apt to be

alarmed, as if Barracks were fo many Bad-

ges of Slavery, without refiedling that they

are neceffary, as the beft Means of curbing

that Spirit of Jacobitifm^ which, tho' invi-

fible to vulgar Eyes, (till haunts the Repofe

of our intimidated Rulers. However, as our

People are to be alarmed by mere Sounds,

I fliould be glad to fee all Room for popular

Clamour removed, by abolilhingj by an A(ft

of Parliament, the Word Barracky as anti-

conftitutional. But tho' we give up the Word,
let us not give up the Thing reprefented by

it; and, therefore, I would go on with the

Plan of Military Colleges, under a Name
to which no Objecflicn can be made, and call

them Hofpitals.

The Eredion and Encouragement of Ho-
fpitals, feems to be a favourite Tafte amongft

us, at prefent. As therefore, in the long Ca-

E 2 talogue
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talogue of fuch charitable Indltutions in this

Metropolis^ we have Hofpitals for the Recep-

tion of Lying-in Women ^ and an Hofpital for

the Reception of Children when born, I have

long wondered that fome public- fpirited

Gentlemen (for no doubt, our Managers of

Hofpitals are all public fpirited) have not

thought of eflablifhing Hofpitals for the be-

getting of Cliildren. This beneficial Infti-

tution, which private Charity hath no where

encouraged, if the Child-getter in Newgate.

is not to be excepted, will now be fet on

Foot, upon the moft-extenfive Plan, by erect-

ing Seminaries of Hejjian and Hanoverian

Heroes, in ail the different Quarters of Lon-

don.

It is well known, that over the Doors of

our Hofpitals, we read their Appellation with

this Addition, of their being fupported by the

njoluntary SubfcriptiG?2S of Noblemen, Gentle-

men, and others. Now, as this Infcription

may be looked upon as a Sign judicioufly

hung out, to draw in a frefli Supply of Sub-

fcribers, I would have our Military Ho/pi'

tals alfo hang out their Signs; and in order

to draw in a conflant Supply of Fair Viliters,

upon the Front of each of them, there

Ihould be an Lifcription in large Capitals, to

the following Effect—The Ger7nan Hofpital

for mending the Breed., fupported by the Libe-

rality of the Britifh Parliament. Or if this

fhould
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(hould ofFend any delicate Ears, it might

be fufficient to reprefent, by a very natural

Hieroglyphic^ the \](q and Deftination of our

Hofpitals, by ereding before them the Sign

of the JVhite Horfe, under which figure I

would have written this Word to the Wife,

To cover for mendijig the Breed.

Perhaps it will b^ objeded that the Ladies

will be deterred from vifitifjg fuch public

Places of private Recreation, as I feem, in my
Plan, to have had no Regard to Secrefy. To
this I anfwer, that no fuch Difficulty will

emb?.rrafs cur Females of Fadiion and Quali-

ty. For as it hath become a neceffary Part of

their Drefs to affume Faces and Complexions,

as oppofite to their own native Ones, as De-
formity is to Beauty, whenever they choofe

to make a charitable Vifit to any of the Ho-
fpitals for mending the Breed, they may red

perfedlly fatisfied that no body will know
them, if they put on their own Faces;

which having, for a long time, been totahy

laid afide, are pad every Body's Remem-
brance, and may, therefore, be very fafely

ufed as aDifguife for a fecret Expedition. As
to the reft of our fair Country Women, whofe
natural Complexion, by being the only one

they wear, cannot ferve for a Majk, I (hall

only obferve, that if through falfe Modefty
they fhouid (liew any Backwardnefs to par-

pake of the Bleffings which Government hath

pro-
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provided for them, it will be neceflary to

contrive certain Privileges and Immunities,

which may overcome all their Scruples, and
encourage them to yield themfelves willing

Inftruments towards carrying on this grand

national Projedl.

What thefe Privileges {hould be, it may
not be prudent to determine without con-

fulting the Females themfelves. Perhaps

fome might propofe that the Laws now in

force, which take a fevere Notice of ante-

nuptial Pregnancy fhould be abolifhed, or at

leaft lofe their Efficacy, in every Cafe where
it fliall appear, that Recourfe was had to a

German Recruiter. Others again, might

think it expedient that the Lying-in Holpi-

tals fhould be opened by Vote of Parliament,

in the fame Manner, as the Foundling-Ho-

fpital hath been, to receive every Candidate

who fhould come loaded with a foreign Bur-

then. A third Encouragement may pleafe a

different Set of Females, viz. a Sufpenfion of

the reftridive Claufes of the Marriage A51,

whenever Mifi in her Teens fliall give the

Preference to an Huiband chofen from our

Military Hofpitals. And, perhaps, a fourth

Regulation, of fufpending the Laws relative

to Divorce, in every Cafe where the Gallant

is chofen from the fame Quarter, may be a

fufiicient Encouragement to many prudent

FemaleS; to frequent our Hofpitals, as they

may
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may then do It, without Danger of a Cita-

tion into DoBors CommonSy that ftrong Mo-
tive to conjugal Fidelity.

But while it will be expedient to offer En-
couragements to fome of our Country Wo-
men, to contradl Intimacies with the Inhabi-

tants of thefe Hofpitals for mending the Breed,

it will be equally expedient to devife fome
Method which may be effedual to exclude

others, who will be forward enough to offer

themfelves, without being encouraged. For
it is not to be denied, that there are but too

many Females in this great Metropolis, whofe

Vifits would probably raife a Flame, the per-

nicious Effedts of which might extend to the

fucceeding Generation, and deftroy all our

Endeavours of improving the Englifi Race
and Blood. Thefe Firebrands, who, though

they inhabit the Diftridls of Covent-Garden

and the Strand, are known to be infedted by
conftant trading with the French, may be

allowed to carry on their deftrudive Com-
merce with old Batchelors and young Rakes,

with gay Templars and grave Citizens of E;z-

gliJJj Extradion ; but, by all means, let them
be excluded from frequenting our Military

Seminaries, left we hazard the Good of Bri'

tain, by allowing our Heffian and FLanove-

rian Auxiliaries, to touch the contraband

Commodities of France.

With
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With this View, therefore, and that every

tiling may be tranra6led in our Military Ho-
fpitals with Decency and Order, I would re-

commend it to our fagacious Rulers, to de-

vife a Body of Laws for their better Govern-

ment. Perhaps it will be thought proper to

refer this Matter to his Majefty's Council

learned in the Law, or to the united Wifdom
of the twelve Judges. Therefore, I fliall

only beg Leave to drop a Hint, which may
be of Service to thofe who (liall be appointed

to execute this Tafk. I would recommend
to them, to confult the Regifters of the Di-

ocefe oiWinchejler^ in which they will, no
doubt, find, upon Record, the wholfome Re-

gulations which obtain'd in the Colleges of
Love^ commonly called Stews^ which, till

they were unfortunately aboliflied at the Re-

formation, were, as it is well known, fubjed

to the Infpediion of the Bifho; s oi IVijichef-

ier, and governed by Laws didated by the

ableft Canonifts. Or, in cafe the Regiiiers of

Winchefter fliould fail, there are feveral public

Libraries in the Kingdom, where thefe valu-

able Records are flill preferved, which, with

fome few Alterations, that Change of Times
and Circumftances will render neceflary, may
be again revived lor the due Government of

our German lioj'pitalsfor mending the Breed.

Having thus, at fome length fhewn, that'

the Introdudion of foreign Troops, is a

Scheme
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Scheme wifely calculated to retrieve the Glory

of the Nacion, and having propofed feme
Regulations, £he Eftablifhment of which
will render this Scheme ftill more effedual

and falutary ; it will now be necefTary to ob-

viate a Doubt that may arlfe in the Minds of

fome of my Readers, who, perhaps, will

think that, in the prefent deplorable State of

our Finances, loaded as we are with a Debt
approaching very fad towards One hundred

MiUioJis^ Funds will, in a (hort Time, be

wanting to enable us to defray the current

Expences of the Nation, and particularly

that rnoft neceflary of all our Expences- -the

Maintenance of our forehn Recruiters.

Upon this Occafion, ihereiore, I mufl give

it as my Opinion, that the Kingdom is far

from being io much exhaufted as, at firfl

fight, it may feem to be. Who will fay

that our Finances are in diforder, who knows
that upwards of fcven Millions were voted

for the current Service of the prefent Year,

and that an additional Expence of two or

three Millions more hath been incurred ?

Would a wife Adminiftration, who can-

not be fuppofea ignorant of the State of

the Nation, be fo lavifh of the public Purfe,

if they thou'/ht there was any Danger
of its being emptied ? Befides, did they not

borrow a Million and a half laft Winter,

without ereding any new Fund adequate to

F the
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thelntereft of this Sum? From which we may
d aw this comfortable Conclufion, that we
fl^all be able to carry on the War againft

France, for many Years, without adding to

our Taxes, by that mallerly Expedient of

mortgaging the Income of the Sinking Fund^

to pay the Intereft of newly contracted

Debts.

However, as Tome may obje6t, unreafon-

fbly no doubt, that when once the Sinking

Fund is mortgaged, all Hopes of feeing any

Part of the National Debt paid off will va-

nilh ; perhaps it may not be impolitic to pay

fome Attention to fuch Prejudices, and to

think of fome new Funds for the Payment

of the Intereft of the Debts to be incurred

next Winter; Funds which mav bear Ex-
amination better than the Abortion of the

Tax upon Brick a?id Tile^ and the half-be-

gotten Duty upon Plate. Indeed it hath

happened very unfortunately for the Public,

that our very eminent C r of the Ex—r,

whofe Bufmefs it is to contrive Ways and
Means y hath, during this Recefs of Parlia-

ment, had his Attention fo much engrofled

by Bufinefs of another Kind, that it hath

been impoffible for him to perfedt himfelf in

the Study of Figures, and to encreafe that

great Skill in Numbers which he difplayed laft

Wmter with fo much Honour and Applaufe.

Bufied as he hath been in unraveling the Popijh

Cojifpiracy againft the very worthy y^—^ 5-—

r

of
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of the Society of "J^fus^ and in meditating Oh-

Jervations on his Converfion and Hiftorian-Jkipy

it could not be expected, that he fhould be able

to fathom the Depths of Arithmetic^ and to

treafure up in his Mind, the Myfteries of the

Numeration T^abk. But whenever he {hall

have difclofed to the Public the Reafons which

induce him to believe that Innocence may
wear the mod ftriking Appearances of Guilt,

it is to be hoped that the Confideration of

proper Funds for the Service of next Year

will be refumed by him, and particularly that

he will perufe a Plan, which I fhall now
fubmit to his (uperior Sagacity.

Far be it from me to propofe any Schemes

of Oeconomy in the Collection of the Reve-

nue, the abolifhing an endlefs Number of

fme-cure Places, and diminifliing the Sala-

ries of the few Placemen who have fome-

thing to do: Nor will I recommend it to

thofe in Power to be more fparing of the pu-

blic Treafure in fecret Services, malicioufly

termed 'Jcbs^ to retrench Penfions to the rich

Courtiers at home, and Subfidies to poor Prin-

ces abroad. Vaft Sums of Money may indeed

be faved, by having Recourfe to fuch Me-
thods ; but they would be liable to infu-

perable Objedlions, as they plainly tend to

fubvert that Syjicm of PoHticks which hath

been adopted, for wife Reafons ; as they

would give a dangerous Independency both

to the Eledors and to the Elected, and rob

F 2 many
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many thoufands of worthy Platemen and Pen-

Jioncrs of the Means of faring dehcioufly, and

being cloathed fumptuoufly, amidft national

Dill:rers. For the fame Reafons, I can, by no

means, agree with thofe, who, to their plauf-

ible Scheiriesof Oeconomy, would add their

invidious Plans of Inquiry, and talk of the

Expediency of eftabliiliing a parliamenta-

ry Comm'ijjion of Accounts. What infinite

Confufion would this create in our Country,

where, for thefe forty Years laft paft, every

one who hath had the Fingering of the Pu-

blic Money, hath done what feemed good

in his own Eyes, unchecked by the Fears of

paffing in Review before a meddling Houfe
of C- n'^ ? And what a Number of noble

Families wiio now live in AfBuence and
Splendr^r, may be pulled to pieces and ruined

for Dehrs they owe to the Public, on the Pre-

tence of tr.eir Fathers, Grandfathers or Pre-

decelTois being confiderably in Arrear, and
not having paffed any Accounts while they

were t-ufed with public Treafure ? But, no
fuch Inquiry need be apprehended : For when
I confider, that befides the hundred Millions

which we owe, oJie himdred andfifty Milli'

ons have been Uxlfed in fupport of Meafures

well known to be national, fince the prefent

Succeiiion took Place ; what Room can there

be to fea; that any Set of Gentlemen of the

Houfe of C ns (even though an unhappy
Spirit
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Spirit of Inquiry were to flart up there)

fhoiild undertake to unravel the Intricacies

of Accounts amounting to near T'il'o hundred

Miliicmy a Sum which neither the firft L—

d

of tli€ T y, nor his C r, nor the

other L— ds, joined to their Secretaries, could

put into Figures
J

unlefs they fent for their

Clerks to aiiifl them ? The Scheme which I

have to propofe, i^ not liable to fuch Incon-

veniences and Objcvfiions; and therefore, I

am not without Hopes of feeing fome Re-
gard paid to it; efpecially as it is connected

with the Scheme for mending the Breeds al-

ready adopted, and will be a Means of car-

rying it more fully into Execution.

That the Ladies of Great BritainhdiVQ a

very conliderable Share of the Property In

the public Funds, is a Fadl which can ad-

mit of no doubt. Now, I think, fuch

Propofals may be made to the female Stock-

holders^ as will make it for their Intereft

chearfully to transfer their Properties to the

Public.

Every one knows, that fince the Reduc-
tion of the Intereft of the Funds, and the

Increafe of Luxury, our fair Countrywomen
of fmall Fortunes, remain long, alas, very

long ! at the Market, and Matrimony is a

Land, at which they have little hopes of

arriving, though behold with longing Eyes.

Jn this lamentable Situation, how eagerly

would
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Relief? Upon this Principle, therefore, I

would propofe, that Books fhould be open-

ed at the Treafury, and Advertifements pub-

liflied, by Authority, in the London Ga-
-zette^ and all the News Papers, making the

following Offer to all \\\q.female Stock-holders ;

that whoever fhould come in and fubfcribe

her Confent to link the Capital of her Stock,

and in its Stead to accept of an Annuity, at

the fame Interefl of 3/. per Cent, which

flie now receives, (liould be encouraged

by having an Husband provided for her,

to be cb.ofen from the Military Hofpi-

tals^ to be erefted for mending the Breed.

What Regulations may be neceifa-

ry to be obfsrved, in concluding fuch State-

Matches, whether it fliould be done by Lot

(a Practice fandify'd by what is done

amongft the chafte Moravians) or whe-
ther a Ladv who fubfcribes a certain fpeci-

fied Sum, fhould not be allowed to name
her Man, may be thought of afterwards.

It will fuffice, at prefent, to throw out a

Sketch of the Scheme, which Time will

ripen into Perfection ; and I fr. I! only ob-

fcrve, that in Cafe all the Ladies Proprie-

tors of the Funds, do fubfcribe (and who is

there that can hold oat, when Matrimony
and a Bed-fellow attrads her ?) this, in a

few Years, by Deaths, will extinguifh fo

much
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much of our Debts, as will enable us to

pay the whole Body of foreign Troops,

without laying on any new Burthen except

upon the Ladies.

It may be obie<5led, perhaps, that even

Matrimony itfelf would not tempt our fair

Countrywomen to accept of fo difadvanta-

geous a Propofal, which though it doth

not leffen their own Income, will leave

Pofterity deftitute, and pur. it out of their

Power to make any Proviiion for their

Children. But if this be the only Ob-
jedion, it ought to have no Weight. For,

now that the Foimdling Hofpital hath been

opened by Parliament, and tbat prop^^r Places

in all Counties, Ridings, or Divifions of

this Kingdom, are, by the fame Autho-

rity, to be appointed, where all expofed and

deferted young Children may be received,

Parents need be no longer under any Ap-
prehenfions about providing for Children,

who may be maintained and educated at

the public Expence. As, therefore, by the

Scheme which I propofe, the Lady will pre-

ferve the fame Income, and will get an

Husband into the Bargain j and as by open-

ing the Foundling Hofpital^ there can be no
Occalion for making Settlements on Chil-

dren, I cannot but flatter myfelf that my
Propofal will meet with univerfal Succels,

and
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:^nd have a double Operation at the fame

Time, lefTen the Debt of the Nation, and

cany into complete Execution the grand

Scheme /or mending the Brecd^ by the In-

trodudiion of foreign Troops, a Scheme
which will do fo much Honour to the prefent

Adminiftration, and fo much Good to the

Country over whofe Councils they pre-

fide.

I fhouid have taken my Leave of the

Reader here, but I muft firft exprefs my
Surprize, to hear it reported, that either

He/Jiam or Hano'Derians^ or both, are foon

to return to their own Country. Such a

Report, at prefent very prevalent, feems to

have been induftrioufly fet on foot by
the Enemies of Government j who, by
this, would reprefent our Councils to be fo

fiuduating and uncertain, that it (hould

firft be refolved to bring over two German
Armies, at an immenfe Expence, under

Pretence of defending us from Invafions

;

and then, no fooner fhould they be brought

over, than it fhould be refolved, without any

Change of Circumftances, to fend them

back. Such idle and abfurd Reports, may,

perhaps, impofe upon the Vulgar, who view

only the Outfide of Things ; but Politicians

who look farther into the Motives which

influenced our M rs, in fending for

For-



(.49 )

Foreigners, will hardly be perluaded that a

Scheme calculated, as we h>ive feen, to work
t. happy Change upon the Breed, can be

abandoned almoft as foon as it was attempt-

ed, and like the yew Ad: be given up to

popular Clamor and ignorant Difi^fFudion.

But that our foreign Friends, particularly

the Hanoverians^ are not to leave us, as fome
difaffeded Perfons pretend, will appear very

evident, from a mod remarkable Circum-
fianCe, which I think highly worthy of the

public Notice.

Eager as 1 was to take a Vi:w of the

Heroes^ to whom we are to owe the peo-

phng of our Ifland with a nobler Race, I

took an Excurfion, fome time ago, to their

Camp in Kent. It would lead me to an un-

necciiary Extent of Pancgyrick, were I to

tnention all the Wondrs I obferved, from
the Length of Tail which adorns the Head,

to the fquare-toed Shoes which grace the

Feet of every Cli;.mpion, or to beftow my
Praifes on all their Excellencies, from their

Skill in handling their Muskets, to their

Addrefs in managing their Tobacco Pipes.

What principally fixed mv Attention, was

the Motto iiifcribed upon their brazen Fronts,

I mean their Grenadier Caps, on which we
read Vejligia nulla retrorsum.
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A Friend of mine who accompanied me,
was To lliort-figlited as to underftand, by
this, nothing more than that they would never

turn their Bach upon an Enemy, But the

learned Reader, will agree with me that this

mufl be a Miftake. For the Words, literally

interpreted, feem calculated to convey to us

this mofl: comfortable Truth, that the Hano'
verians will not turn their Bach upon their

Friends in England; that is, that they will

never quit this hofpitable Land, which hath

called out to them for Afliftance, in time of

Danger, to return to the barren Heaths^ and

Bon-poiir'Nicol of Lower Saxony, But be-

fides this literal Interpretation, a hidden or

fecondary Senfc, admirably fuited to their

Charader of Menders of the Breed, may,

fairly, and according to fome Rules of

Criticifm, be extradted from them. For no

Words could be better devifed, to convey to

the fair Ladies of Great Britain, a moft

important or agreeable Piece of Intelligence

that cur foreign Champions have brought

no Retrogade Inclinations along with them.

And the meaning of the Ha?jover Infcrip-

tion, Vefiigia nulla retrOrsum, will be

fully explained to them, by the very laconic

and expreflive Motto of a noble Duke,

who writeth under his Arms, the Word
Forward.

Upon
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Upon the whole then, as it appcareth that

the Introdudtion of foreign Armys into this

Ifland, is a Meafure admirably well contriv-

ed, to retrieve the finking Glory of Eng-
land, by mending the Breed, augmenting

our Numbers, reforming our Morals, in-

crealing cur Revenues, and reviving our

Martial Spirit, I could not but look upon it

as my Duty, to endeavour to remove the

Prejudices of too many of my Country men
on this Head ; and to fatisfy them that by

cenfuring Government for the Introdudion

of Germans, they have only betrayed their

own Ignorance of a Plan worthy of the Ge-
nius of a Richelieu or of an Albercni.-^i the

Light which I have thrown upon this Mea-
fure, {hould be a Means of putting a ftop tp

the feditigus Petitions, which Difaffedion

working upon Credulity is now hatching,

in all Parts of the Kingdom, againft a Set of

Men whofe Condudl hath made England ihc

Wonder of all its Neighbours^ and the bltlT-

ed Effec^ts of whofe extraordinary Ad n

will be felt to the laiteft Pofterity ; if, I fay,

my Labors (hould contribute to perpetaate

the Power of thofe great Perfon?, whp have

done fo much for their Country, I (hall have

gained all that I aimed at, by commencing
Author. Uninfluenced by mean Views of

Intereft, and fenfible, that I am dcftitute of

thofe Qualifications which, in this Age, are

G 2 ncccflary
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neccffjry to entitle one to miniflerial Re-
wards, nothing but a pure Principle of Ge-
nerofity and Compaffion, engaged me to take

the Pen in Hand : For I am afhamed to fay

it, yet, as it is Truth, it muft be faid, to

the indelible Reproach of EngliJJomen^ that

I have n )t met with a fingle Perfon, of any

Rank or Denomination, for fome Months
paft, who hath had the Difcernment to find

o-it the Merit, or the Candor to defend the

Coniu£l of ei-her the civii, military, or ma-
rine Part of the A n. But notwithftand-

ing fach Appearances, I flatter myfelf that

th y have ftill the Mjorityof the Nation

2e.;lo '.s for their Support. For, would it

not be abiurd to fuppofe that they who
have a vaft Majority of the Repre'entatives

of the People their fad Friends, have the

Majority of the People their Enemys?—This

then being the Cafe, it is high Time, now
that Sedition hath fialked abroad, for thofe

worthy and loyal Corporations who, tho'

traduced by fume as the rotten Part of the

Conjiitution, are indeed the main Pillars of

the State, ever obedient to their Superiors,

Strangers to Faction, and whofe Choice of

Reprefentatives doth equal Honor to them-

felves as it doth gcod to the Nation ; it is

now, I fay, high Time for fuch Corpora-

tions, from the dillant Parts of Corm:rJl^ to

the utmofl Extremitys of Scotland^ to awake

6 from
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from die Lethargy in which they now feem

to be funk, and to give fome fignal Demon-
ftration of the Senfe, which They, and con-

fequently the moft important Part of the Na-
tion, have of the fingular Honefty, and un-

paralleled Abilitys of the prefent M y.

Petitions to ths Throne, I would leave to a

faSfious Metropolis ; and to inftrud: their

Members publickly, as fome difaffeSfed

Countys have done, would ferve no Pur-

pofe, as thefe Gentlemen are known to re-

ceive ample Inflrudlions in private, from a

Quarter more refpsdtable. What 1 would
recommend, therefore, to the well difpofed

Boroughs of the Kingdom, is to dired their

Addreffcs to the Firft L d of the

T y, as the M r who, by his Of-
fice, is moft connedled with them, To afilire

him, and his Colleagues, ** That far from
" being influenced by the Crys of Faftion,

" circulated, at prefent, through the King-
** dom, they remain faithful to thofe who
" are in Power, and ready to give the mofl
*' fatisfying Proofs of their Attachment to

" Government, bychoofing, whenever Va-
" cancys {hall happen, fuch Reprefentatives
** as fhall come with i\\t proper Recommen-
" dation from the Treafury : To exprefs
" their entire Acquiefcence in every thing
" that hath been done, or not been done,
" in the Management of the War ; perfcdly

*
' con-
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f' convinced that Minorca could not be
*' worth keeping, or that there >verc wife,
** fecrct Reafons for not keeping it, other-
^* wife it would not have been lofl:, as it

** was : To declare that they make no Doubt,
*' that the fame Wifdom which provided fo
** early and fo efFedlually for the Peace and
*^ Tranquility of G^r;??^«y, by Subfidys paid
^' to Rujians, HeJ/ians and PruJJtans, could,
*' were it neceffary, give fufficient Reafons
*' for not having provided effcd:ually for the
** Security of North America, And laftly,

** to proclaim their Gratitude for the In-
** trodu(5tion of foreign Armys, a Meafure
*' which, tho* it may be cenfured by thofe
*' who ignorantly fuppofe that the Hejjiam
** and Hanoverians were intended to prote<5t

*' Britain from Invafions, muft be efteemed
** as a Mafter-piece of profound Policy, b"
** Thofe who know that they were intended

** to Mendtb^ Breed:*

F J N f S.
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