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REFLECTIONS,

Milton, in the beginning of his immortal poem,

aflerts, that he has chofen the moft fublime

fubjecr. for it : I cannot boaft the fame pre-

eminence with refpect to the fubjecl of this

pamphlet. I have undertaken the caufe of a

county almoft finking from the view of man-

kind, almoft loft in Cimmerian darknefs, and

void of human habitation and delight ; a county

become already contemptible in the eye of the

Legiflature. I reft the hope of exciting an intereft

in this Semiviro Comitatu, allowed only the

moiety of a fheriff for its legal adminiltration ;

and as if its powers of legiflation were to be

rendered co-ordinate, a mere fhadow of a repre-

sentative in Parliament is attempted to be ob-

truded upon it, as one of the Members for the

county. Unhappy county ! half of it, indeed, is

covered with fiagnant water delblating the land;

there, the tickle of harveft is not heard, nor the

milkmaid fingeth blythe, nor the mower whets his

lcythe. It is fit only, in its prcfent ftate, to be

made a decoy for wild fowl, or rather a decoy for

deluded freeholders. Yet is the place venerable;

B



the ground beneath thefe pools, thefe marfhes, 13

fome of the beft bottom in the ifiand. Epictetus

was lame, deaf, blind, and fubject to various in-

firmities and privations ; yet was he dear to the

gods, becaufe he was irradiated by Heaven with

ihe light of genius. The moft lamentable part

of his condition was what, I truft, fhall never

finally attach to the county of Cambridge—the

circumllance of flavcry.

This difiric"t, the moft defolatc of the county,

was the lafi feat of Saxon liberty. It was here

flie deigned to linger ere fhe left the land.

Amongfl the ample woods, the leafy labyrinths

of the Ifle of Ely (for it is the defolating hand

of defpotifm has created this world of water),

Hereward, ingentts Jpiritits vir, ultimus Roma-

norum, defied the invader, and for fuch a

period, and with fuch effect, that, had Edgar

Atheling been endowed with the fame faculties

and difpofition, the Norman robber had been

driven back, to thofe lands of previous plunder,

wrefted by his rapacious countrymen from the

feeble hands of Charles the Simple, after having

been repulfed in a fimilar attempt on England,

by the wife and magnanimous Alfred. But I beg

pardon for this old-fafbioned talc; I fhall take

care how I get back to the heroic ages ; they fuit

not the temper of modern times : for a folid rea-

son I fhall not have recourfe to them. The vir-
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ivies of an individual in an ill-conftifuted govern-

ment are even efleemed formidable to the flate.

Miltiades died in a prifon; li is Ton, the brave and

generous Cimon, the juft Ariftides, were banifhed ;

almoft all the great men of Athens were oftra-

cifed or exiled by the jearbufy of their country-

men ; but in this country we boaft much of our

countrymen, we boatt of their virtues without

jealoufy ; the, are made fubfervient to the Itate ;

our great boafi is the conftitution of the country,

the matchlefs conftitution of the country, which

to attempt to praife would be a work of fnpere-

rogation. While ibis continues we fhall have

heroic defenders by lea, itrenuous ailcrters by

land, riling under the fiandard of its authority.

The gigantic force of its vivifying principle made

this little ifland the miftafs or arbiter of the

world, gave her dominions infinite, lunlimbnflieJ,

until flie endeavoured to withhold from a part

the moft cxtenfive of her territorv, and a con-

siderable portion of her countrymen, the charter

of their birthrights, the genuine aliurar.ee. of

their kindred connexion. In the attempt to ravifli

the Tartar lock from their heads, they alTumed

the ftrength of Sampfon in refiftance. Under the

awful humiliation that fucceeded this difgraceful

eflfay of the mother country, flie learnt to revere

the conftitution, and confulidate the remainder

of her poiTeffions. Pofleflions, indeed, we have

ftjll in abundance, and while we fhall prefcrvc

b a
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our conftitution, we fhall command the world

;

we have more caufe to call in temperance to our

aid than ambition.

Does fear pervade our region at this moment

of expected invasion ? I will venture, at leaft

within Great Britain, to afTert, there is more to

be apprehended, at prefent, from the contempt of

danger than the dread of it. Why does this af-

furance exift ? becaufe it is known this country

contends for the bleflings of a free conjlltution,

and thofe that are to invade us are the creatures

of oppreffion, without a raufe of their own, and

impelled forwards by the fcourge of a tafkmafter.

But in the reprefentation of the country, the

cement of our admirable conftitution, from no

part is greater energy derived, than that which

fprings from the reprefentation of the county

members *. Thofe who have propofed a reform, a

dangerous experiment, have endeavoured to intro-

duce a greater number of county members. Any

alloy or deterioration in that part of the reprefenta-

tion is proportionably to be dreaded. Juggling is

* The country is already reforming itfelf in its conftitution.

Midhurft, Helftone, cum multis aliis, have already emancipated

themfelves. Ltt a ciofe borough be brought, by fome party

fhuggle, once before a committee of election, the darknefs of

fubjugation is at an end, and the light of liberty let in upon it.

All the rott-'n boroughs are mouldering away to their period,

and will, if unmolefted, coiifume themfelves.



certainly amufing, and vice is a potent juggler.

I for a moment cheat the throng,

You evtry day, and all day long ;

and the vice of ambition, the grcateft of all

jugglers, praftigiator maximus. But juggling is

amufing while the juggler diverts us with

the exercife of his art in things of fmall and

trivial value, that excite no commotion in ouf

minds on their appearance or difappearance.

Should a juggler endeavour to convey away the

title-deeds of the manfion he exhibits in, he would

not be much reliihed for his flight of hand, let

his performance be ever fo exquilite. A juggle

of the mod impudent kind is endeavoured at the

prefent moment to be introduced into this coun-

ty, degraded already, as I have faid, in the eye

of the world by the contempt with which it has

been treated in the material consideration of its

legal adminillration, parcelled away as it has

been to courtiers by draining grants, yet even

there not without ultimate effects of utility. To
drain the land is to bring the produce of the land

forward for the benefit of the country and its

inhabitants ; but to drain the ri prefentation in the

manner at this infiant attempted, is to drain the

constitution of its radical moifture, and to render

it fterile and hopelefs of produce in the moll

fertile part of its territory.
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I accufe Sir H. Peyton of having formed a.

-'combination with the family of Yorke, to elude

the reprefentation of election in the county of

Cambridge. Have I any particular indifpofition

to the family of the Yorkes ? on the contrary, I

am its wellwifher. That family has riiVn legiti-

mately in the ftate by induflry, and, I will add, by

talents. Have I any perfonal diflike to the gen-

'tleman who is at this time the reprefentative of ihe

county ? On the contrary, though certainly a fup-

porter of miniftries, I know his fupport has a

limit, that is, the limit of honour *. He is the

third of his family fucceffively in the curule

chair:—the fon and grandfon of a Chancellor

of Great Britain may hold the feals as Secre-

tary of State with great propriety. In my
opinion, had he held the feals his father and

grandfather obtained, he would have attained to

a more permanent dignity, and a fituation more

adapted to his abilities; nor do I mean to flatter

* When Mr. Wallace, a member of the late adminiftra-

tion, at that time juft entered into the Houfe, made a firft fpeech

that contained not merely the germ of arbitrary principle, but

the full dHclofure of that which would have entitled him to

have become the prime minifter of a king like James the Second,

Mr. Charles Yorke revolted againft fuch a declaration, though

a fupporter of the fame party at the iaftant, announced

himfelf as adhering to the tenets of the Revolution, and from a

jealoufy with refpoft to the conftitution, did vote on a fubfe-

quent occafion with Oppofition.
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him when I declare, I think he had no caufe to

defpair of attaining to that iituation ; I fee nothing

in lu^rnkt^
J
or the abilities of thofe he would

have had to contend with, to occafion ray re-

fraining from this declaration; however, I am
perfectly willing he fhould mount into the

Houfc of Lords without paffing through the

ordeal of the law. He has my paffport to

Dover

—

avunculus excitet HeSlor. I with him

harboured in the Houfe of Lords, for which

place he is at lead as well calculated as that

which he has abandoned. Have I any ob-

jection to Sir Harry Peyton as a freeholder? Ac-

cording to the tenour of his firft appearance and

declarations, he fhould have had my wifhes for

his fole fuccefs, confidering him as he was con-

sidered by my friends, as the fupporter of the in-

dependence of the county. It is in confequence of

his fhrinking from his original port and preten-

tions, that I fhrink from the adherence to his

character. How miferably has he thrown away

fourteen thoufand pounds for this moiety of a

county ! He has been as lavifh of his money as

his reputation. But he is young; he has only been

negligent of his parliamentary character: that he

poay live to repair if he ill a 1 1 reflect ;—the breach

in his fortune may be more eafily remedied : but

neither ot thefe objccls will be effe#ed by his

appearing for the county, under the banners of
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the Yorkes. I here think it neeeffary to declare

myfelf no partifan of the Rutland family ; and

though a freeholder of the county of GfrnTftidge,

more interested in the general effect of its repre-

fentation on the country at large, than moved by

any peculiar fenfation for the county itlelf. The
violation of the constitution is what I am alive to;

nor fhall any regard to the feelings of Sir Harry

Peyton or Mr.Yorke, prevent my animadverting on

this part of their conduct. Public men fhould be

amenable and amened to the tribunal of public

judgment; but I mufi confefs, I think neither of

thefe gentlemen fnch a leviathan in politics, as to

have a right to abforb a whole pamphlet.

The fiate of public affairs is fuch, as to draw

the attention of all within this ifland and its de-

pendancies to the obfervation of its proceedings

;

nor will the inquiry be unmingled with fome de-

gree of curiolity ; becaufe amongft its Miniflers

few of their old acquaintances are to be found ; and

it is not imagined by their good will the gentle-

men now in office are found in their prefent fixa-

tions. I fhall therefore venture to offer a few

flrictures on a pamphlet lately published, with cur-

fory remarks, Sec. ; which pamphlet is entitled to

confideration more from its having apparently

come from theoFFiciNA of the Minifier, than from

any intrinfic merit.

2
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The author of this pamphlet ohferves, amongft

his other remarks, that whoever fuppofed ihe late

peace was to endure for a moment, was not one

of Mr. Addington's fools, but nature's fools. What

privilege Mr. Addington had in his recent appoint-

mentofcreating fools beyond any of his predeceffors

in office, is amongft the fecret articles of the treaty :

he has been more unfortunate indeed than for-

mer Minitlers, if he has not found fome already

finifhed to his hand.

This diftinclion of folly reminds me of that of

Sir Andrew Aguecheek, who obferves, that him-

felf does it more naturally, but the Clown with

the better grace ; but it may be aiked, what in-

troduced Mr. Addington to the rank of Prime

Minifter but the peace ? Have bis family honours

their root then in folly ? is the world to affcmble,

and conclude the moft folemn compact known to

the univerfe ? and never was there a compact, in

which the world was more interefted to act a

farce, or to aggrandize a family raifed by this

vehicle of wind, to the pinnacle ofgrcatnefs.

This would juftify the remark of the Chancellor

Oxienftiern : Nefcis, mifill, quantilla fapient'ta regit

mundum. But folly ufually ihelters it (elf under au-

thority. The Pifos, the Claudii of Rome might

indulge themfelves in fome liberties; but the men

of Arninum, the provincial afpirers unknown

to the capital—Cicero and Marius did not in-

c
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troduce themfelves in the habits of flaves or foofe

to ihe Roman people. Is Memnon's ltatue to

become vocal, in conlequencc of a little court

funfhine, that it may breathe the accents of

folly and impotence ? yet is this ftatue defcrib-

ed in another place, like the ftatue in Don Juan,

descending from its pedeftal, to chafiife the mon-

fter of rape, perfidy, and oppreflion, by the

overwhelming powers of its inevitable grafp.

Mr. Pitt is defcribed as poffeffing ehqzietitiafatis,

fopientits parum; the Minifter as exclaiming, "Jam

Sir Oracle, and when I ope my mouth let no dog

bark." Mr. Pitt may now fay, indeed, " All the

littledogs, Tray, Blanche, and Sweetheart, bark at

me." But I will treat the Minifter more liberally,

and I believe more juftly than his friend. An indif-

creet friend is worfe than an enemy, though I am far

from being an enemy to Mr. Addington, as long

as it fhall appear he bears good will to his

country. It is not by detraction from the charac-

ters of men, pretty well afcertained in their good

and evil to the country, he can hope to raife any

foundation of merit. His miniflry mull be a

miniftry not of words but of deeds. I will allow him

what 1 believe he pofTefTes, good meaning ; that

is, indeed, the fiaple fupport of his power. I will

believe that his wifli is, his adtniniftration fhould

not be infignificant, not merely advantageous

to his own family, but beneficial to the public.
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It is ridiculous to claim any merit from the ac-

ceptance of the office of Prime Minilier, to ftate

that the public good was the fole obiecl: of his

having fubmrtted to the yoke. In Mr. Pitt's firtl

appointment to the office of Prime Minifrefj he

accufcd Mr. Pox of inordinate ambition, in the

warmth of debate, fuch as Mr. Addington may

expect: to fuflain from difappo'mted competitors,

who have the prcfumption to imagine, notwith-

fianding thediiplay of knowledge, experience, &c.

fo lavifhly bellowed on him by his panegyriffc;

they are not much inferior to him in any refpect,

but that of court favour. When Mr. Fox was fo

accented, his reply was, " Shall I be accufed of

ambition by a man who has made himfelf Prime

Minifier of the country at four-and-twenty :" Mr.

Addington, though mature in life, is ftill a non-

adult in politics. Will Mr. Addington lav his

hand on his heart and fay, ambition was abfent from

his mind, when he accepted this office, weighty at

all times, but more than ulually ponderon^ at the

moment of his acceptance ? Let him not affert

it; if he thould do it, he will be diibelieved.

But his panegyrill is as injudicious in his cenfura

of his enemies as his praii'e of his friends. " Praife

undefervedis fatirein difguife;" his Rear magnifies

the importance of his enemies, and his conieffion

- them an importance they do not potfefs, but

which they may be very willing fhould pafs cur-

rent in the world. He calls the Grenville family

c 2
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the " Claudian family," but no more like the

Claudian family tha\ I to Hercules *. The Clau-

dian family entered Rome with the advantage of

afcertained nobility of birth, the only birth,

perhaps, afcertained in Rome, and five thoufand

followers at their backs.

They were introduced at once to a great fitua-

tion on their entrance into Rome from the Sa-

bines, and were confidered effcntiallv as the firft

family in the fiate; a fituation they maintained

with undiminifhed fplendour, except in one in-

ftance, where, to rife to a fupcrior height, the family

for a moment degraded itfelf—a dangerous expe-

riment, unfuccefsful in that infiancc, as it has been

in others. In that family, during their career as

republicans, there were twenty-eight confuls, five

dictators, fix cenfors, and a decemvir. Six triumphs

were obtained by them in military achievements.

To them the Romans were indebted for their laws.

They were great in peace and war. The Gren-

ville family has been long feated in Buckingham-

shire. What pofleffions have been involved in

the property of that family during a confiderable

eourfe of time, is beii known to themfelvcs. All

pedigree is dumb that does not fpeak from the

annals of the fiate; and few are the families, as

* The Claudian family began with the regal, and ended with

the .imperial line ; but I (hall confider them only as republicans.

>»ot one of the Grenvilles, I imagine, would be flattered by being

compared to iN'ero.
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Gibbon obferves, who can truft their hiftory to

the records of their country. In what manner do

the Grenvillcs burft upon the fiate of this country

in momentous importance, as far as importance

can be conveyed by property ? Properly has rufhed

in upon them as the office of Prime Minifter upon

Mr. Addington, like the Ganges in the fable,

overwhelming their original powers. Poffeffed

no doubt of their family feat, but with a fmall

territory around it, they derive (I fpeak to the pe-

riod of the prcfent Marquis of Buckingham) their

property principally from families with which they

hold no community of blood *.

The advice ofAppius Claudius, called the Blind,

though certainly not from the unenlightened fiate

* The elded fitter of Lord Cobham was difinherited by her

brother for marrying a clergyman, though a gentleman of very

ancient family, in favour of the younger, who married a Gren-

ville, the father of Earl Temple, George Grenviile, &c. The

hatred of the prefent Lord Temple to the church feems there-

fore to be hereditary. What community of blood have the

Grenville family with the Doddingtons, the Craggs, the wife of

the firft Earl Temple, whofe alien wealth is accumulated toge-

ther to extend to an immoderate fcope the narrow line of the

Grenville property ? The marriage, indeed, of the prcfent Earl

Temple brings a genuine property into the family with an ac-

ceffion of dignity. He feems to be a young man of induftry,

and by no means deftitute of talents. Let him depend more

upon his induftry and talents than his property, at lean: not

bring it into play in debate in Parliament : let him believe the

allufion to it " will be more honoured in future in the breach

than the obfervance."
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of his mind, favcd Rome—The connfels of

George Grenville were. the caufe of the lofs of

America. Claudius Nero deflroycd the army of

Afdrubal, and opened the way for the conqueii of

Hannibal—George Grenville by his narrow po-

licy raifed the lpirit of a Wafhington, to the infi-

nite deprivation of the territory of Great B.itain,

and diminution of her reputation. Like Jofhua,

he arretted the motion of the fun ; for by the fign-

ing of the independence of America the fun of

Great Britain was declared to let forever.—The con-

nexion of the Claudii with Rome was, as I have

obferved, of long duration in a career of unabated

greatnefs. The decemvir, the tyrant of the peo-

ple, was a remote anceftor (allowing for the wear

and tear of reftlefs ambition, incompatible indeed

with the fafety of the Roman hate) from Clodius,

the enemy of Cicero and Lucullus, the bale fy-

cophant of the people. No family can be more

difiimilar from the Claudian than the Grenvilles.

The Grenvilles have not yet run a fecond race.

It will be long before any one of that family will

think himfelf, from temper of mind and acknow-

ledged fituation, lb confirmed that he can defcend

to the people as was dene by Clodius ; an example,

indeed, more memorable than praifeworthy, but

which does not feem likely to become the object

of imitation to the Grenvilles: no failure of that

kind has apperead as yet in them—" etfupra virtu-

temfortuna, etfuf>ra forlutiam arrdganlta*—In that



fhort period of (heir connexion with great nefs,

by the deprivation of America, tliey have done

more injury to their native country than the Clau-

dian fury difperfed through collected ages. Even

now their facTion is lighting a firebrand to con-

fume the (late, that they may come through its

vifecra into office. Is the language ft rong ? Is it

flronger than the occafion for it ? Thofe, there-

fore, who have given caufe for it may take the

fliame where it ought to reft. May penitence

follow fhame, and fliame amendment ! If there is

a political hell, they have caufe to tremble*. The
author of the pamphlet is a vile dauber ; he paints

like the old painters, without light and fhade,

one heavy flrokc for all his portraits. How ill

has he blended the Pitts and the Grenvilles toge-

ther ! What rcfemblance is there between the

'gehtfo Jhepherd and the dictatorial foul of the Earl

* I fpeak of the public conduct of the individuals of this fa-

mily. In private life, I fliall not deny Lord Grenville ii a gentle-

man and fcholar; he has, too, tried abilities: but how are

they at this inftant tarnifhed by the factious abufe of them,

and appetite of office ! It would be injuftice to Mr. Thomas

Grenville not to acknowledge that no man has more improved on

the public lately as a debater than he has done ; and I believe,

what is certainly no proof of arrogance, he has a larger portion

of intellect than he is himfelf aware of, or has called into action.

Want of animation in delivery is his fault as a fpeaker ; let him

exfufcitate himfelf by action

—

Magna eloquent!a Jicvt fiamma map

tctia nliiur, et motibui exiitatur,et urendo clare/cit. But i(t him

above all things endeavour to enlarge his conceptions, fo as to

embrace the public welfare.
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of Chatham ? That mighty fpirit fprung from the

fituation of a younger brother, and a cornet of

horfe, to the fway of his country. Sir Robert

Walpole's wrefting " the fervile ftandard from his

free-born hand," was the greateft ltain on the me-

mory of that minitter, and the moll fatal blow

to his immediate authority : it furnifhed one

more inftance to prove how dangerous it is for

the iuggeftions of the mean pailions of men

in power to attempt opprefhon againtl a lofty fpirit.

It is raifing a Luther to deftroy the reigning reli-

gion. Lord Chatham rofe on the popular caufe,

and difdained not to lower his fafces to the ma-

jefty of the people— their love and his authority

followed him to the grave, and continue to dig-

nity his memory.

LIow did William Pitt the younger rife but

through the medium of a free people, profefhng

a reform, dangerous in practical experiment,

though grateful to the hope ? That was ihe ladder

of his ambition, though, as Mr. Duncombe ob-

ferved, bethought the Right Honourable Member

had kickeddown the ladder ; but lowlinefs is young

ambition's ladder. Every thing that now proceeds

from Mr. Addington originates from the people

—

vox populi, vox Del.—So was it with Mr. Pitt at his

entrance into office. There were then no Jenkin-

fons, &c. ; and well for him would it have been, had

there been none lubfequently, and had he depended

2
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on his own ftrength and the fupport of his coun-

trymen. They thrtift him out of office: "there

was the hand unfeen" that fubverted his power.

But this writer concludes with producing Mr. Ad-

dinjrton as the Kind's fervant. So was Mr. Pitt ; he

preferved his fovereign from the effecls of a cala-

mity inrlicled on him by the Sovereign of the

world, at a time when there was little hope of

his being reinlT ared in his original iituation ; when

the medical firman was iffued, declaring that the

King's difeafe became the more incurable as the

iigns of convalefcence appeared. Thanks to the

interference of Mr. Loveden and the country

gentlemen in the laft refort ;—the fovereign of

the country obtained the juftice due to the mean-

eft peafant, and emancipation, juft as the gates

of the prifon-houfe wereclofing on him, probably

for ever ! This was the work of Mr. Pitt and

Lord Thnrlow—" Define Tydiden monjlrare.'" They

are now both equally involved in the fhade of

fequeflration ; a ftate they might not fo eafdy have

experienced, had they not been feparated from

each other in the courfe of their political career.

But ambition, like the Turk, bears no brother

near the throne. Their efforts, however, when

united, cleared " with euphrafy and rue, the

vifual nerve" in the illufirious objeel of their

care;— for he had much to fee. He has lived

to fee the victories of Lord Howe, St. Vincent,

Aboukir, and the prefervation of Egypt by Sir

p



Sidney Smith. His convaleicence has heen the

eonvalefcence of the empire. Had he been then

confined in his palace like one of the Rois Fa'means

in France, he would have clofed his actual reign in

calamitycommon tothe kingdom as well as himfelf.

He has lived to witnei's a more favourable courfe of

fortune ; may his career conclude with glory un-

eclipfed ! The meridian of his life was obfeured by

the lofs of America. His evening, I mean the period

fubfequent to his convaleicence, has been marked

with all the genuine radiance of the fetting fun.

1

Mr. Addington is to learn he is butfervusfervo-

rum ; the Jenkinfons may at any time fend him to

join his late friend in the Elyfian fields, defcribed

by his panegyrifi. What is to protect him from

his fate ?. His tingle ftrength. " Man but a rufh

againft his breaft, his. occupation 's gone." Can

his friend Mr. Tierney, whofe talents are the only

talents of the Administration (and therefore is he

not ill introduced into the cabinet, and placed ia

an office, for the difcharge of which he may be con-

fidcred as competent), lave him from a reverie of

fortune ? It may be faid of him what was laid of

Sir John Miller, at the time he wp.s calculating

the weights and meafurcs—"That gentleman has

not weight enough to carry that mcafure ;" but

ability and induftry are ever refpeclable. From

thefe conliderations is Mr. Tierney refpeclable.

—

His nuptial prefent, don iks twees, 1 like not. If
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it is the gift of another, it comes with an ill omen

on his introduction into the management of af-

fairs, I mean the tax on the funds. Is there any

thing ingenious in the luggeftiou ? There is not

;

on the contrary, there is great ignorance and

prefumption. The funds of Great Britain have

been the funds of the world ; they will ceale to be

fo, I fear, from the period of the prefent tax—Is

he to give up the mafter-fpring of his political

inftrument to gain a right to exercife himfelf

upon it? Dire alternative!

*' Efurit iataitam Paridi ni vendat Agaven."

But I am willing to believe Mr. Tierney is not

the author of this meafure, though he certainly par-

takes in the guilt ofconcurring in it. Mr. Tierney

mud know his eflimation with the public will de-

pend upon the due exercife of his talents ; let

him proceed accordingly. He has got hold of a

place he does not, I believe, intend to part with,

nor is it my with he fhould ; but let him remember

he refls on his abilities and conduct alone; he

has not a tingle political friend himfelf, and he is

at this time the tingle auxiliary Mr. Addington

can boafr.

So much for Mr. Tierney, feated in office ; he

will there be fhaken by the paffions incident to

thole who aipire to permanency, in an elevation

O 2
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rocked by the winds, and fubjeci to the guft of

every occaiion. Let him borrow the temper of

one of his lateft predecefTors in the flate he now

holds ; the wary and accommodating Lord Mel

ville. With that cloak, of concealment Mr. Dan-

das may now pafs through the multitude as

JEneas palfed through Carthage, " Tros Tyriusve

mihi nullo difcrimine ageturT But Mr. Tierney is

made of flerner fiuff; he dares to like and hate.

Oh monftrous folecifm in politics, for " politicians

neither love nor hate !" But I cannot take my leave

of Mr. Tierney, without doing jufiice to a part

of his conduct, which will endear his memory to

this country, as long as its conftitution fhall en-

dure : if the country fhall be forgetful and un-

mindful of his conduct on that occafion, it will

be neglijrent and rejrardlefs of its deareft interefts.

Mr. Tierney walked alone the rough afcent to

power ; he had no helping hand to raife him ; he

comes now, not as a tributary, but as an aux-

iliary, communicating more ftrength than he re-r

ceives.

In his political progrefs, he had the merit and

good fortune of communicating ftrength to the

conftitution of his country—^(may he never live to

impair it!) Mr. Tierney has done more in the

wav of reform of Parliament, than any man that
" j 'J

ever yet made his way to the Houfe of Commons;

and few have made their way as he has done,
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pleading, and pleading fuccefsfully, his caufe in

the committee of election, " mocking old father

Antic the Law," and refting for fupport on the

vigour of his independent faculties. He had the

peculiar privilege of communicating virtue to the

other Houfe. One who is now an Englifh Earl,

well prepared his paffage to the upper region, by

an honourable and continent motion in the lower

affembly ; a circumftance which has given him a

place among the noblefi clafs, the benefactors of

mankind. It is not in mortals to command fuc-

cefs, but Lord Belgrave deferved it, by his me-

morable motion refpecling the freedom of elec-

tions : had thofe he is now affociated with been

fwayed by a fympathy of foul, Corruption had

been at this time nearer her laft gafp, than the

fpeculations of politicians had ever entertained the

idea of its being reduced to. It was the failure of

thefe gods of Epicurus, Mc.gnaque rairmrabta vo/a

exmui'ila mahgms, that brought back this Cerberus

to hell, after he had been dragged to light by

thefe friends to freedom and manly prerogative.

The appointment of Mr. Yorke to the office

of Secretary of State is not well ufhered in by

his brother's deficiency as Lord Lieutenant of

Ireland. But 1 may be anfwercd by the writer

of this lingular pamphlet, Merit in this Admi-

niftration is perfonal ; fo am I anfwered, and fo

will I receive the anfwer. Even the misfortune
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of brotherhood to fuch a bafilifk as Mr. Pitt, has

not excluded Lord Chatham from a fhare in the

cabinet. Junius obferves of Mr. Home, that he

begins to hate him as cordially as if he had been

his friend ;—but Mr. Addington does not lpeak

of Mr. Pitt as many did of Sejanus on his fall :

Nunquam aviwvi hunc hominem

;

—he does not lay

this : on the contrary, he fays, This man was my
patron, he introduced me into the world, and

firfi taught mankind to know me ; or rather before

1 was known, but jult entered into Parliament,

he placed mc in the moll honourable and one

of the moft lucrative fituations in the kingdom.

I beg pardon for fpeaking in the perfon of Mr.

Addington himfelf. The writer I conceive to have

entirely adopted the fentiments of the Minifier.

The merit of the pamphlet confifts in its having

developed the fecrets of the interior of the Parlia-

ment, and the arrangements of the Administration.

I fhall, therefore, take the liberty of confidering

the fentiments of the author as the fentiments of

the Minifter: fhould I err, the public will think

of me accordingly. The author of them 1 con-

ceive to be near the perfon of Mr. Addington ; if,

indeed, it fhould happen to be the brother of Mr.

Addington, that would be proving nothing. He

could know nothing of the fecrets of his brother.

Every thing in this AdmimTtration is perlbnal, and

the world is not a ftep farther than if it had

been written by one of the family of the Rolls,

2



and had Ids connexion with the perfon of Mr.

Addington than that of Amadis de Gaul *.

To come therefore to the Lord Lieutenant of

Ireland himfelf, the Earl of Hardwicke : how

relaxed muft be the arm of the adminiftration of

Government, when the fir ft drop of blood thnt

iflues from the revolt is to crimfon the ermine of

the Chief Juftice in Ireland ! Is this the coun-

try, in whofe bofom the deliberate Lord Rcdefdals

is to pour the depot of long-collected trealures,

and which he makes his immediate hymeneal

bower ?—This is the tinging of the mermaid be-

fore the ftorm ; like the country moufe, in his viiit

to his friend in the city,

-" Domus alta moloffis

Perfonuit canibus."

The Englifh Lord Chancellor in Ireland hears the

cry of bloodhounds around him, and figlis for his

uninterrupted walks to his chambers in Lincoln's

Inn, with the humble expectancy of the awaiting

fee. He has attained the object of his ambition
;

he has gone to Ireland as a place of retirement

—

otium cum dlgmtate. But this man, who pofielTcs

not one vigorous eflential to fupprefs a ftorm,

though by his incontiderate motions relpect-

ing the Catholics he has not been unacedfary

* This is in operis ftibfecivis of the younger Rofe; he is a

young man of talents, and an author of no contemptible

promife.



24

in railing one, is loft in the vaft wreck and de-

legation around him. He appears like the man
borne down on a haycock in the overflowing of

the river, who being afked whence he comes, ex-

J]£v>*} claims, " From Wan£g^in England*." Yet this

is the man who could not brook the idea of be-

coming Speaker to the Houfe of Commons. That

office, I am forry to fay, has loft much of its

original dignity, and I hope not to fee it again in

the hands of a lawyer, too frequently ignorant

of its duties, and inadequate to the dignified dis-

charge of them, but apt to proclaim his contempt

of his Situation, and not alhamed to treat it, and

thofe who have conferred it on him, with marked

neglect. 1 fpeak not of the prefent Speaker; I

am convinced he views the office in another light,

and will ule his heft endeavours to raife himfelf

to an adequate poite with that Situation of weight

and importance, which cannot be achieved but

by a diligent and faithful difcharge of its duties;

if he does fo, he will have little caufe to envy the

gawdy feaft of Lord Redefdale, at the Caflle at

Dublin, where he fits, like Damocles, with the

fword over his head. Atthc time of the florin all

is in confufion in Ireland ; the Lord Lieutenant,

the Commander in Chief in Ireland, and the cor-

relponding Secretary of State in England, are all

in oppofition to each other, each anxious, no

doubt, to remove the blame from himfelf.

* Ecce figuum I
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The cafe is ferious in Ireland. At this moment

Lord Edward Fitzgerald is confidered as a martyr

to the caufe; well had it been, indeed, if due

care had been taken to bring back that noble,

but milguided youth, to his duty, to prevent his

embarking in an enterprife where fuccefs was im-

poffible; on the contrary, the fpiesof Government

hung like grinning fiends over his deftruclion,

and fought to build their fortunes on his ruins

—

exoriare aliquis noftrh ex 6/fibus itllor, he might

have well laid at his departure, for this is a war

of revenge. The Minifter muft be well aware of

the danger arifing from the extremity ; let him

difpatch immediately another Chief Governor ;

—

he muft be a military man, a man of experience,

prepared to meet what he muft know he muft

vecejj'arily encounter.

The invafion of England from the French may

betobedefired rather than dreaded. In Ireland the

invafion of the French would be formidable, not

for the conqueft of that ifland—that is impoflible,

while we retain what I trufl we fhall ever retain,

the dominion of the tea ;—but to prevent the out-

rages of the French againft Ireland, of Ireland

againft itfelf (and God knows nothing more is

required towards the defolation of that country),

and expectation and mortification in the mother-

country. Relaxation of difcipline like Lord

Ilardwicke's would create a thoufand Defpards,
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and give confiliency to his frantic ll-hemes

;

and it is to be remembered, that Defpard was an

Irifhman, and might not be unconnected with the

ramification of this plot.

But, however, I vvifh to throw a fhade over the

death of that unfortunate man; his crimes, indeed,

were great ; but woe to thofe who treat an officer

of merit (and his merit as an officer, while in

the lervice of his country, was more than or-

dinary') with contempt and cruelty. From the

Duke of Bourbon to Defpard, from fuccekful en-

terprise and captured fovereignty to confpiracy

defeated, in the moil wretched cabarets, the af-

femblies of inebriation and impotence, danger

exifls : if they fucceed not in the firfl inftance,

they feem to llimulate others to future enterprife.

Even Defpayd, perhaps, has left in the dregs of

revolt, that which, though not more extended

than a man's hand at its fisft appearance, may

rile like a cloud to overfpread the land, and burft

with f.:!'l effedts on the country that gave him

birth ; if means be not found to draw off the

electrical matter contained in it, before it reaches

the earth.

Of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, it may be faid, as

of the Duke of Guife, " Man Dieu, comme il eji

grand clant mort .'" Was the fcene of his appre-

henfion well contrived ? Should he not have been

4
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relcrved for public arraignment, with all the for-

malities of juftice i ulj prepared ?—Rr.t fh

relaxation of difeipline 'her per

vernment, as in pre fen 1 A'n hoar

more ot life would have made Lord Edwa \l FitZ-

geraid matter of the CaPile. Never let Goveru-

merit fo forget its dignity and deliberation', as to

be obliged to acd the affaffirr. Can the hand il, tt

was dyed in the blood of Lord Edward Fitzgerald

be walhed white by all the waters of the Boyne ?

" Rather will that the multitudinous lea incar-

nadine 1"

We are not likely to derive much benefit from

the advice of Mr. Windham, who chooies the

philofophic moment of deliberation, amidft fur-

rounding maflacres and depredations.

Mr. Windham is undoubtedly a gentleman of

fine talents, and 1 will not deny there is that in

him, which mould contti'tute a politician; but

in the long indulgence he has allowed hirhlelf, it

may be applied to him, what "dr. Burke appliep

to tome other individuals, "he brings info poli-

ties nothing but the paffions they excite ; he is

unintelligible in debate, and impracticable in ac-

tion, ill veiled in the knowledge of manki.id,

either with relpect todvia cotrhfryntfeh or foreigners
;

lie is a vara avis, and who fhould build iiis nelt

alone." He has, jnde< d, got ainongfi thole birds,

e a



28

who build their nefls in retirement and in lofty

fituations, and affemb.le not together, but for the

purpofes of depredation, amongft the kites and

crows of the day. Why has he lent himfelf to the

Grenvilles ? His dignity is impaired by fuch a

connexion ; and with all his faults, they are

faults of the head, and not of the heart. It is im-

poffible not to feel a degree of good will to him :

he has the merit of being dilinterefted, if a man
can be allowed to be lb, who is as much "uided

by whim, as others are goaded by intereft.

On one occafion, Mr. Fox obferved, he did

not perceive what Mr. Pitt could gain by his at-

tempt on a particular object ; but, like Swift's Mad
Molineux, he could gain his will : but the will

of Mr. Windham is a weathercock, loole on

the point of every wavering hour
; yet Mr.

Windham, though not a politician himfelf, is

the caufe of a due degree of political fenfation in

others; he has given a confirmation of character

to Mr. Sheridan: I muft confefs, with all the

faults imputed to him, I rejoice in that circum-

flance.

Mr. Sheridan ftands, to the fhame of Britain

be it fpoken, the only genuine politician of the

day: I with him well in every reflect, and with

him, if I thought it were practicable for him, to

obtain it,—a little more gravity, I mean not in his
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general conduct, but in his general debate in

Parliament; but that, alas ! is hopelefs. "Do you.

not lee," faid Yorick, " how my head has been

fo mauled by milcreauts, that if a hundred mitres

were to fall from above, not one of them would

fit my head?" But I affert, Mr. Sheridan is re-

fpeclable, not merely from talents, but from good

intentions ; to deny him that merit, would be to

withhold from him the only reward he feems

ever likely to obtain.

I have feen him charged with art, in a late

publication, by an advocate of Mr. Windham :

I wifh Mr. Windham would learn to ufe the fame

degree of art, and acquire the fame degree of

management of himfelf and others in his political

career. Some degree of art may perhaps be allowed

to a politician, to fet the paffions on the fide of

truth.

Mr. Sheridan as a politician is pure ; he has

the merit of confidency: where will you find it

elfewhere ? Will you find it, as you fhould

find it, in the great leaders, Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox ?

As to Mr. Fox, I fhall fay, Virgilium tantum

•uidi; but I have feen a print in the fhops, the

fhadow of a patriot, which bears a ftrong refem-

blance to the perfon of one who was formerly

an eminent ador in public. It will not be long

to be feen, for the form is apparently fading
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away from the eve of the public; yet is he one of

the tew who received the rare gift from Heaven

•

—

aiios Jupiter <edutts amavii— 1 wifh I could add

the reii. But hope has not yet deferred rne. Though

deprived of his eloquence, and the knowledge

with which it was impregnated in debate, from

which 1 with others occasionally benefited (and no

perlbn ever returned from any one of his politi-

cal lectures, without deriving from tome part of

it, initruction and matter worthy of record), I do

not yet defpair ; hope dawns upon me when I

look for* ard to the hifiory expected from him : to

that 1 look for the renewal of his talents. A book

from a practical politician, or one who ought to

be lb like Mr. Fox, will he invaluable. What

delight to fee Dalrympje * confounded and traced

to detection, by lb keen an inveliigator I Men
like himself 'are bound to protect the memories

of preceding politicians from fa lie afperlions ; they

have an ihterefl in futurity : lb lhall their fame

he _';:<'' ' d, by thole that lhall luccecd them, and

calumuia'.o; •
. (erred from defamation, wheu

the . oimity of the living lhall vindicate the

- iriue ot !!:= fed.

re io attack the memory of Al-

. when defended by its own ho-

r. and tl vi idi( • m of Charles Fox ? It will

* Ti:t • of Dalrymple twi been already impeached

bj his couiitiyiiv.u vtin^.
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he Cicero clearing the tomb of Archltn&des i
.

*

the weeds and vermin that turround it. To vvidi

fuccefs to the tale oltueh a book, wilh Inch a caute,

and fuel) an author to bring its energies into ac-

tion, would be fupcrfluous in itfelf, and in my-

felf prefumptuous ; the etForts of the author, and

his name affixed to it, will command it.

Though laft not lead—the once powerful Mitiil-

ter, Mr. Pitt, mud be adverted to. He has dclccnded

at laft into the Arena; lie has come into the fenate

like Cato, merely that he may go out of it again ;

but he does not, like Cato, any longer give his little

fenate laws. All I can advife him to is, let him write

like Mr. Fox, let him do any thing rather than

be a babbler ; it does not become a man who has

been fo long at the head of the councils of the

kingdom, to be a mere prater in Committees; it

is not decorous, it is not honourable, perhaps

not even honeit : can a man fpeak with warmih

in debate, and not remember fometimes, he is a

man as well us a Muujier f

Let him not further abate his dignity, already

foiled by his contemptible motion ; let him go a

liep further, and try to add to what he is, from

what he has been, by fignifying, like the friends

of Hamlet, "I could if I would, or it '?

And he blends the prefent, paft, and future, in

irrevocable infigniheance : already do his late
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friends, but recent enemies (for this pamphlet of

Mr. Addington, I do not mean the Minifler or

his friends, is a declaration of waragainfi him)

—

already do they begin to mock him. We are told,

every thing relating to him is adapted to office,

infinuating the abufe of office, the inlblence of

office, his geflures are fit for office. Is then Mr.

Addington, I mean the Minifter, Marcus Cicero,

not Quintus, to acquire thole geftures ? they will

be more honoured by him in the breach, than the

obfervance : in the mean while, let Mr. Pitt en-

deavour to forget them in retirement.

We are told his talents are not fo much to be

dreaded in oppofition : I think fo too; but yet it

is himfelf that has taught the Miniftry to think fo.

He would have been efteemed digitus imperio nifi

imperaffet : if he had not burft out into a petulant

oppofition, his authority oppoiing would have

been formidable to his adverfaries, and not a bru-

tum fuhnen. Let him be warned by the example

ofLord Grenville, to avoid faclion ; let him not give

the nation any fenfible difguft, and he will yet be

the Minifter of fome future day. He may be yet

facile prviccps ; he has made the fortune of many,

he has negle6ted his own : both circumfiances

calculated for his return into office ; and power,

not property, will ever be his object. Excepting

Mr. Fox, to whom even his ablence cannot open a

place in adminiitration, with relpect to talents, as
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a elofe and regular debater, he has no competitor

:

with refpecT: to experience, Mr. Fox, though con-

fiderably his fenior, cannot be compared with him.

No man will eafily, of the prefent age, be for

fo long a period Prime Minifter. The wheel has

gone full circle in his time, in law, divinity,

and all the routine of the ftate ; but his friends

are fuch mifers, they cannot give up the intereft

of a day. He has already done enough for his

friends; if they are in fuch hafte, let them proceed

on their journey by themfelves ; no better furnifh-

ed than they are, they will be foon found in the

Slough of Despond. Let them notembarrafs the

due courfe of his progrefs. Fejlina Jcnte : the longeft

way round is the fhorteft way home. He muft

piece his patience with proverbs, but muft

for a time be content to be the cat in the adage :

befides, he is now become a foldier : like Lord

Digby, he bears the imprefs of the oftrich * : Fern

vivendum eft tibi quid frxftantia fluma. He has

had his golden age, he muft learn to digeft that

of iron.

Here is the one portrait :
" This was your huf-

band: now comes the other ; he is your hufband."

He will be like the Hulla in the Arabian Nights

Tales, that will not give up his place immediately

• See Lord Clarendon's chancer of Lord Digby.

F
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after occupation ; a little chaftifement will not drive

him from the nuptial bed : he is aware the com-

mander op the faithful will appear in due time,

to fupport his authority. Mr. Pitt muft acquiefce,

libero leSlo : after a cohabitation of fixteen years,

he has been obliged to fubmit to a divorce; he

has, indeed, fince that time, made an ineffectual

effort to recover the object of his affections ; but

with fuch viflble marks of impotence in his man-

ner, that the bright caufe of the conteft has already

declared him funk down to his grand climac-

teric*, and has confirmed the reign of his fuc-

cefsful rival.

The fucceffor of Mr. Pitt, and his duration,

or rather the opinion entertained of him while he

endures, which I am willing to believe the pre-

fent Minifler is at leaft equally folicitous refpect-
'

ing, will depend upon a due difcharge of his

office : he muft be aware good intention alone

cannot exculpate him where he is placed ; but

fome ability is requifite in him who gets the

" ftart of the majeftic world," and makes himfelf

lord of the afcendant, for fuch I confider the

Minifter of Britain.

The abortive peace, after confiderable facri-

fkes, however lightly his panegyrift may treat

* Vote on Lis motion of fixty odd.
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the great confideration of that fubjedt, has ir-

ritated numbers of his countrymen againft him,

impelled as much perhaps by paflion as by

prudence : his having refitted the furrender

of Malta has preferved for him a hoftage for

his country's and his own fecurity. His pa-

negyrift boafts, prematurely and improperly, of

the manner of his raifing the force of the coun-

try againft the expected invafion. He has per-

plexed the levies by checking the rife of the vo-

lunteers, many of whom, infpired by the martial

fpirit, or rather the pride, pomp, and circum-

ftance of glorious war, would have concluded

their career in the regular body of the army. His

attack on the funds is a ferious caufe of objection

againft him. There he has been undoubtedly

mifled in point of finance ; but his intentions I

believe to be generally good. His reply to Mr.

Fox reflecting the naval flag of Great Britain

was lpirited and correfpondent to the dignity of

the Minifler of this great naval country. His

rejection of the interference of Ruffia was equally

judicious. He feems to have the fpirit of an

Englishman, but what he wants is strength; but

that he will acquire neither by detracting from

others, nor panegyrizing himfelf, nor allowing,

which is the fame thing, his immediate adherents

to do fo for him. His great fault feems to be, his

indifpofition to his being made a tool, and his

pofieffing a defire to let up for himfelf, when he

F 2
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confiders himfelf as not well treated by thofe

who prole.: i i fupportliim : but let him beware

of thofe he lull continues in league with, as well

as thofe againu whom lie has fuffered to go forth

the language of refentment and defiance. Let

HIM BtWARE THE BALANCE OF POWER IS NOT

AGAINST HIM.

Lord Hawkefbury in himfelf is not perlbn-

ally objectionable; he is grave and fenhble,

as far as a politician limited by fuch circumfiances

as he is reftrained by can be ; but he is the fon of

the great ftate fpy, tbe Cabinet Warwick, proud

fetter-up and puller down of minifters, a fine,

old, inflexible piece of ftate furniture, a fixture

in the interior of every adminiftration, a man to

find the clue of the labyrinth of Minos, and to

keep it when he has found it. Mr.Windham may

imagine himfelf likely to prevail againfi this

monfier; but the clue will not be wrefled from

him by that enthu.iait in politics, or any other

modern profeflbr of that feience. What is the

Minifter to do in this fltuation of danger and

difficulty ? I fhall offer my advice to Mr. Ad-

dington in the words of Shakefpcare

:

Be juft and fear not

;

Let all the ends thou aim'ft at be thy country's,

Thy God's, and truth's. Then if thou fall'ft, thou fall'ft

A bltffcd martyr.
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In the various confederations that have crowd-

ed in upon me, and the various characters I have

been obliged to investigate, I have forgot the dark

lite of Cambridge-mire and its forlorn ifle, where

no Hereward now exifts to illumine its receffes

:

freedom feems to have been driven from it by thofe

who fhould have been its defenders. I did, in-

deed, apprehend Mr. C. Yorkc would have

been by this time enrolled amongfi the Barons

bold, and have given the French, if they had

landed, no bad fample of our nobility, and Sir

Henry Peyton would have put on his fpurs to

become the champion of Cambridgefhire, if not

of the kingdom; at prefent he is only the Phaeton

hurled from his car, and the Teins are in the

hands of the ordinary ruler of the fteeds.

Mr. Yorke's creation has not yet taken place,

but the force of the compromife has already had

its effect. By the retreat of Sir Henry Peyton,

Mr. Yorke gained his election, confequently his

Secretaryfhip of State and peerage ad Jibilum.

Sir Henry Peyton has gained nothing, but loft

fourteen thoufand pounds, and the good-will of the

COUnty, INFINITELY MORE VALUABLE: " Thy

love was worth a million, Hal." The county, its

rank in the muftcr-roll of Britain, even Rutland

fuperfedes it in efficient force,thanks to the prowefs

and perfevcrance of the recreant knight who de-

fcrtcd the lifts when the marfhal had founded the



38

charge, and the eye of the county was fixed on

the iffue of the engagement. What a wearifomc

travail has he had betwixt Yorke and Rutland
flnce that period, to avoid the encounter ! yet

was he young, flrong, and equally well fupported

as the adverfary he was to cope with : he fays he

had loft fourteen thoufand of his followers, but

thofe that remained were ftaunch, and, what was

more material, would have maintained themfelves

at their own coft. He has had many fatigues to

endure fince that time, fo that he may probably

have become a fhadow, like the county he left

to mourn his defertion ; he left the county a

widow, but the brother of Rutland has dried her

tears, like thofe of the widowed Anne in Shake-

fpeare. Whether Sir Henry Peyton has been

occupied in the fame employment I know not,

for there is more than one handfome widow in

the hiftory of this election ; but let him make

his efforts any where, but in the field of election.

Few are the men qualified for politics, but their

errors are commonly exhibited after the curtain is

drawn up, and the play has begun. Sir H.Peyton

has flood fquabbling about the admiffion-money,

and after having paid enough to purchafe the

whole houfe, has feen his adverfary fleal in at

half price. Will he, after making himfelf ridicu-

lous by acting this farce, ferioufly offer him-

felf again before the county as a candidate ? No
cheering founds will attend him to the huftings,
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but a dead march will accompany him on the

occafion : his name may appear again in the

Crown Office, (and from the Crown Office he

muft henceforward derive his honours;) for no

individual will venture to ftand the expenfe of

a future election : diftruft has taken place be-

tween the eleclors and the eligible; diftruft of

which he has fown the feeds, but another has

reaped the harveft.

He has had, however, his hour of free will and

free election, and that in the morn and day-

fpr'mg of his youth. His heart muft have been

warmed by the delicious moment, and his foul

fhould have expanded on the occafion. On the

contrary, there was the freezing point ; the mo-

ment of his rife and his fall was coincident ; the

genius of the Yorkes flood predominant on the

occafion, and mocked his defcent from the hun-

tings, which they have converted into the ladder

of their ambition. Sir Henry Peyton may

again be returned as member for the county,

but never again as the reprefentative of its free

choice. In the prime of life, in the early pro-

mife of manhood, his countrymen confider them-

felves as abandoned by him, and given up to the

arifiocracy on the one fide or the other, as the

Manners or theYorkes may be predominant. Why
fhould he have given way to the Yorkes, or in-

deed to the Rutland faclion, or any other family

3
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that may be making its way by the gradation of

power ? Is no fuch character to exilt in Britain

as an independent gentleman of ancient family?

and who was more likely to have filled the fcope

of that fphere than himfelf ? Oh ! what a falling

off was there ! but he may depend upon it the

county will fall off from him whenever they can

find another dupe with fourteen thoufand pounds;
*' another and another yet fucceeds, and the laft

fool is welcome as the firft." Here is the evil.

Would you inquire why Camhridgcfhire is fo

void of gentlemen's feats, and defiitute of popu-

lation, that it can only afford the moiety of a

fheriff and a reprefentative in Parliament ? The
rcafon is evident ; one county election paralyzes a

family, and drives it from its refidence for a long

and melancholy period of time.

Sir Henry Peyton has indeed in due time flopt

his career of expenditure, and gone off the ftage

with a flourifh of independence—" moral to the

laft." But that gentleman will affert he is more

finned againft than finning; he may fupplicate

for pity, but it muft not be that pity which is

akin to love, but which approximates to con-

tempt. Is it his own caute he has fingly betrayed?

Is it himfelf alone he has rendered infignificant ?

He has rendered fruitlefs the combination of the

freeholders of a county for the nobleft purpofe,

the vindication of their freedom ; they had chofen
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for their affertor one whom they had efteemedj

from ftrength, youth, family, and fortune, com-

petent to the occafion ; he betrayed them in the

moment of victory, " lpite of his victor-fword and

fire-new fortune." The pronation of expenfe that

accompanied his election was unneceffary. The

county invited him, and the freeholders were

bound to find their way to the huttings without

mortgaging their member. He fhould have been

the perfon who fhould have given the firft ex-

ample of checking a moft unfalutary cuftom at-

tending the Cambridge elections. The vigour of

his conduct would have vivified the county for

ages, and immortalized his own reputation ; he

fhould have flood upon the ground of character

and independence ; he would then have ftood

upon high ground indeed, above the overflow of

floods, and fuperior to demolition. What has he

done now ? He has undone the vigour of his

youth, and broke the heart of his county, of

which he might have been the idol. Will he

find any compenfation for fuch a dereliction ?

Will this be effected by obtaining a peerage

under that Adminiftration, of which the Yorkes

form a part, a part of which is of his erect-

ing; a peerage he might have obtained, if it

was fit he fhould have obtained it, with the

good-will of his electors honourably and in due

feafon ; or he fhould have abftained from it for

ever ! But peace be to his manes ! I fhall re-

G
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vert to the conftitution and the country. Our

conftitution is a glorious conftitution indeed

:

the conftitution of no other country is without

a taint ; in America there is villanage ; flavery

exifted even on the lands of a Wafhington,

•where Freedom teemed to have erected her

citadel. Would you make the electors of Cam-

bridgefhire the villains of Britain, and the mere

tools of election ? He muft be a villain in-

deed who would attempt to do fo, and deferves

to be enflaved himfelf by Buonaparte, or any

other defpot. Such conduct would give more

ftrength to the friends of faclion than firebrands

thrown into our dock-yards; or, what is moft to

be dreaded, mutinies amongft our failors, if

there is exifting a man who calls himfelf an Eng-

Hfhman, who would endeavour to excite them.

By Mr. Addington no fuch juggle muft be coun-

tenanced ; the freedom of election, under his

adminiftration, has had more than ufual fupport.

From fuch a foundation a fuperftructure may

well be expeclcd rcfpeclable and firmly confti-.

tuted ; but fhould there be any rotten timber in

the building, the firft foul weather will taint the

tenement, and the tenant maintain but a preca-

rious and infecure habitation during the period of

his poffeffion.

The laxity of Adminiftration has appeared in

the Nottingham election ; the lord of mifrule
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has there obtained his full career ; the Minifter,

after having allowed the " anarch old" to remain

unchecked, himfelf continuing fupine till the

period of extremity, awakes at the ultimatum.

What is done ? " Tr ep'idabat fotim quam conjulla-

bat" A precedent is eftablifhed which ihakes the

foundation of the confiitution ; it is like the ad-

vice of Moliere's phyfician, " That arm takes

too much nourifhment from your body ; cut it

off;" but, " ex pede Herculem" you may know

him by his cloven foot. Mr. Hawkins Browne *

is at the head of the Committee, that eloquent

job-promoter. If Mr. Tierney has had the lingular

felicity in his political progrefs of purifying the

constitution, and promoting, at the fame time,

the advancement of his private affairs, Mr. Haw-
kins Browne ftands in the oppofite predicament;

he has deteriorated the confiitution, and not in

the lcaft advanced, with refpeel to his own af-

fairs, under each lucceffive adminiftration. In

the catalogue of every Minifter he is an adherent

piece of lumber, unregarded till a new furvey is

taken by his fucceffor, and then he is returned

into the brokerage of the Houfe, rejected and

unpurchafed.—" O te, Bollane, cerebri felicem .'"

* This gentleman is refpeclable when he is not in the Houfe

of Commons : the higheft eulogium I can beftow on him is to

fey, his private character is directly the reverfe of his public.

G 2
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Pitilefs Minifters ! will you not relieve the

members from this remorfelefs rhetorician, that

the Houfe may be no longer oppreffed by his

common-place orations ? Is he never to be made

a Lord of the Admiralty, or a Baronet ? But the

moft charitable office would be to create him a

Peer : then the Houfe would get rid of him at

once; but, alas! he is not of a quality fubtle

enough to pafs through the portal of the other

Houfe !—Something too much of this.

I cannot quit my political difcuffion without

adverting to an individual, who has made more

noife in the world than Mr. Hawkins Browne in

the Houfe of Commons ; his progrefs too has

been fomething more rapid—I mean Buonaparte.

Of Buonaparte I have faid nothing, becaufe

others have faid fo much. I am hoftile to the

enemies of my country, to him confequently

moft hofiile; but his fury has dilarmed his power.

I prophefy his term in futurity will be fhort ; he

is a comet burnt out : long may it be before fuch

a phenomenon fhall appear again in the political

hemifphere ! But to whom do we owe the har-

mony of the fphere of Britain ? what has pre-

ferved us from the peflilential effect of this por-

tentous apparition ? In the fir ft place undoubt-

edly Providence, who gives to a great foul the

means of working mighty effects by engines dif-
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proportioned to the occafion. Sir Sidney Smith

rofe in the Eaft the day-ftar of our fafety, but

we have not worfhipped this flar in the Eaft.

We have brought no rich offerings before it;

yet has the country, which has derived its fafety

from its influence, acknowledged its power and

protection. Sir Sidney Smith has received a tardy

acknowledgment of his worth from his country;

tardy, and not coincident with the occafion : but

many perfons of tranfcendent merit have never,

during their exifience, obtained any teftimony

of a fenfe of their exertions from thofe who have

benefited by their effecl : to him the acknow-

ledgment comes in the vigour of life, an acknow-

ledgment not indeed adequate to his merit ; but

then it is a proud pre-eminence to have his coun-

try indebted to him : it will in the end afcertain

the debt, as far as fuch a debt can be afcertained,

and endeavour to difcharge it with intereft. In

the mean while, let Sir Sidney Smith acknow-

ledge the favour of the Almighty, who has fe-

lecled him as the inflrument of the deliverance

of his country ; a potent privilege, and beftowed

only on the favoured by Heaven : with a flonc

and a fling has he confounded the champion of

the Philiftines, and has wrefted his own fword

from him to enforce the effect of victory : he

has become the hero and faviour of Paleftine.
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The infidel fled before him, and we retain our

religion, laws, and liberty, in confequence of his

interpolation. What has he to do after luch a

fiupendous accomplishment ? To revere in fdence

the Power that raifed him from the confines of a

prifon, to cope, and cope fucceisfully, with the

moft cogent athleta in the univerfe, to fcatter his

forces, and annihilate the projecls of his am-

bition. In f:huce let him revere the wonderful

workings of Providence in his favour, and through

bim of his country, nor mar l'\ complaint the great

devolution of consideration that will attach to

bis character. To him much is due : but his

merit has not been unrewarded, who cut off the

right arm of Buonaparte, and defiroyed his con-

federate in the moment of intended co-operation

— I mean the then Earl of Mornington, now de-

fervedly by his country created Marquis of Wellef-

ley *. The oecafion demanded a man, and a

man was found worthy the oecafion. By his

prompt and judicious conduct was the Eaftern

ally of the riling power of the French laid pro-

ftrate, at the moment he was big with the project

of the deflruction of the consideration of Bri-

tain. General Harris, and thole who acied under

his command, the immediate conquerors of Tip-

* The Earl of Mornington began his career of life with the

irioft noble promife, difcharging the debts of his father, uncom-

pelled, to a very confiderable
j
amount :

" bifgni pittatt c»-

lufats,"
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poo Saib, fhould not be forgot in the triumphal

long of their country, nor left unenriched or un-

adorned with the fpoils and trophies of victory.

The victory of Aboukir was an era in victory

itfelf ; in vain the Nile, with crocodile tears, ex-

panded her deceitful bofom, and as with a full

inveftiture of iecurity, teemed to invite

Cceruleum in gremium latebrofaque fiumina viflos.

The Admiral of Great Britain came on with his

intrepid feamen ; in vain the Ions of Gaul at-

tempted to repofe on the imagined fecurity of

their anchors, floating fearlefsly as removed from

the reach of danger within the protection of the

harbour. The anchor of Great Britain is the con-

flitutional courage of her feamen ; on this day it

had an eminent trial : the daftardly fpirit of the

French had raifed every obftacle to fuperfede the

neceffity of an engagement ; but the genius of

Great Britain under Nelfon broke through all
;

her lion bore down on the Anub'ts of France ; and

the flag of Great Britain, the predominant flag

of this country

—

(fo may it everprove the unerring

enfgnof' i-iclory ! andperifh thofe who would con-

trovert that creed!) foon waved high o'er the

wreck of the hoftile fleet—Nelfon and Aboukir,

" Ventis et Diis Agrippa fecundis

Ardiius, agmen agens, cui, belli infigne fuperbum,

Tetnpora uavali fulgent roftrata corona."

4
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Other pamphlets have feemed to direct thern-

fe-lves to the founding of the depths or fliallows

of the reigning or the ex-Minifters : I reft my
anchor on the eonftitution. May the duration of

minifters be in proportion to their integrity and

good-conduct; but with refpecl to the eonftitution,

the admirable eonftitution, the author of this

pamphlet fhall conclude in the words of Father

Paul, adopted by Atterbury, " Eftp perpetual

May it be immortal

!

." Et dulces moriens reminifcitur Argos."

A. Freeholder of Cambridgeshire.

THE END.

ERRATA.

Page 7, line J, for " himfelf " read " his own."

— iz, — i, for " tbat" rad " than."
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