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Introduftion.

TH E Difcourfe, which gave

Rife to the following little

CoUedion, was preached

laft Month in the Country ; on a pub-

lic Occafion. Thus much only the

Querift difcovers ;
purely in Juftili-

cation of himfelf, for animadverting

upon it publicly, however tenderly.

The Anfvverer adds, that it was

preached at a Vifitation of the Clergy;

and had their general Approbation

and Applaufe : which, if true, ftill

farther juftilies the Querift ; who cer-

tainly not only thought very diffe-

rently himfelf of thofe Parts of it,

which he has animadverted upon ;

but alfo conceived it of Importance,

that others fhould be convinced he

thought right ; or fhould at leaft be

urged to review their own Thoughts

upon the Argument.

As he had no Deficrn to exnofe the

Preacher; whom he believes to be a

very worthy Clergyman, but in this

Matter carried down the popular

B Stream
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Stream by a mifguided Zeal : fo he
is utterly incapable of afliiming the

cenforial Character, to arraign any

Clergyman ; for afferting the Cauie

of Chriftianity with a becoming

Warmth : which the Anfwerer, no
lefs abfurdly than injurioufly, ftiggefts.

This Gentleman's afferting, &^c^ was
not blam'd at all ; and his Warmth
was therefore only blam'd, becaufe it

was thought unbecoming : the only

Part of the Sermon objected to or

meddled with being fuch, as the

Querift apprehends has a Tendency

rather to betray than to affert the

Caufe of Chriftianity.

He is fincerely forry, if the An*
fwerer's indifcrcet and diftemper'd

Zeal has publifhed more than was in-

tended ; concerning the Time, Place,

Perfon, &^c : but he hopes and be-

lieves, it has not. For there were

many Vifi.tations on foot, at the fame

Time ; and many Sermons preached,

in the Courfe of each : and it is well

known,
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known, that although the Queries

excited the frivolous Curiofity of

many, in divers Parts of the Diocefe
;

they fatisfied that of none, in this

very unimportant Particular. How-
ever, he aflcs the Preacher's Pardon,

for the Fault and Folly of another
;

which he trufts the more eafily to

obtain ; fince, if the Queries are fo

weak and malignant, as the Anfwerer

reprefents ; he will but have recom-

mended a worthy Clergyman the

more effedtually to the good Opinion

of his reverend Brethren, and rivet-

ted him the fafter in their Efteem
;

by making an aukward and ill-judged

Attack upon him, (if a few modeft

Queries can be call'd by fuchaName
ofOffence ;) where he was very ftrong,

it feems : for this he may furcly pro-

mife himfelf Pardon : were he to afk

for Thanks, it would be, he con-

feffes, on a very different Account.

The Querift difdains to ftoop at

^ow and ignoble Quarry ; after hav-

B 2 ing



[ vi
3

ing boldly foar'd up to the liigli

Places of thefe high-flying Teachers

;

he might elfe obferve, that his An-
fwerer's Language is every-where as

barbarous, as his Reafoning is fhewn

to be fuperficial and erroneous. But

he is prevented from making any

Reflediions at all, which do not af-

fedl the Merits of the Caufe ; by the

juft Difguft he took at the Anfwerer's

unhandfome and unprovoked Sug-

geftions againft himfelf.

Whatever the Papers and their

Authors are ; it was thought proper

to faggot them up together in a

Pamphlet ; that they may, in this

compa£l State, walk the Town a-while^

numbering good hitdleSis \ and then,

like other and better Pamphlets, be

feldom or never ford on. And this

Advantage the ferious and attentive

Reader will haye now, which he is

very earneftly intreated to make uie

of ; that he may eafily and readily

jcpmpare together the Queries, An-
swers,
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fwers, and Replies, without hunting

in an obfcure Nook of a Country

News-Paper. A Trouble this, as it

fhould feem, too great for the An-
fwerer himfelf : who fcarce ever re-

peats the Words of the Querift ; and

mofl commonly fights with an ideal

Adverfary, a Phantom of his own
raifing. But this is a very natural

Confequence of his native ^luixotifm\

vvhofe darling Dulcinea^ the fairy

Object of his fpiritual Affedion; as

well as the gigantic Objeds of his

fpiritual Hate and flaming Zeal, are

equally unreal and imaginary : and

as the former exifls in 7iubibiis only,

fo the latter fhould only be look'd

for in partibus injidelium ; and not

among his chriftian Brethren.

The Argument however is impor-

tant ; though fuch Arguers are not

:

and it is humbly hoped the Public

will excufc and favour us ; while we
thus modeftly throw in our Mite into

the
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the Treafury of current Reafoning on
this great Subjed. In doing which,

I can anfwer for One ; and I am wil-

ling to believe the fame of the Others,

ubi judicium maturuerit; the fincere

Intention is, to ferve the glorious

Caufe of religious Liberty in general,

and ofChriftian Charity in particular.

The Compiler of this CoUeftion

adds no more ; fave only, that hav-

ing read no one Book or Pamphlet on
the Subjed, but writing wholely from

his own Judgement ; if he /hall hap-

jpen to have faid any thing that has

been faid before, or that has been an-

Iwered before ; he hopes for the can-

did Allowance of the Reader ; that

the one will not be afcribed to Bar-

rennefs or a Difpofition to Plagiarifin;

nor the other to an obftinate Tenacity

br even Reludance to yield, when

better Reafons are given.

NUM-
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NUMBER I.

7c the Printer of the Norwich
M E R C U R r.

uT
SIR, O^ober 13, 1753.

« ^ ii H E annexed Paper comes
<* I from a Friend of yours j who

defires you will print it, juft

as it is, or not at all ; in your

" next Paper : and experts it, as a piece

** of juftice, from you, that you do not

** (hew the MS. to any body; by which
•* even a guefs may be aimed at the Au-
•• thor : Whofe Name would add no
•* weight of Reafon to his performance

;

*• yet might bring a weight of Odium on
•* himfclf. Let it fufficc*, he is a ferious

•* and fincere Chrifhian ; ii hearty friend

•' to Liberty, fpiritual and civil 3 a lover

•* of Mankind, and
** Your humble Servant."

^ J R
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SIR,
A Reverend Clergyman, whofe perfonal

charadler cannot fuffer from any thing I

may fay j for his Name fhall not be men-
tioned, nor any thing leading to it ; whofe

Abilities in his profeflion fhall not be im-

peached by me ; for I fhall not fpeak to

the general matter, or particular manner

of his difcourfe : was pleafcd, in a late

Sermon, on a public occafion j to aflert the

Caufe of Chrijliajiity, with fome Zeal and

Warmth ; which, as he was himfelf veiry

fenfible of, fo he juftiiied to himfelf and

his hearers on this account particularly

;

becaufe " Judaifm is of late become fo fa^
" JJjionable amongfl us :" and again, becaufe

** 'Judaifm and Infidelity are now gaining

*' ground upon us :" and, in the progrefs of

his argument, he could not help expreffing

fome Wonder and Indignation ; that any (as

yet) Chriflian State fhould once think of

granting any kind of privileges to a people

;

whom the jufl doom of the Almighty had

condemned to be fcattered all over the earth :

Such grant he called an Attempt at leaf!:,

and Endeavour to fet afide and make void

the Prophecies of God, concerning the Jeijus,

I hope, and firmly believe, I have very faith-

fully
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fully reported the Words, which were made

ufe of
J and which were written down, im-

mediately after Service, by an attentive

hearer : and I am afTured, there were many
more of the like import ; which are omitted

.

Now as, I dare fay, this Gentleman's Zeal

was much applauded by others -, and the

Dictates of it were followed by himfelf, with

no fmall Satisfaction ; I intreat him to be-

lieve, my fingle defign in this paper is,

without aiming to Icffen him in his own
opinion, or that of anv other Perfon j to

fuggeft to him and others, with the utmofl

fniiplicity, and with all imaginable candor

and temper, in the unalfuming form of

Queries, the Sentiiments j which arofe in my
mind, on hearing this account.

It is too notorious, to need being men-
tioned J that the late A(5t of Parliament, re-

moving the Incapacity, under which all Jnvs
lay before, of being naturalized j gave occa-

fion to thefe expreffions of w^armth and

wonder and indignation : I would alk there-

fore •

I. Whether it Is Decent in any Man to

cxprefs himfelf, in this manner, concerning

any Law of the Land : whatever his private

C opinion
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opinion of it may be j and even fuppojfing

that opinion a juft one ?

2. Whether the pafiing this Ad doth in

'Truth imply any difpofition in the Legifla-

ture to favour Jiidaif?/! ^ By which, I pre-

fume, all Men underlland the Jewifo Reli-

3. Whether, if neither Decency is out-

raged in the Expreflion, nor Tj^nth in the

matter of Fad: ; yet fuch Invidious Reflec-

tions ought to be call on the Legiflature^

from the Pulpit ; without or before due In-

quiry into the probable motives to the mea-

fure complained of? .

4. Whether any one Jew has received

benefit, or any one Ckrijiian detriment^

from this Law 3 or either can receive either,

without fom^e new Ad made in Confequence

of this ?

5. Whether if every ^jew^ that can afford

and is willing to pay for an Ad of Parliament

to naturalize him, and can moreover obtain

one, be accordingly naturalized 3 it can yet

be afferted, with any Truth, Senfe, or Mo-
deily ; that judaifm is fajhionahle^ is encou-*

raged, or is gaining ground ^

6. Whether any Jeiv is more or lefs likely

ty continue fo ; for being well treated in the

country
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fcountry he has chofeii for his refidence,

and is permitted to fettle in ?

7. Whether the Religion or the Nation of

the Jeivs are at all concerned in or affected

by what hath pafTed in the lail Seifioa of

ParHament ?

8. Whether fixing a few y^w//Z> fiimilies

in BjUgland^ with certain advantages ; affirmed

to be no greater, but in fome refpe(5ls lefs,

than 'Jews born here have a right to ; can

be called, with any Propriety, an attempt

to fet afide Prophecies ; which refpe(ft not

particular Jeics^ hut the whole nation or

commonwealth ol Ifrael'^

9. Whether there is one fingle Prophecy

to be found in the Bible, levelled at the

perfon of any JcdL^ not then born j con-

fidered feparately from his nation and coun-

ti-y ?

. 10. Whether the Eftablifliment of a few

Jews in England ; a few in F?'{i/7cej a great

many in Spaijij Portugal, Germany, Poland^

and other parts of £//ro/'t' ; of more, in divers

parts of Africa j and of fome more, in Ame-
ricay be any contradiction to that denunci-

ation, which faith j the People fliall be fcat-

tered all over the Earth, and (liall not return

to fettle in their own land j which is in Afia ^

C 2 II. Whe-
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11. Whether fuch JewSy as may now te

difpofed to apply for Naturalization ; would
certainly have turned Chrijiians^ or left Eng^

land \ had not their Incapacity been removed

by this A<fl ?

12. Whether We, as Chrifiians^ have any

right to dillrefs, perfecute, or afflict others;

merely for being Jeivs; and without receivin

any other provocation from them ?

1 3 . Whether We^ as Me?iy have any right

to harrafs others, or make them in any re-

fpe6t uneafy -, merely for thinking differently

from ourfelve.^, on any Subject v/hatever

:

provided this diverfity of opinion affedt not

private or public quiet ?

14. Whether We, as a Traditig people,

have not a right, (if we pleafe, and if wc

think it agreeable to good pohcy.) to give all

civil encouragement to all trading perfons ;

who are difpofed to live quietly among us, not

interfering with our Church or State efla-

bliiliment ?

15. Whether there is, orcanbe» any kind

of danger, from Jews living in England y

th^it Englijlmien will renounee Chrijiianity^

to embrace Jiidaifm .^ And whether there

appeareth any kind of difpofition, to go over

to the i-eligious notions of that People ?

16. Whether
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1 6. Whether any good Churchman can

ferloufly pray to God, In behalf of Jews ;

even while he is commemorating our Sa-

viour's PafTion, on the day of its Anniver-

fary j yet continue in the gall of bitternefs

toward that unhappy People ?

17. Whether that Ignorance^ Hardnefs of

Hearty and Contempt of God's JVordy which

we are then inftrudied charitably to pray may
be taken from Jews ; do not feem, under

the Garb of Zealy to have poflciTed fome 5

who call and think themfelves Chrijlians F

I could afk many more Queflions ; but I

fear, I have already alked too many : and I

am very confident, more than I am hkely to

receive a fatisfaftory anfwer to, from fuch ;

who, however otherwife well difpofed, of

which I cannot doubt j yet feem in this mat-

ter to have fallen-in with a popular clamor;

without once examining into the ground

©fit.

NUM-
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NUMBER II.

To the Printer of the N o r w i c H

MERCURY,

S I Ry

IBeg leave, through the Channel of youf-

Paper, to offer a few things by way of

Anfwer to a Letter, with a long Cata-

logue of Queries annex'd. The Author has,

out of his great Candour and good Nature,

concealed theName of the Preacher 3 though

"he has defcribed the Man fo plain, that no

one can be miftaken : I muff own, that with

thofe Expreffions of Simplicity, Candour and

Temper, I never read Sentiments declared

with more Rancour and Ill-nature : I will

fuppofe, both from the Matter and Manner

of the Performance, that the Author is not

of the Order cf Clergy ; for I think, no

Clergyman would have taken upon himfelf,

in fo publlck a Manner, the Authority of a

Cenfor j and have arraigned a Brother ; be-

caufe
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caufe that, in his minillerial Fundion, and

before a colledive Body of his Brethren, H:;

did from the Pulpit aflert the Caufe of Chrif-

tianity with a Warmth of Zeal, that be-

came a true Proteftant Clergyman, a fmcere

Chriftian, and an hearty Friend to the Church

Eftablilhed. I am now delivering tlie Senti-

ments of the Audience ; (exci^u this very

attentive Flearer :) or the Preacher would

not have had the Compliments of Thanks

from his Brethren, as I am well alTured he

had
-J
as alfo from a Worthy Learned Gentle-

man, who has the Honour to prefide at the

Vifitatorial Court held in the Place, where

this Difcourfe was delivered.

I am you?' conjlant Reader,

and humble Servant, &cc*

Query i. Every Individual, who by the

Law of the Land is inftrumental in fending:

Members to Parliament, is a Part of the Con-
ftitution 3 and, as fuch, has not only a Right

to declare his Sentiments, upon an A6t of

Parliament already pafTed ; but alfo to en-

force that Right, by a Petition to his Mem-
bers, for a Repeal of that Law j which fliall

be thought detrimental to the Conftitution,

either in Church or State.

2. When
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2. When the Perfons, who by the Con-
ftitutionare veiled with a Power of Enadling

Laws,^ ihall think fit to make fuch a Law,
as by the common Voice of the People, is

or may be of Prejudice to Rehgion j 'tis no
Breach of Charity to fay, that fuch Perfons

have not a due Regard to the Fundamentals

or Efience of Religion.

3. In Defence of Religion, the Pulpit is

the proper Channel ; this worthy Clergyman

was Preaching on a Publick Occafion before

his Reverend and Learned Brethren, when
the Subjed: Matter was the Caufe of Chrif-

tianity j and if He was a<5luated by Zeal ori

fuch a Subject, I think that Zeal could not

give Difguft to his Reverend Brethren, nor

Offence to a Chriftian Audience.

4. I always looked upon this Ad, but as

a Prelude to as many more, as fhould here-

after be thought proper to ferve their Pur-

pofe ; which makes the Repeal of this Law
the more neceflary, to prevent future bad

Confequences.

ij. So foon as we fee an A6t of Parliament

palled, which gives the Jews a Privilege,

that before they had not, of becoming

Members of that State, in which they make

their Abode j 'tis entirely confiflent both with

Truth,
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Truth, Senfe and Modefty, to alTert ; that

by fuch Encouragement Judailm is gaining

Ground, and may one Day become falhion-

able.

6. Where Policy is the Spirit actuating, I

cannot beheve, that a Jew Convert will ever

make a good Chriflian ; that 'tis not very

material to the prefent Purpole, whether he

continues a Jew or not.

7. To the Seventh Query I refer to my
Anfwer to the Fourth.

8. I do apprehend, as a Chriflian, that

you can no more feparate a few Jewifh Fa-

milies, as exempt from the Prophecies ; than

you can make a Frenchman an Englifliman,

but by fpecial AS: of Parliament j and an

Attempt to do fo, is to endeavour at leafl to

fct fuch Prophecies afide.

9. As to the Jews not then born, they

muft be confidered feparately from their Na-
tion and Country ; as the Denunciation fays,

that they fliall be no more a People ; confe-

quently, the Defcendants of thofe difperfed

can be conlidered in no other Light, than as

a Sedt only ; and I don't know, that there is

any Authority given to a State, cither from

Scripture or Revelation, to take off or alle-

viate that Denunciation.

D 10. That
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10. That They arc thus fcattered over all

the Earth, is confequent of the Curfc inhe-

rited ; and to admit an EftabHfhment of the

Jews, is a Contradi(5lion to that Denuncia-

tion; becaufe no Chriflian can underftand it

as Local, but altogether Perfonal; refpeding

a Se6t only, particularly diftinguifhed under

the Appellation of Jews.

1 1

.

Whether the Jews would have turned

Chriftians, or have left Englandy is not very

material to a Chriftian 5 and I hope foon to

fee their former Incapacity foon recon-

firmed.

12. and 13. To continue the Jews in their

former Incapacity, is no more an Oppreffion ;

than is the Exclufion of all other Secflarians

from having a Share in the Civil Govern^

ment.

14. The Jews did not want an Ad: ofPar-

liament, purely and fimply for Trade ; as 'tis

notorious, that they carried on a large Traf-

iick, and many of them amaffed great

Wealth ; in fuch a manner, as I hope a

Chriftian would be afhamed of ; and all this,

under their former Incapacity ; But they have

a View fbill farther ; and if they fhould once

come to hold Properties, they will then be

Interwoven with the State 5 they will have a

Power
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Power by their Freeholds to fend Members
to Parliament ; and we may one Day fee a

Jew returned for County or Corporation

;

which, I fpeak as a Chriftlan, God forbid 1

15. In an Age, when Infidelity isfo pre-

valent, and to be religious fo unfafliionable

;

there may a Danger arife from having Jews
legally eftabliflied.

16. I can, as a good Chriftian.. pray for

the Converfion of the Jews j and at the fame

time wilh never to fee their Incapacity re-

moved : as I can forgive any other profefled

Enemy 5 and yet not venture to make him.

my bofom Friend.

NUMBER III.

-^ Letter to the Printer^ &c.

1 hate., when Vice can bolt her Arguments

:

And Virtue has no Tongue, to check her Pride.

MiLTOk's Majk at Ludlow-Caftle*

SIR,

IW I s H the Compiler of fome Queries,

printed in your paper of 05lohcr 27, had

himfelf heard the Sermon he fpeaks of :

for I can hardly doubt, but there mufl: have

D 2 been
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been many ki-Ains in It j of a like kind with

thofe tii'o or three^ which were repeted to

Him; and on which he has grounded his

Queftions. And I Hiould have been very

glad to fee the Argument exhaufted by

One j who feems not to write with a view

of cxpofing any Man, or any Opiiiwi^ to

,

Contempt and Scorn ; but folely with

that of recommending to All a manly

'Examination, and a decent T^emper, on a

Subje6l; which hath apparently been^

handled, with too little of either : yetj

certainly deferveg both, where-ever treated %j

efpecially, when fpoken-tpift the Pulpit i;

and made (in its own defpite) a matter of

Religion. - t- - -

I met-with a Paffage lately In ah Author

of great reputation, who wrote about loo

years ago 3 fa ^ppofite to the prefent times,

and the prefent mode of talking ; that I

could not help tranfcribihg' it. Some

adverfary to the caufe our Author was

engaged in fupporting, had quoted the

example of the Jews ; and had taken

occafion to reproach their practice, in very

ftrong terms : This accufation my Autho_4

calls a Slander, in-ve?ited for the purpofe :

** As what Thing (faith he) more bold, than

" Tfachijig
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" Ifacbing Ignorance j \vhen he flAJts t-o

" hide his Naked nefs !

" And goes on

;

" Certainly, if it was a Fault heavily

** puniflied ; to bring an rj// Report upon
" the Land, which God gave^ what is it

" to raife a grotindkfs Calumny againfl: the

" People J
which God made choice of!

''

If your Querill: had light-on this palTage, he

might very properly have added it to his

number ; at a time, when it pailes with

many for a degree of Merit, to revile this

unhappy People wi^h all imaginable Mahg-
nity y and without any kind of reftraint

from Religion, Decency, Truth, or Good-

Manners.

I have not feen any Anfwer to thofe

Queries ; as indeed I did not expect any :

[for I cannot reckon that in your laft paper

an Anfwer, in any refpe6l ; nor do I

fuppofe the Querifl: will reply, in vindication

of himfelf from the imputation, of 'Rancor

and Ill-nature ; but will leave it to every

Reader, to judge of this for himfelf j as

alfo of the other FaSis and ReafoningSj in

that extraordinary paper : ] but I have

lillened to the difcourfe of as many as I

could without Lnpertinence or Olhcioufnefs,

when publicly talking of the Act, And I

thinkj
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think, I have obferved ; that Moft perfbns

begin with confidering it, as a religions matter >

which conlideration, however, they loon

forget or forego : and attack it in a lan-

guage and with a licenfe, which No Religion

will juftify. Thus, when a man fets-out

with affuming, that " All 'Jeivs are Rogues

and Cheatsj ^d' I would no more con-

tinue to argue with Him : than I would with

one, who Ihould advance the fame of any

other Natio72', or of any particular ProfeJfioiXy

in our own Nation. It is imfojjible^ any

man can hiow this to be true j it is next-to

hnpojjible, itfliould^^ true^ audit is monftroufly

'Wicked to affirm it, as uiiquefllonably true*

Again, when a man lays it down for an

undoubted Fa5i\ that One or More in the

Adminiftration touched a fwinging Bribe from

the Jeivs: and fo their Bill paffed through

both Houfes, and received the Royal AlTentj

as it were, by Stealth: I can very hardly for-

bear fmiling, and thinking of the Army in

the Rehearfal ^ which lay conceled and in

difguife at Knightsbridge : and I would no

more difpute with fo fhrewd a Politician^

than I would defile myfelf with a Night-

man's Cart ; or difcufs gravely the political

Ordure, the fenfelefs and witlefs Brutalities,
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fo offenfive to every ferlous reader, in every

Londo7i Evemng-Poft. And, to mention no

more, when a perfon argues fiercely againft

what he hath not fo much as read -, and

charges a Law of the Land with abfurd Con-,

fequences i which it has exprefly provided

againft : one's time mufl: lie wretchedly in-

deed upon one's hands, to wafte it in at-

tempting to convince or filence fuch arguers.

Inftances of all thefe I have met-with j but

have not yet met-with one^ of a fober feri-

ous and fenfible attack. I cannot doubt,

but folid Objections do lie againfl: this or any

other naturalizing fcheme ; whether confi-

dered in a political or a commercial light :

the only Two, in which I conceive (tho' I do

not affirm it) they are to be confidered : but

I have not had the fortune to hear them ;

and if I had, I as little doubt; but they

would admit of folid and fatisfadtory An-
fwers. Mean-time, I confefs; I am heartily

tired of hearing only Clamor, witliout any

Rcafon ; Chriflianity flrenuoufly bawi'd-for

and devoutly drunk-for ; with much vehe-

ment Railing and unchriftian Reviling of

fuch, as do not approve of this conduct : as

though they were avow'd Enemies or fecrct

. Betrayers of our common Faith, Favourers

and
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and Encouragers of yiidcufm and Infidelity,

proilitute Slaves of a corrupt Miniflry -, and

the like. This is, I own, a very fliort and

eafy way of carrying any caufe ; but no

very great recommendation of the caufe,

or the friends to it. Call any meafure you

diflike, by the invidious Name of a Minijiertal

jfohbj and you need fay no more : nor will

be expedied or defired to bring one fingle

Proof of your AfTertion. Nay, you may
ufe Reafons and Arguments, if you will be fo

generous as to attempt proving your point
j

which, as far as they can be faid to make-

out ajiy thing, make-out the clean contrary

to what you allege them for. So have I

heard, on this Topic 5 that Jeivs will be

enabled, when naturalized, not only to buy

Efiates in Land ; which is trice : but to

become Juilices of Peace, and Members of

Parliament J which is y^^': nay, that they

will be more ilaviflily devoted to the

Adminiftration, and more dependent upon

it, after veiling their Wealth in Land ; than

now, that they are obliged to lodge it in the

Government-Funds: which is fo palpably

and manifefdy abfiird% that I have Hood

amazed at hearing it.

If
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•

If we are Chrlftians in Deed, as well as la

Name ; we cannot but feriouily and heartily

willi the Peace, Eale and Happinefs of Ail

our Fellow-creatures : and contribute ali in

our Power to it. We muft particularly wiili

and labour to eftedt the Converlion to

our Faith of All, who are unhappily pre-

judiced againfl it j and mod efpecially of the

yeivs : and we muft know, or we have yet

much to learn, that this can only be done

by kind and gentle, by friendly and brotherly

Treatment ; not by cailing-down Fire from

Heaven, or rather calling-up Fire from Hell,

upon them : we muft reverence and adore

the Depth of divine Wifdom, in the Difoen-

fations of Providence to Us and to Them ;

and fince we can have no Doubt, bat all the

Prophefies concerning that People will have

their Accompliiliment, in God's good Time ;

as thofe concerning their Difperfion, &c. ha'-ce

been mofl evidently and remarkably com-
pleted, for above 1700 years: we cannot but

look with Pleafure and Delight at any Step
;

which may feem to tend, how remotely fo-

ever, to their Reftitution to their own Land j

whether before or after their Converfion to

Chriftianity : and we muft ardently wiih to

E be
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be Inllruments of fo glorious an event, in

the hands of the Ahnighty.

If this be true -, what is to be faid of thofe,

who do juft the reverfe j who, becaufe God
hath faid, the Jews iliall be a Curfe -, conceit

themfelves to be juflified, in curfmg them :

yet, although the fame God hath faid, they

fliall be refored-y will not hear of their Refto-

ration with patience : v/ho make it a Tell of

Zeal for Chriftianity, (furely a Zeal, not ac-

cording-to Knowledge, or of a godly Sort 3)

to revile llander and perfecute not the Jews
only, but all whom they fufpedl of that

Good-will toward the Jews j which every

honefl Man, but efpecially every fmcere

Chrijiian^ ought to have for Allmeiiy without

exception ! We need fay no more, I wifli we
cou'd fay better, of them 5 than what our

Lord faid of his furious Difciples, " thefons

"of Thunder j" They k?w-w Jiot^ what manner

of Spirit they are of: they conlider not, that

they are for introducing the moft juflly ab-

horred principle of genuine Popery, into the

reformed and Frotejlant Church -, of which

they boall: themfelves Members. God grant

them a better Mind ! or, to conclude with

the utmoll Propriety, borrowing the dying

Prayer of cur bleffed Saviour for his Mur-
derers 5
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dcrers ; " Father, forgive them : for they

" know not what they do !

"

I am, &c.

NoRVJCENSIS. .

NUMBER IV.

To the h.\JTno?.of a?t Anfiver to certain

Queries, Sec,

SIR,
THOUGH I am truely forry to have any

man, who (I dare fay) calls and thinks

himfelf a good Chriftian, and whom I

am not difpofed at all to call or think other

than fuch ; of a totally different opinion from

Me, in a matter ; which / hold exceedingly

important : yet, as I am firmly perfwaded,

notwithftanding what you have oppofcd to

my Queries, that they are fair, juft and rea-

fonable ; and as I mujl know, better than you

can
J in what Temper I wrote them : I dare

not defert a good caufe, for the peevilli and

unhandfom Suggeftions of a warm and hally

E 2 Adver-
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Adverfary. V/hoorWhat I am^ Is not at

all material j but only, What I fay: mean-

time I do not take it kindly of you ; that

you reprefent Me as adted by " a cenforious

" Spirit, by Rancor and ill-Nature ; " which

Imputations I know to be groundlefs, I am
confident my Queries themfelves confute

;

and you cannot prove : that You fay, " I

" arraign a worthy Clergyman, for aflerting

*^ the caufe of Chriflianity with a becoming
*' Zeal i" which Accufation is contradicted

by every line of my Paper : that You are fo

fure, my " conceling the Preacher's Name
*' was a mere hypocritcal Affectation of Can-

" dor ; fmce I defcribed the Man fo plain,

<* that no one can be miftaken :
" whereas I

dare fay on the contrary, not one in this City

knows yet who it is ; unlefs he were prefent

at the Sermon, or has learn'd it fince, other-

wife than from My defeription. But I ihall

not dwell on thefe unkind Surmifes ; fave jufl

to hint, what kind of Spirit it mufl: be 5 that

will obftinately defend, what, if I had not

held it my Duty as a Chrillian to oppofe, I

Ihould not have faid one word to. You add,

that " the worthy and learned Gentleman,

*' who prefided, &c" (where furely you talie

much unneceflary pains to publilh, what I

induftrioufly conceal'd j)
" paid the Preacher

" the
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«' the Complement of his Tlianks :
" I doubt

not, but He did fo ; in general terms : but,

if it were not highly improper for either

You or Me to force that worthy Perfon into

Our Debate, I cou'd be well content to ref^

the iflue of it on His fingle Opinion i or

rven on this fingle queftion of FaSf, whether

"He did not difapprove of every particular

in the Difcourfe, of which I profefs'd My
difapprobation. My knowledge of His 'Judge^-

went alTures me of the latter ; as my know-
ledge of His Polifenefs makes mc not difputc

the former Facft.

I do not afk, Who Tou are 3 nor allow

myfelf to guefs

:

—indeed, I am forrv to fee,

that there is the worft kind of internal Proof

(that drawn from evident marks of Odium
snfernecimim j I care not to mention the

other Epithet:) of your Anfwcr's proceding

from Lips, which " fliould keep Know-
*' ledge j" according to the Prophet : but

either the Knowledge, which fomc of thefc

men keep, is of a peculiar fort ; "ciz. fuch

as is not worth keeping : or they keep

their Knowledge in a peculiar way j i-iz,

to Themfelves :
" fetting fuch a conrtant

" watch over the door of their Lips," that

no Knowledge palleth ; for the Emolument'
or Entertainment of their Hearers. How-

ever,
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:ever, I abfolutely acquit the Preacher h"im-

felf ; whom though I have no acquaint-

ance with, yet I have no reafon to have

other than a good opinion of: which . is

'very ccnliflent with my differing from him

on this argument ; and Fccommending it to

jhim civilly to reviev/ his thoughts and ex-

prtflions far the future, before he delivers

them publicly ; efpecialiy, from the Pulpit

:

-a place, which ought to be facred to Truth

and Charity. You v/ou'd alfo do well to

q-eview Ygurs 5 and to take good heed, that

YOU prove not a rafh " Accufer of the Bre-

*^ thren ;
" -while You f^'.nfy, You are only

defending the common caufe of Chriftianity,

with a Zeal very eafily and very often mif-

taken.

I fhould now addrefs myfelf to your An-

fwers : but I am ftopp'd on the very Thref-

hold, by obferving ; that, whereas my iirfl

Q. fpoke to the Decency of giving our opi-

nion, however jujl^ of a Law of the Land ;.

in fuch a manner j my fecond, to the T^ruth

of the reprefentation aSliially made ; and my
third doubted, whether any Invidious reflec-

t'ons ought to be caft on the Legiflaturc from

the Pulpit; without or before due inquiry, ^c:

no fort of notice is taken in Your Anfwers,

of
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of thefe material Clrciunjlances j nor any one

of the JVords mentioned, upon ihe llrength

of which the Qiieflions are grounded. This

is a very inditt'erent Omen of the Ufage, I

am to expert from You ; but I muft take

You, as 1 fird You : only not fafFer You to

put that Change on your Rcackr^ which You
feem to have put on your ^elf.

1. Does a Rigli:: to petition^ give a Plight

to rc-oile ? or a Right to revile, if we had it,

prove it Dccmt to ufe that Right, in all cafes ?

Or, more particularly ; becaufe every man
'may apply, by humble petition, to the Par-

liament ; that he may be heard agalnfl a Law,

which is found burthenfom by Experience

;

and he therefore prays to have repealed : may

any man rail at the Law without doors, be-

fore any Experience of its tendency has been

waited for ; and at the Perfons, who enad;ed

it ? and if a man may do this, wou'd it yet be

decent for a Young man, a Clergyman, in a

Sermon, to exert this fuppofed Right ?

2. " All, who concurr'd in palling the-

*' y^ic^'i' Bill, may be faid, without breach of
" Charity, [This is more than I ask'd j I faid

*' only, with T^ruth :] i^c. becaufe the com-,
'* mon Voice of the People cries, the Law
** is, or may be, of prejudice to Religion.''

Amazingly abfurd allertion ! There is Icarcc

a
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a Law enacted, but may he of prejudice to Re-

ligion : [particularly, all Laws which enjoin

Oaths to be 'taken; and which therefore I

wifiy were much fewer 3 but dare not there-

fore accufe the Legiflature, asYou do:] there

wants only the common Voice of the People

(which is moft eafily raifed; ) to declare, what

may be done without breach of Charity or

violation of 'Truth.

3. May not a Clergyman be mtftaken? a

young man too, and who lives out of the

world ; very commendably reiident on his re-

tired Cure : a circumftance, which difquali-

lies him however, in fome degree for know-

ing the Motives to what paffeth in the great

Council of the Nation. Can he be other than

miftaken, before or without due inquiry ; the

cafe put in the Q^ ! And will he be juftified,

in delivering his Crudities from the Pulpit,

efpecially in a ftrain of accufation ; by a

conceit, that he is defending Religion f And

againft whom ? even the King and Parlia-

ment of his own Country ; part of which is

the bench of Bifliops !

4. I never looked &c. which makes the

Repeal uiinecejjary. Is not this as good an

argument, as the Anfwerer's ? But there

will be wifer heads confulted about this

matter, Sir, than either Mine or Your's

:

and.
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and, whether the Ad: be rcpea^c i c- not,

/ fhall acquiefcc, as become^ Mc, in '^iei.i'

decifion. Mean-time I would luppofe, the

words [ in My opinion ] dro-^ped out of

this Anfwer at Prefs ; after the V,- or-i [ne-

ceflary].

5. So " the Jewifh Reii.'ion miifl gain

*' grou7idy when the Perfbns profcinng it

" receive any civil Privilege, which they

" had not before 3 from the S^;in^ in which
" they refide !" Then the 'Jeivs are not

a Sedl ; as affirmed hy-and-by : for the dii ed:

contrary is evidently the cafe of all Seds; and

is agreeable to Reafon, as well as to Experi-

ence. Chrijiianity will and muft gain ground;

in proportion as thofe, who call themfelves

Chriftians, difcover the true Spirit of it, in a

Love and Charity, a Meeknefs and Compaf-

fion, to all that differ from them : and that

Difference will leffen in proportion, and at

laft vanifli.

6. The firft claufe of this Anfwer mani-

feftly begs the Qucftion j You cannot know,

and ought not therefore to fay ;
" Policv is

the Spirit aduating." The lafl claufe will be

replied to at Q^ 1 1

.

7. And I, to my Reply.

F I wou'd
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S.Iwou'd attempt to reply,'if I cou'd uiider-

ftand the Anfwer j which feems to Me much
lefs intelligible, than many of the Prophe*

fies ; for which it manifells a Concern.

9 and lo. Thcfe two and Numb. 8. ap-

pear to be fome cramp'd narrow fyftematicai

Jargon ; which I am not ailiam'd to own, I

do not think it worth while to iludy and labor

to make fenfe of. I find no fuch fhufFin-

Scripture. The Reply, to fo much as I can

comprehend, is this : If God has declared,

by his Prophets, thtjews fhall be a Reproach

and a Hiffing, &c, ; this denunciation does^

not authorize Chriftians to reproach and hifs

them: while the declaration of the fame God,

that they fliall be Reilored ; does authorize

any Chrifdan State to (liev/ them Favor and;

Rindnefs. God will execute both his Pro-

mifes and his Threats ; in fuch a way and by.

fuch inflruments, as He thinks fit: but what

good man wou'd not dread being the Inftru-

ment of His Vengeance, and wou'd not ?'im

to be tliat of His Mercy ; uncalled to either,

but by the principles in him that are tfuely

Godlike, and incline him to an univerfal good-.

Will to the whole race of Mankind !

II. For the reafon laft mentioned, it is

very material to all good Chrillians ; that the

ye-ii;s
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Jews fliou'd be put in a way of Converfioii :

and God forbid, they flioii'd ever be under

an Incapacity of becoming Chrillians ! Your

words imply this ; but I am very fure, You
did not mean they fliou'd.

1 2 and 1 3 . You again beg the Qaeltion ;

notwithftanding which unfair advantage, your

Reafoning is evidently fallacious : for an In-

capacity of being naturalized at all, and an

Incapacity of bearing any fliare in the civil

Government, but on certain conditions ; are

two very different things. If every Jew in

the kingdom were naturalized, he v/ou'd ilill

remain under the other Incapacity. N.B, I

do not find the word [Oppreilion] in either

of the Qs^ here faid to be anfwercd.

14. The Q^ doth not pretend to flate,

what the yc%i)s want j of which neither You
nor I are competent Judges. But this An-
fwer is fo imcharitabh\ in a cafe the Anfwerer
cajmot know J and io falfe^ in a cafe he ma\;

and ought to know ; that I care not to make
the proper Reply to it.

1 5. In an Age, when Chriftianity is fo pre-

valent J and the common Voice of the People

is on the fide of Religion, and moft loud

againft JeiviJJj Infidelity ; 1 am very clear,

no fuch Danger can ariic. TJius eafy it is,

F 2 to



[38]
to turn upon You fuch flimzy Anfwers : but

My Reply fliall be more ferious. I am clear,

there is no fuch Danger, as You pretend to

be alarmed with apprehenlions of j not be-

caufe Religion is fafliionable or unfafhionable

;

but becaufe, among all our abfurd fafhions,

no mortal is at all likely to fet-up that of

turning Jews ; for loo very obvious reafons.

1 6. I doubt not, but You believe your-felf

:

but I cannot believe You -, nor conceive the

cafe of the Q^( which however, I hope, is

not your cafe) poflibie. Mean-time Your

iilufliration is extravagant and fallacious, as

ufual : and by it probably You deceived

Your-felf.

17. As I have here no Anfwer to reply

to, I will fubjoin a pafiage from a Sermon

of Biiliop Lamplugh's ( afterwards Arch^

Biffiop of I'ork) before the Ploufe of Peers -,

on Nov. 5. 1678. The Text, Lukeix. ^^,

56. '^ It i.« not to be known
i how far our

" irregular diftempered Paffions will hurry

*' us : in v/hich number I crave leave to give

*' tlie preeminence to that, which the

*' Scripture calls Z>iAo$ [ Zeal ] : which,
^' being or:e of the moil: vigorous active head-
'' ftrong Pal lions of the Soul, is therefore

^' in Scripture mofi; commonly bridled and
" curbed-in



[ 39 1

" curbed-in with fitting qualifications and
** reftridions. For the ufe of the word ia

* holy Writ ; I find, upon inquiry j that

*' the primitive ZmA@-, the verb Zf\\oa), and
" the verbal Z>}xJt>j?, do occur 33 times in

*« the New Teftament. In 3 of which only,

^* it is fimply taken in good part j in 15, it

*' is limited and reftrained by the Obje<^ ; as

*' the Zeal of God, of his Houfe, of his

*' Law, of good Works, &c : in all other

*^ places, it lies under an imputation of fomc
*^ Crime. It is that, which ( if v^^e may
'* judge of it by thofe Attendents, with which
" it is ufually coupled by the Apoftles

;

)

*'^ may juflly be accounted, if not the Mother,
" yet the eldefi: Sifter, of Strifes and Divi-

*' fions ; as being ufnally joined with thofe

** other works of the Flefh, (Gal. v. 20.)

" Debates, Back-bitings, Whifperings, Swel-
" lings, Tumults, Hatred, Zeals, (orEmu/-
" lations,) Seditions, Herefies. It is that

" TTix-gos Z>?Ao5 (James iii. 14.) that Gall,

" which will embitter and four every thing

" that comes near it j and put men upon
" cruel bloody abominable Prad:ifes, merely
'* to fatisfy their Malice, and bring-about

" their pernicious Defigns."

And
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. And now, Sirj lintreatYou, in the very

ditferent Spirit of Chriflian Meeknef? and

Charity, io ' look-over Your performance

again ; zi'id compare it with what I wrote be-

fore and have written now : but do not write

again, if you a^e wife; till you have flept

and are cool'd upon it. I will v^ith Pleafurd

and Refped: wait upon You ; if You will de-

bate like a Man, a Gentleman, and a Chrif*

tian ; but indeed, I cannot lofc My time* in

any more Rejoinders to fuch Papers as this i

which I have now only replied-to, left You
fhou'd flippantly reproach me with Lazinefs

Inability or Contempt : but although fuch

Writings cannot either divert or infl:ru(^

Others, yet they may fadly hurt our Selves.

J am. Sir,

Tour veryfaithful Friend-,

Saturday, Nov. id,

1753-
The QtJERIST.
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