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Re-opening and Dedication Services
RAVENSWOOD UNITED CHURCH

Ravenswood, Ontario

November 26tji—1939—December 3rd

11 a.m.—7.30 p. m.

Morning Worship, November 26—Rev. Gordon C. Raymer, M.A.,
B.D., President of the Conference, assisted toy the minister.
Opening Hymn and Invocation.
The Keys—Congregation standing.
Prayer—The President
Scriptural Selections—Congregation still standing
Concerning Prayer—St. John 16:23-24.
Concerning the Word of God and Preaching of the Gospels

—

Isaiah 55:10-11; Rev. 14:6
Concerning Baptism—iSt. Matthew 28:18-20.
Concerning Confirmation—Act 8:14-15.
Concerning Matrimony—Ephesians 5 : 31 -32

.

Concerning the Burial of the Dead—I Thessalonians 4:13-14
Concerning the Lord's Supper—I Corinthians 11:23-26.

THE DEDICATION

President—O God, the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, Our
Father which art in heaven.

Minister and People—To Thee we dedicate this house.
President—O God the Son, Saviour of the world, head over all

things to the church. Prophet, Priest and King of Thy people
Minister and People—To Thee we dedicate this house.
President—O God the Holy Spirit, given to be ouir abiding tea-

cher, sanctifier and comforter. Lord and giver of life.

Minister and People—To Thee we dedicate this house.
President—Holy. Blessed and Glorious Trinity, three Persons

and one God.
Minister and People—To Thee we dedicate this house.
Dedication Prayer—The President
Pronouncement and Blessing—The President.
Solo—Mr. T. Hugglns, Central Baptist Church, Sarnia, Ont.
Responsive Psalm No. 699—Congregation Standing
The Scripture Lesson
Announcements and Offering
Choir Anthem
Sermon—Rev. G. C. Raymer
Benediction
Organ Postlude

Evening Worship, November 26—Rev. Robert Hicks B.D., of Lon-
don, assisted by the minister. Special music provided by the For-
est Quartette assisted by the Choir.

+ 4- +

DECEMBER 3rd—FORMER MINISTERS' DAY
Morning Worship—Rev. James Husser, M.A., B.D., Ph. D., of

London, assisted by Rev. J. Durrant, of Forest.
Evening Worship—Rev. D. W. Williams, B.A., of Wallaceburg



Historical Sketch of Community
It is very difficult for us to put ourselves toaek into the condi-

tions of life in this coimimunity seventy-five years ago.
Prior to this time the land was covered with toush, inhabited by

Indians, and overrun iwith animals, tout so great was the desire of
these early settlers to Ibecome landowners that it seemed a haven
of refuge after having been tenants for others. The deeds for the
land were issued at Goderich, some of it toeing bought for as low
as three dollars an acre.

The 'first task was to clear a space for the 'buildings. These were
built of logs, mud and moss toeing used for plaster. (The early set-

tlers found supplies difficult to obtain and (many travelled on foot
to Sarnia or London for them.)
As the land was gradually cleared, the seed was first sown be-

tween the stumps, cut with a sickle and threshed toy flail. By
slow degrees the country was improved toy digging ditches, build-
ing roads and in time the ox team and wagon came in use.

In view of the comforts and conveniences that civilization has
brought, it is hard to realize the severe hardships and heart break-
ing discouragements that these early settlers must have endured
It is difficult for us to imagine the dangers and anxieties of rais-
ing a family without medical help as there was no doctor in those
early days.
There was a real spirit of hospitality in those days and the old

loig house was ever open (to whosoever might pass toy in need of a
rest, a meal or a night's lodging. At times these early settlers no
doubt wished 'for their homes across the sea. Was this to toe won-
dered at when howling wolves, growling bears and screaming wiid
cats were the orchestra that greeted their ears during the nights
(for several years). The loss of cattle, sheep and pigs was largely
due to the depredations of these wild beasts.

It has been said that Ravenswood was named aifter a place men-
tioned in one of the poems of Sir Walter iScott. However, an old
settler states that in the early days when the country was densely
wooded with pine the crows and ravens infested these woods, feed-
ing on the carrion fish in the toay, and the woods was then known
as Crow's Wood or Ravenswood. This may weld toe the source of
the name.
The first post office was opened in Riavenswood in 1853 with

John Rawlings as postmaster. The mail was delivered twice a
week on 'horseback from Widder, (now Thedlford.) Large sums of

money were exchanged in gold dust. At one time the mail carrier
from Widder to Ravenswood carried a thousand dollars worth of

gold dust, this .being the price ifor the sale of a carload of cattle
sold in Buffalo.

In 1866 Paul Jarvis built and opened a 'general store and took
over the Post Office. After a time the mail service was increased
to three times a week toeing delivered from Forest. In later years
rural delivery service caime into use. In 1&G9 the village boasted
of a photograph gallery. Just west of the village there was a saw
mill owned by Alfred Lapham and another one half way between
the village and the lake, owned by Mr. Holtorooik, and a tar factory,
blacksmith shop and wagon shcio were also there.

In 1872 a new school was bwlt and opened in Fetoruary 1873
This school is still in use and celebrated its 65th reunion in 1938.
When we consider all the viseissitudes suffered by these peonle,

the degree of prosperity to which they attained, made possible
only by their industry, economy and perseverance, the large fam-
ilies then raised, we are forced to exclaim with Shakespeare,
''Sweet are the uses of adversity."



The Methodist Church
In the 44th annual report of the Missionary Society of the Wes-

leyan Methodist Church in Canada. Rev. Thomas (Feather of Ar-
kona in 1868-9 wrote that "One oif the principle causes of the
comparative religious dearth in this section of the country, is the
sectarian spirit which exists among the different ibodies of Meth-
odism. I pray (that God may pour out His spirit and make us of
one heart and mind."
Apparently there was a ibasis for this as far as the history of

the Methodist church in the Ravenswood area was concerned. For
we (find there that there were members of the^ Wesleyan, Primi-
tive, Episcopal and New Connection branches. As far as Ravens-
wood proper was concerned the Primitive iMethodists held services
in the Presbyterian church and the Wesleyan Methodists founded
a congregation and church in the year 1867. The Wesleyan church
was part of the Arkona Mission (which was founded in 1861 and
comprised Arkona, Ravenswood, Tripps Branch, Forest, Lake
Road, Paine and Mcllmurray's branch.) In the year 1871 Forest
was organized as a circuit and Ravenswood, Uttoxeter, McKays,
Springfield, Kettle Point and Sauible comprised the double circuit.
In the year 1874 the Wesleyans and iNew 'Connection Methodists
united to form the Methodist church of Canada and in 1884 all

the Methodist churches united to form the Methodist church.
In this same year the Ravenswood circuit was formed consisting

of Ravenswood, Eibenezer and Kinnaird with the Ravenswood
minister supplying the Reserve churches at a salary of $100 extra
per year. Ebenezer formerly was Primitive 'Methodist. The circuit

was called Ravenswood and Bosanquet circuit. The Johnson's
Methodist church was Episcopal and after 1884 became Congrega-
tional.

The first minister serving (Ravenswoood was iRev. Robert Wilson
in 1867 when the church was built. The minister until 1877 resid-
ed at Arkona and Forest. In the year 1884 a parsonage was bought
at Ravenswood from Dan Williamson, near the church. Part of
the time Ravenswood was served by two ministers, ibeing part of a
double circuit with the superintendent residing at Forest. The
attendance was large at the services which were held in the even-
ing, and Sunday school in the morning. The church boasted a
gallery and Presbyterians and Methodists fraternized and attend-
ed both churches. For some time there was no organ and for a
time Mr. Isaac Davidson raised the tune. Among the Sunday
School superintendents were the names of Jack Clark and Charles
Rogers.
At the time of Union the Methodist church was sold, as the

Preslbyterian church was a better structure. But many of the older
residents will recall with great interest the old time revivals and
other services which took place within the walls of the church.

The following is a list (partial of the ministers who served pas-
torates at Ravenswood.

Under Arkona
1867—Rev. Robert Wilson
1869-71—Rev. James Whiting

John Grenfell.

Under Forest

1868^Rev. Thomas Feather-
James Charlton

1871-3—John Neelands
1876—John H. Keppel

1873-4-^Rev. George Clark—
Rolbert Hall, John Farley
(Assistants)



Ravenswood as

1877-8—George Schram
1880-81—Rev. Francis Weaver
1885—Rev. Nathaniel Smith
1887—Rev. John Wood
1891-3—Rev. E. Feasant
1898-9—Rev. Leonard Bar tie tt

1902—W. H. Harris
1908—Gordon Kaiser
1914-15—Thomas Laws
1918—Joseph Clark
1920-21—Rev. William Patterson
1924-25—.James Knight
From the year 1900 to 1920, Ravenswood was under the superin-

tendency of Forest and Thedford. 1921-1925, it became self sus-
taining again. It will also be noted that James Patterson, who,
now resides in the vicinity of Ravenswood, served two terms as
minister of the Methodist church.

+

The Presbyterian Ghurch
The Lake Shore Road Congregation 1850-1925

Head of Circuit

1879—Jasper Wilson
1882-4—Rev. James White
1886—Rev. George Baker
1888-90—Rev. James Husser
1895-7—Rev. H. D. Tyler
1900-1—Rev. George Rivers
1903-4—Clarke Logan
1911-1 3—James Patterson
1916-17—

-Elmer Harding
191 9—James Patterson
1922-3—Rev. S. V. A. Pentland

The above is a picture of the Presbyterian Church, erected
in 1865. The locust tree in the foreground, was planted by
Miss Glendenning in the same year.

+ + +
The first Presbyterian settlers came to this commun-

ity about the year 1850. At first the nearest place of worship was
at Widder. Descendants of every pioneer family can tell stories of
how their grand parents travelled on foot and in many cases bare-
feet along the miles of trails through the dense bush, and over the
logs across swamps and streams to hear the Word at Widder.
The first minister to hold services at Ravenswood was Rev.

Ja/mes Blount. He held services in the school house and there are
rumors that for a time ifche °erv:'ces were held in John Mclntyre's
barn at the corner of the 10th concession and the Lake Road. Rev.



Blount was drowned in a shipwreck near Anticosti Island while on
his way to Scotland for a visit. His chattels were sold toy auction
and some of his books are still 'kept in the homes of the com-
munity. I

In 1865 under the leadership of Rev. Peter Goodfellow who suc-
ceeded Rev. Blount, the congregation decided to build their own
church. Thomas Piggott was given the contract. There was no
dry lumber in these days so Mr. Piggott had to erect and operate
a drying kiln at the side of the church. The lumber was obtained
from a mill situated between Ravensiwood and the lake. The
church erected was 42 feet long and 32 feet Wide. The original
pulpit was much higher than that now used, but was cut down to

its present form in later years by Mr. Dan Williamson. At first

the pews were rented but this plan was discontinued later, the
practice of family pews was retained until Union in 1925. The of-
fering was received in wooden boxes with long handles so that the
usher could pass the box to everyone in the pews.

The Communion services were held twice each year. Prepara-
tory services were held on Friday and Saturday. The Sacrament
of the Lord's Supper was held on Sunday and was followed by a
Thanksgiving service on Monday. On the occasion of these serv-
ices the Session of the Widder congregation and as many other
members as possible visited the Lake Road congregation. Those
partaking of Communion sat in the middle seats of the church.
The elders at the time of the building of the church were Benja-
min Scouler, Andrew Rae and Donald Fraser.

For many years there was no musical instrument in the church
and the singing was led by a Precentor. The men who served in
this capacity were : Andrew Rae, Alex Wilson, John Page and Wil-
liam Nimmo.

In those days the congregation included practically all Presby-
terian families west of the sixth concesion.

The church was also used by the Primitive Methodists who held
their services in the morning.

John Fraser was the first man to be married in the church.

Rev. MeAlpine was minister in 1872. Then came Hector Currie
in 1876. Rev. Currie served the congregation until his death in
1911, a period of almost 35 complete years. During his pastorate
the community developed from the pioneer conditions to the
peaceful prosperous conditions of pre-war days. Rev. James Foote
served as pastor for seven years until 1918. Rev. Wm. Mclnnis
succeeded Mr. Foote and served till the consumation of Union in
1925.

It would be almost impossible to make a complete list of the
names of all those who have contributed in making the Lake Road
congregation such a powerful influence for good in the commun-
ity, but the records of the congregation are filled with incidents
which endear the associations formed in the work to the people
who still carry on in the community.

The following is a list of those who served as Sunday School
Superintendants: Benjamin Scouler, Ebenezer Roy. Thomas
Nimmo, Edward Sexsmith, Mrs. George Smith, John Smith, John
T.'dball, David Taylor, Charles Kirkpatrick, Guy Boyd.

The Elders at the time of Union were David A. Taylor, John H.
Clemens, Thomas Lithgow and Robert Lithgow.



Ravenswood United Church
(1925-1939)

The people of Ravenswood were not behind the times in ideas
and thougnts. They fully believed the slogan, "United we stand,
divided we fall," for the empty pews in the church gave an im-
petus to cut down expenses by means of larger congregations
which would be produced by the Union. Nor was it necessary,
judging by the attendance etc., to have two churches side by side
working in the one community. The Union was consummated in

1925 and church was afterwards known as Ravenswood United
Church, composed of the former Methodist and Presbyterian con-
gregations. The services were to be held in the Presbyterian
church as it was the larger building of the two. Later the Metho-
dist church was sold. The new United church had as its first eld-
ers, Mr. John Burdick, Mr. Wesley Davidson, Mr. Robert Lithgow,
and Mr. Martin Milburn. Ravenswood church became part of the
Ravenswood Circuit including also the former Congregational
church of North Plympton and the former Jura Methodist church.

The first minister of the United Church was Rev. Mclnnis, who
was followed by Revs. Williams, Grant and Bolingbroke. These
men slowly but surely paved the way for future progress, and when
Mr. Shannon became the pastor in 1928 he organized in July 1929,
"The Womans' Association." The first meeting was held at the
home of Mrs. John Burdick with Mrs, Wesley Davidson as the first

President. This organization maintained itself under the follow-
ing Presidents: Mrs. Patterson, Mrs. F. Mclntyre, Mrs, Donald
Thompson, Mrs. Harold Thompson, Miss Margaret Mclntyre and
Mrs. F. Sheppard, Mrs. D. Clark and Miss Dora Clemens.

In January 1930 Rev. Shannon organized the Young People's
Union. The first meeting was held January 14th with Jack Scott
named as president, and continued with the following presidents,
Duncan Mclntyre, Arthur Lithgow, Harold Thompson, Mrs. Donald
Thompson, Mrs. Arthur Lithgow, Mrs. Sheldon Davidson, Mrs. Har-
old Thompson and Miss Margaret Mclntyre.

At the time of the depression the church suffered, and it was
even considered advisable to close its doors. But with the united
labor of its godly leaders it struggled through the dark times and
in place Oif having Sunday School and church at separate hours
it was thought wise to have the S. S. session follow that of church,
giving the people the opportunity of making one trip do both ser-
vices which were held in the afternoon. This plan proved a suc-
cess and the Ravenswood United Church continued to thrive until
it was destroyed by fire, July 20th, 1939.

The above has resulted in an extension of our knowledge of
God and the Bible. Like voyagers who have crossed the ocean to-

gether, we wander back in thought to Ravenswood United Church
and feel,

"Enough if something from our hand have power."
To live and move and serve the present hour.'

List of Ministers

Rev. Mclnnis 1926

Rev. Williams 1925-26.

Rev. Grant 1926-27

Rev. Bolingbroke 1927-28

Rev. Shannon 1928-30

Rev. Durrant 1930-34

Rev. James Terry 1934-6

Rev. Edgar Gill 1936-38.

Rev. C. Husser 1938—



BUILDING OF THE NEW CHURCH

There was a great sadness among the congregation and friends

of Ravenswood United Church, when a fire which in some manner
was started in the church shed, spread to the church (building, and
destroyed it July 27th, 1939. despite the efforts of the nearby resi-

dents to save it. However they were able to save such articles of

furniture as the organ, pulpit, chairs, dishes, etc.

The following week the minister called a meeting df the congre-
gation in the schoolhou.se and the members and adherents moved
unanimously to erect or move to Ravenswood, a place of worship.
At the same time the congregation through the kindness of the
school board decided to carry on services of worship in the school-
house. Committees were appointed, tenders were called for and
it was finally decided to erect a new brick structure, on
the same site, with Mr. Hilton Lee of Forest being engaged as con-
tractor. From the commencement of construction early in Sep-
tember, the work went on apace with the men of the congregation
doing their share in speeding up the work. As a result the spec-
ial Corner Stone laying ceremony was held Octolber 14th, with
the minister in charge, assisted by former ministers, Rev. Grant,
of Wroxeter, and Rev. J. J. Durrant of Forest taking part. The
Chairman of Lamlbton Presbytery, Rev. D. Gaynor was the main
speaker. Supper was served in the school by the ladies.

As the edifice rapidly neared completion, not only the men, but
the ladies also did their share in painting, varnishing and other
work. The Building Committee ordered the latest type of seats
from Waterloo and on Sunday, November 26th, the President of
the Conference, Rev. G. C. Raymer of St. Thomas, officially open-
ed and dedicated the church for services (see page one). On the
Tuesday night the ladies served a supper to a crowd estimated at
over 500 people.

Not only was the erection of the building speedily completed but
the cost of the structure and furnishing of it ($3,000) was taken
care of due to the sacrifices made by the congregation and the
gifts given by the kind friends of the community and former
members of the church, and the church was opened debt free.

Thus it is that Ravenswood resolved to carry on with the work
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and since the opening of the churcn
the congregation has almost doubled in size as well as membership
and the work of God has become of primary importance in the
community. May it ever thrive.



Building Committee

Dean Clark, Percy Tidiball, Duncan Mclntyre

+ + +

Official Board

Back Row: Wray Porter, David Ernst, Arthur Lithgow, Rev.
C. Husser. Percy Tidiball, Duncan Mclntyre, John Buirdick,
Sheldon Davidson. Front row: Martin Milburn. Margaret
Mclntyre, Dora Clemens. Robert Lithjow, (Harvey Tidball.
absent.)



Officers of Ravenswood United Church

Elders—David Ernst, Arthur Lithgow, Robert Lithgow, Martin
Milburn.
Board of Trustees—Wray Porter, Percy Tid/ball, John Burdick,

Ducan Mclntyre, Sheldon Davidson, Harvey Tidiball.

Recording Secretary and Treasurer—Robert Lithgow
Building Fund Treasurer—Duncan Mclntyre
Sunday School Superintendent—Arthur Lithgow.
Young People's Union President—Margaret Mclntyre.
President of W. A.—Dora Clemens.
Organist and Choir Leader—Mrs. Harold Thompson.

G. Carlyle Husser, B.A., Minister

"Lives of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime

And departing leave behind us

Footprints on the sands of time."

Historical Committee

Margaret Mclntyre, Mrs. Donald Thompson, Arthur Lithgow
G. Carlyle Husser, Minister
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