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I obferve, that the advocates for the

new created Earl of Chatham, endea-

vour to palliate his conduft by implor-

ing the publick confidence, now ex-

piring, to wait for fome future proofs

of his fupereminent virtue, of his de-

votion to his country, and exertion of

his unparallel'd talents. Alas! is there

a fifth of the inhabitants of this king-

dom, fo uninform'd, fo undifcerning,

as not to fee at once, that this cele-

brated chara(5ter, now tran Hated to

another region, can no longer render

his country the fame important fer-

vices, file hath received from him, in

his former flation? Can we expe(5t to

B fee
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fee him, in this new fphere, the

fcourge of corrupt minifters ; the ter-

ror of rapacious courtiers? Shall we

here find him with a fenate at his

heels ? Can he now fupport our peti-

tions, enforce our grievances, and pro-

tedl our rights, in that body which he

hath fo emphatically defcribed, but as

a drop in the ocean 1 Alas, Sir ! I fpeak

from the heart of an honefl citizen.

We have, indeed, loft the Great Com-

moner, the patron and protedor of

our rights, our leading ftar, our fuper-

intending planet ; and yet, methlnks,

I could have wifh'd to have feen his

glory fet in a more placid hemifphere

:

what tempefts may we not expedl, in

this infatuated, but much abufed

country, when wc fhall fee every adt

of our much-beloved Commoner

mark'd with fome indecent jobb, fome

mercenary contrad, in favour of his

pliant
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pliant fubalterns ? This free country,

which hath, for fome years, from his

profeflions, been taught to look up tq

him as a detefler of jobbs, the firm

opponent of court pradices, and one

who was lingularly intent upon ap-

plying the national powers to national

ends. What are we to fay, if it

ihall appear that the illuftrious, mo-

deft, benign, elegant, confiftent Lord

N—h n, holds the prefident of

^he council wi(;h an additional loooL

-annexed to the ufual falary of his

poft; and that the faid amiable Earl

of N—h- n hath moreover a con-

ditional penfion of 4000 1. for life,

if he be removed, befides a reverfion

of the Hanaper for two lives ? His

Lordfjip was undoubtedly right to pi'O^

vide againji the events of a future day

''-no one can have better grounds to

iifiruji the good faith of a court,

B 2 Still
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Still more will every admirer ef the

late Lord Chief yujiice Pratt grieve,

and every friend to permanent liberty

ihudder, when he lliall find it regi-

fler'd in office, however delay d in the

Gazette, that this much-hoaour'd pa-

triot could not undertake his Majefty's

and his Country's fervice, without

grafping the revenue of a Tellerfliip in

the Exchequer, and at the fame time

flipulating for an annual floating pen-

fion of 1500I. fliould he be remov'd

before the Tellerfhip falls.

But here, my countrymen, prepare

to weep, and learn how cruelly the

honeft feelings of you all, and the

publick confidence, is ever doom'd to

be the inftrument of ambitious indi-

viduals ! Know you then, that the late

Mr. P— tt, he who gain'd fo much re-

putation, by refufing the Sardinian

prefent,
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prefent, and whom you have all beSn

told, annually left his falary at the

Treafury, and meant Tome new ex-

ample of commiferation to the pub-

lick, if he fhould ever return to office.

This very man, being once penfiond and

earl-created, does, in this hour of na-

tional diftrefs, embrace a lucrative

zndjine-ctire office, to which no refpon-

fibility is annexed, and which, in fad:,

is therefore afecondpenjion.

Let me now afk the few remaining

advocates, or rather idolaters, of this

Great Man, was there ever a fet of

men, whether really call'd upon by

their Sovereign, by motives of choice,

or a fadious combination, forcing them-

felves into the cabinet, that have pre-

fumed to make demands fo injurious

to the honour of the crown, and fo

i:ruel to the diArefs'd flate of their

5 country ?
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country? I fay, injurious to the ho-

nour of the crown, becaufe no men,

who placed an honeft confidence in the

reditude of their own intentions, and

in the amiable difpofition of their

Prince to reward their fervices, would

have fo daringly anticipated what their

predecelTors have alone hop'd for from

long fervices : they have fat out with

what the labours of a Burleigh^ and

the uniform integrity of a Godolphin,

would have been thankful for.—The

real conftitutional ftatefmen ofa former

age, God knows, had a more happy

moderation. Even the days of Sir Ro^

hert Walpoky which have been fo hoftily

contrafted with thefe periods, by the

youthful eloquence of our late admired

patriot, prefented nothing of this anti-

cipating rapacioufnefs, driven as he

was to the wall, by the captivating

harangues of this man, and urg'd to a

mode
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mode of defence, which, however far

from his choice, he never had re-

courfe, in all his fliifts, to fuch unpre-

cedented mifapplications of the civil

lift : fuch outrageous mortgages of the

royal revenue flood totally without

precedent, until the prefent reign of

the Great Commoner, unlefs they

pleafe to draw one from the imper-

tinent demand of a Mr. Secretary

C—p—r; which was, indeed, the

offspring of the diftrefs, not the

triumph of the late infantine admi-

niftration.—This gentleman maturely

comparing the inftability of all admi-

niftrations with his profpedts in his

own profefTion, himfelf drew the

balance between his two fituations,

and demanded 800 1. a year for life

e'er he would venture to be made a

fecretary : one would have imagined,

by fuch a provifion, this gentleman

intended
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intended handfomely to have abided

by his friends i it feems, however, he

hath found out fome fafliionablc

difliindions of the day, and ftill holds

his place, together vt^ith his provifional

penfion ; an example which many

more doubtlefs will follow with the

fame facility, as they have his eventual

provifion. The rank of the perfon

may, in fome degree, excufe fuch

indecent encroachments upon the

crown, and the nation; but what

apology can be made for Lord

C—d~n? Nay, for the credit of

human nature, when we fee a perfon

of his iiluflrious, and eflablifh'd cha-

rader, feeking the fame fecurity as a

Mr. C—p-—r?—Can his Lordfhip

fuppofe, in cafe he fliould be difmifs'd

for any noble refinance in favour of

the liberties or interefls of his country,

that he would want a provifion for

himfelf
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himfelf and his family, as well as a

Mr. C—p---r? That he fliould fink

into oblivion, by being confiflent? I

will call therefore this penfion mere

avariccy a waftt of confidence in the

crown, and cs great a diffidence of the

fentiments of the people he has no caufe

to fufpedt.

The late Great Commoner is faid

to be building an adminiftration, by

feledling the men of the firft abilities

in this country.—His brother-in-law

(whom he hath in fidl fenaf/ publickly

VGWcdto live and die withJ hath certain-

ly neither capacity nor fubordination

to intitle him to a fhare of it: his other

brother is too incompatible and odious

to be tolerated by him. The tory Duke

of the RulTell family (it is fomewhat

paradoxical furely) is not conlidered,

nor yet perhaps fully profcribed: and,

C therefore.
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therefore, this production, from which

both pradlicabihty and {lability are

exped:ed, equally by prince and people

(for they both pant for repofej mufl be

fomething of the late Great Com-
moner's own abfolute creation : would

to God it were a fyflem ! I fear it may
be no more than his former profeflions,

a mere Arrangement of men. For in-

ftance, the northern feals continue in

the hands of a remnant of the lafl

adminiflration, declared by the modeft

and faithful Lord N n, to

be the mojl childijh that ever exifted.

The others are confign'd, idth a vaji

extended dominion, to a young noble-

man, celebrated for his attempts to

convince others, when he never held

an opinion of his own 5 equally re-

nown'd for his intuitive military know-

ledge, fo happily difplay'd on the coafl

of France..

' '^
'

Had
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Had any man, pofTefs'd with the

gift of fecond fight, afTur'd me, in

the year 1758, that thofe expeditions

on the coall; of France were in reality

the fchools for minifters of ftate, I

had not believed him j and yet I

imagine I can now difcover fome pub-

lick benefit from thofe ill-fated

croifades. Touth is the feafon madefor

credulity-y by cojJipariftg events with

each otheri reafoni?ig from efecis to

caufes, methinks I plainly difcover the

trails of an over-ruling influence.

How are we to account for the

mechanifm of this wonderful new-

invented ftate-machine? If it be true,

that the late Great Commoner, con-

vinced that his declining health dif-

abled him from taking any adlive part,

(and therefore not a refponfible one)

that for this rea(bn he could no longer

C 2 bear
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bear the fatigue and heat of the Houfe

of Commons, but was obliged to

recline on the more foft, and lulling

wool-fack; henceforth his views ex-

tended only to the pofleflion of thofe

feals which he hath wrenched out of

the hands of the poor old, unfleady

Duke, merely that he might do no

more harm with them; yet, when the

impatient, and difappointed people cry

out, Forfake us not and our caufe!

Art thou falfe, or art thou fafcinated f

ftralght this great man's advocates afTurc

you—Be patient, gentlemen, he doth

not mean to retire; he is not captivated

with a title ! or bent upon aggrandizing

his family ! but totally intent upon

great and impenetrable matters of

ftate : nay, he will appear prefently

more vigorous and irrefiftible than

ever My gentle mafters, you all have

heard him promife to come out of a

quart
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quart bottle—be patient—he is now

coniidering how he fhall go into a pint.

There is nothing he will not do for

your fakes, and that of his country;

but you mufl give him a little time,

and a little confidence, no man can do

without them, and you know this

man can do with as little of either as

any body.

You all muft have obferved, how

ably he hath chofen his cabinet:

it is impoflible there can be a dif-

ference in opinion, where no one

has any but himfelf: thofe who

were likely to hold any, have very

prudentially left it. And, you may
be affured, he will admit none who
bring any with them. Indeed it will

be a little unlucky for fuch a cabinet,

if the I'ole mover fliould be detain'd by

any violent diftemperj for inftance,

a feverc
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a fevere fit of the gout.—In this cafe,

they muft be fomewhat puzzled ; but

this feldom happens, whilfl affairs go

profperoufly : and Great Britain will

ever have the gratitude to think fo,

while fuch a man fits at the helm.

I cannot but allow there is great

weight to thefe arguments, in favour

of your lately-admired Great Com-

moner. The conftrud:ion and order

of this adminiftration, as far as we

yet know it, is certainly very fingular,

but yet extremely judicious j for what

can be lefs liable to intrigue and cabal,

than a cabinet compofed of gentlemen

who meet upon the moil important

meafures, totally uninform'd and un-

prepar'd~all in refponfible offices,

pledged to the publick in life, eflate,

and honour ; when fuddenlv an unre-

fponfible, invifible, and over-ruling

influence.
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influence, fliall, as it were, infpire,

guide, and dired: the heads, hearts,

and hands, of this able, fpirited, and

unexampled council of men, to the

true interefl and glory of this great

country?

I fear that the propofals to Earl

G— r, and the overtures made to

that party, might poffibly have inter-

rupted that blelTed harmony and fub-

ordination, which mull be the bafis of

our great man's fuccefs j
*' for what

*• can war, but endlefs war iHU breed?'*

But be there a negative, or a correction

in that plan, we have the fatisfa6lion

to fee the very man, who difdain'd

three days before to iit as a Lord of

that Board, for reafons beft known to

himfelf, now fuddenly become, in the

round of the political wheel, the Firft

Lord of the Admiralty.

For
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For the fame incomprehenfible, but

accommodating faculties, we mufi: ad-

mire the Earl of H gh, who

prefided at the Board of Trade when

the meafures and adminiftration of

Mr. Grenville were executed—He is

now a fubaltern in office, devoted to

another man's principles, and, for his

honour, I will fuppofe regenerated.

No lefs, confequently, is Lord

N—th transform'd. He hath cer-

tainly ably defended the meafures of

his late friends ; and, (hould his new

patrons not change their fyftem, I

marvel how his Lordfhip will be able

to overturn his own. 1 always lament

to fee men of ability hurt by incon-

fiftencies, betray'd into variations, and

narrowing the noble ground, upon

which they fhould manifeft themfelves

to the public j but it is whifper'd that

7 his
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his Lordfhip had private motives, and

fo had his collcgue. It is melancholy

to fee the young and the old defcend

into the fame grave of oblivion.

What tho' twenty more fcdu6lions

Ihould follow the allurements of a

court, yet. Heaven be prais'd, there

is in the fpirit, freedom, and confti-

tution of this country, both principle

and energy left, to develop occafional

characters, and to purfue its perma-

nent interefls, in fpite of all difap-

pointments.

The Britifli conftitution is the ob-

je(5t of every man of a liberal educa-

tion ; it is as dear to him as his ho-

nour, and he is equally the natural

guardian of both. It is neither a

lawyer, nor an orator, that a free-born

man will confult, upon thefe occa-

D fions.
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fions, nor will he even invoke the

protedtion of any political deity;

Nor is it in the power of any party,

or coalition of parties, to opprefs the

publick, and long to defile the confti-

tution with impunity ; and, however

the fenfe of the people may, for a

time, be deceived by fadtious profef-

fors of publick virtue out of office,

into a temporary confidence, the fame

men in power will never prevail upon

us to fupport meafures which contra-

di(ft the whole tenor of their former

condudt.

The city of London hath often

taken the lead, upon many very im-

portant occafions, and conveyed to the

nation in general, its earliefl fenti-

ments upon interelling events. There

are, doubtlefs, very able, honeft, and

dilpaflionate men, in that body cor-

3 porate
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poratc—It is not to be found, in the

hiftory of this country, that either the

premiums of a court, or the menaces

of power, could, at any period, fub-

jugate that body of men to the pur-

pofes of a court. None ever pof-

fefled their confidence more than the

late Mr. P— tt, and his friend the

Lord Chief Juftice. But thefe gentle-

men have, at lead for fome time,

fufpended their confidence; penetrated,

undoubtedly, v^^ith the flriking fadts,

which at this inftant flare every man

of common fenfe in the face. He
mufl have but a faint idea of a pa-

triot, who does not at once fee hov/

little thefe gentlemen now fjpport

that chara(fler : nay, how impoffible it

is, for either the crown, or the people,

to fubfifl long, under their unlimited

gratifications. Is not the Civil Lift

already 285,000!. in debt? Is it juft

D 2 then.

4
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then, or decent to their S-ver—gn,

thus to beggar him for their own pur-

pofes ? If, after this exploit, becoming

all powerful at his expence, they are

to gratify their poor diftrefs'd mafter,

by fome lumping vote upon the pub-

lick, are they not then rioting in the

vitals of that country, at a time when

all orders of men, from the higheft to

the loweft, are diftrefs'd ? When the

wages of the manufacturer, opprefs'd

by taxes, defeats with fuccefs the ma-

nufa6:ure, and the pinch'd day-la-

bourer, thro' neceflity, raifes the price

of his own fubUftence ? Yet it feems,

that in all this national diftradion, the

harveft of patriotifm is alone to make

a tenfold return ! Every hourly vari-

ation of this unfettled, tottering coun-

try, produces only fome frefli apoftacy,

fome new ftate fubterfuge, to increafe

the
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the national burthen, and haften the

general calamity.

Proflitutes in politicks, like thofe of

another profeliion, have the fame mi-

ferable itch to extend to others the

vice they groan withal ; and, there-

fore, we muft not wonder, \vhen we
hear that the prefent all-ruling flatef-

man fought earneftly, in his uncer-

tain flate, to engage Earl G-w-r,

however oppofite that noble Lord was

in every publick fentiment, during the

two laft feffions of parliament.—He
would have left it to the chance of a

future day, to have reconciled their

jarring principles; for at this hour

there is nothing the good man cannot

forgive, but the tranfgreffions of his

own blood. But as fadts will ever

fpeak ftronger to the fenfe of man-
kind, than any colouring that elo-

quence
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qucnce or artifice can convey: it is

therefore to the advocates of the pre-

fent omnipotent ftatefman, that the

following eflimate is more particularly

addrefled.—Every impartial man will

be able to judge, how far it corre-

fponds with the hopes he had en-

tertained of the late Mr, P—t's ac-

ceffion to power.

Mr. Pitt's
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Brought over - - 192,700
Col. Ligonier's penfion, for

his own Hfe, at 1500I. a^ 22,50a

year, or 1 5 years purchafei

xpence of the
"J

linifterial fa-(

far as thef
or * - - J

Total of the expence of the"

prefent minifterial fa-

brick, as far as thef ^'

ground-floor

* Among the number of retvards which have
been lately held out, for pall zxiA future fervices,

ought not to be forgot thofe which have been io

liberally beftowed or! the C. family. I

will, therefore, mention a part of them ; not for

the enormity of the fum.s (which are indeed f?;/?r-

vious) but for the honour of the dijVinguiJhed merit

which has obtain'd thcin. n

For the time he was L 1 of a ^
*^'

neighbouring kingdom - - j '

Kis fon, S y, fame time - - 6,500

Conftable of D— C— , for life, under- 7

valued at . . ' . } »2,ooo

A reverfion for another fon, undcr-va- )

luedat - - . \ 5.000

The b of O , as given up, 7

would fell for - - . ^'[30,000

73'50O
And he himfelf continues in high employment

;

ai> does alfo his brother.

E Great
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Great Commoner, illuflrlous Peer,

jncompreheniible Patriot, forgive me
if I cannot, at this moment, add to

the enormous load you have already

laid upon your country ; the further

great expence attending your appoint-

ments to embafiies and vice-royalties

hereafter to be thought o£ ; the pre-

fents of plate -, the fallaries and ap-

pointments which ferve only to amufe

the publick, and to remove refpedtable

men, to make room for your own

creatures.— Still more difficult u^ould

it be, to defcribe the confudon which

your fudden changes create in all

offices, by new patents, new charges,

which muft all fall ultimately upon

the publick. It feems a maxim of

yours, that no man {houid remain long

enough in office to acquire the leafl:

knowledge of it. Upon a plan of

ablblute ufurpation, you are certainly

in
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in the right : upon a principle of

juftice to the.fervice of your Royal

Mafter and your Country, you are

certainly in the wrong. But I will

referve the defcription of your fluiflu-

ating opinions of men, and time-

ferving courtfhip of individuals, for

another occafion j my intent being, at

prefent, only to lay impartially before

the publick, the dawnings of your

new acceffion to office, that from your

ceconomyy modei'ation, and difinterejlednefs,

they may judge what the crown and

the people are to expetlt from you,

when you fliall open the feflion of

parliament in the plenitude of your

power.

Broad-Streit,, I am, SIR,
osi. 28, 1766.

Tour 7noft obedient Servant,

A Detefter of Jobbs.under

all Administrations.
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