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ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE

READER.
TH E following Letter was wrote

(immediately upon the Publi-

cation of the Speci??7en in the Spring

of the Year 1746.) for the Con-
vidlion of a young Gentleman, who
was a great Admirer of Mr. Carte s

Abilities as an Author ; and it had fo

good an effed: upon him, as to pre-

vent him from throwing away twenty

Guineas, as he had intended, towards

the Encour:igement of the New Ge-

neral Hijlory ofEngland, It is pub-

lifhcd at this Jundure, as a proper

Caution
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Caution to the Readers of that

"VYork, not to depend too much either

upon the Facls or Reafonings of one

of the moil blundering and inaccu-

rate of Scriblers, to diftruft his Prin-

ciples, and to beware of his Infinua-

tions. As Mr. Carte s great End in

writing feems to be now fully an-

fwered, by the many thoufandPounds

which have been fo generoufly fub-

fcribed to his V/ork, he will per-

haps think himfelf obliged to the

Author of this Letter for not bav-

in ?r fent it into the World fooner,

when it mig-ht have done him harm

in a much more tender Point, than

it can do now. For the mere Lofs

of Reputation is but a Trifle to

fome Perfons, where it does not

drav/ along with it the Lofs of Mo-
ney — Tho' I have not yet ktn the

new Hifto7j of E?:gland^ I fliall

make no Scruple, however, even

from
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from the Specimen before me and

his other Works, of drawing the

Charader of the HiJlorta?i^ and it

fliall be almoft in the very Words,

with which the famous A72fwerer of
the By-Jla?jder (p. 147.) defcribes

the Sieur Rapin. Mr. Carte is a

Writer full of Vifions, and who
hath fwelled out atediousRelation,

barren of material Occurrences,

which he calls an Hiftory of Eng-
la7jd^ with an infinite Number of

fine-fpun fpeculations a la fran-

cofe^ not fo much on Matters of

Fad, as upon his own Miftakes;

One who has neither the Know-
ledge, Learning, Judgment, nor

Temper neceffary to qualify him-
felf for an Hiftorian, but depends

purely on his Charad:er as a Non-
juror to recommend his Perfor-

mance to the Jacobite World, for

2 " whom
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^' whom chiefly he writes, and up-
'
' on whom he thinks himfelf able

*^ to impofe."

R E-
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REMARKS
UPON

Mr. Carte's SPECIMEN
O F H I S

GENERAL HISTORY
O F

ENGLAND.
•'•|;^T length, Sir, the Publlck has

been flivoured with a Stjcciuien

of Mr. Carte's General Hiftory of
England : But whether it will

anlwer the mighty Expedation , wliich liis

%good Friends the Tories have ib induflrioufly

raifed of his Work, muft be left to Tims
to difcovcr. However, as I know you
will defire to be acquainted with my par-

ticular Sentiments upon this fmall Part of

B his
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his firft Volume, which he has now thrown
out to the World, Til fave you the Trouble

of writing to me on purpole, and give you
my Obfervations upon it immediately, with

all Freedom and Impartiality, jufl as they

rile in my Mind.

You well know, Sir, that I have always

endeavoured after the Charader of a candid,

rather than a fevere. Critic in the Judgments
which I may have accidentally palled upon
Men or Books ; and therefore if my prelent

Animadverfions (liould, perhaps,appear fome-
whar more harlh than ufual, you will be fo

good-natured as to impute this Change of

Stile, not to any Alteration in my Temper,
much lefs to any Envy or Ill-will I bear to

hh. Carte, but to the mere Force of Truth,

and the gieat Uefire which I have of con-

vincing you, how ill- grounded your Prepof-

fefiion' is, in favour of fo vifionary and in-

. corred: a Writer.

I readily grant. Sir, that a good general

Hiilory of our Country is much wanted

;

and could we be fo happy as to find a Livy

to undertake the noble Labour, not only

the Vv'hole Expence of the Work ought to

'be defrayed by the Public, but a large Re-

"ward likewife be given to the Author as a

Tefti-
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TeAimony of our national Gratitude. Uut

Livys are not the Growth of every Age
and Clime j and fomething more is required

in a good Hiftcrian, than mere Zeal for a

Fa(ftion, and an AlTiduity in colkd:ing and

tranfcribing antient Records. — He muft

have Patience to compare his feveral A- ma-

terials together, and Difcernm^ent to recon-

cile their feeming Contradi(5lions ; he mull

have right Notions of the Original of Go-
vernment, and be well acquainied with tlie

civil Conftitution of his Country j he mull
have a cool Head, an hoiicfl: Heart, a found

Judgment, a f^urity of Didtion, an agreeable

and perfpicuous Manner of exprefiing him-
felf, and an inviolable Attachment to Truth.

—

Now how far thefe characlcriHic Ingre-

dients are to be found in Mr. Carte's Com-
pofition, his Friends are much more ready

to inform us, than we are able to difcover

from his own Works, fuch of them, 1 mean,
as have been already communicated to tlie

Public.

As to the fmallPicce before mc, one might
realonably have expcded, that as it was to be

Specimen of his Opus viagnmn ; as it was
dcfigned to be a flagrant Inll:ance, an egre-

gious Proof, how much fitter lie was. to

write the Hiftory of his native Country,

B 2 than
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than the Many who had undertaken the ar-

duous Tafk before him ; as it was intended

to convince his Friends, as well as Foes,

how well he jaierited thofe ample Sums of

Money, which fome of our moft puijfant

Peers, which whole trading CompanieSyWhich

fnighfy CorporationSj which one of our re-

noivneJ Uniirr/ities, (as is faid) had fo ge-

nerouilv fabfcribed to his Emolument; as

it was thrown out as a Bait to draw in more
Contributions— under all thefe promifing

Circumftances, was it not reafonable to ex-

ped:, that we iLould have found fomething

extraordinary in it, fome interefting Point

of our antient Hiftory cleared up, fome old

Errors correi5led, or new Fadis brought to

Light ? but how foon did all thefe promi-

fing Hopes vaniih in Smoke, even upon the

moil: curfory Perufal !

The SuJpje& cur judicious Author, has

feleded, as the mofl: proper for him to dif-

play his hiflorical Talents upon (for we can-

not fuppofe, that he would be fo unjuft to

himieif, as not to take one of the moft

fi:riking Parts of his Work) is fome Account

of the Druids, more particularly of the great

Part they bore in the civil Adminiflration of

the feveral States of Gaul and Britain.

Methinks
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Methinks I I'ec vou fmile at this mofl

happy and critical Choice; of his Subjedt.

How may a Man of Mr. Carte's known
P. inciples exert himfelf in fetting off the

abiblute Power of the ancient Paga7i Prieft-

liood ! How large a Field is opened to him
for recommending Church Authority in

general ? What Infinuations may there not

be made of the Diiintereftednefs of religious

Societies, and the peculiar Advantages which
would attend their prefiding in Councils, and
diredling the affairs of State ? What an Op-
portunity is here offered for reconciling his

deceived Country-men to the Papal Power,

as the beft Means of freferving Union be-

tiveen the various Nations that inhabitEuropQ,

and the mojl cffe6lual Refowice in Cafe of^iar-
rels betireen them I For furely the Excommu-
nications and Interdidls of his Holinefs, may
be found full as beneficial to this great Pur-
pofe now, as thofe formerly fulminated by
the yb'ch-Druid himfelf were.

I fliall not venture to affert, that our ju-

dicious Author had indeed any fuch recon-

ciling Scheme in view, when he prefcnted

the Public with this flattering Account of
the druidical Inffitution and Power — His
real Intentions are beff known to himfelf

and
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and his bofom Friends. — Only, I think in

common Prudence, Mr. Carte fhould have
feleded a lefs exceptionable Part of his

HiRory at this Jundure, (whilfl a PopiJJj

Pr>etender to the Throne, fupported by
Popi[}) Powers from abroad, is adually in

the Kingdom) and not have given his Ene-
mies fo fair an Handle of refleding upon
him, as too great a Favourer of that antient

Syflem of Church-Defpotifm, which once

prevailed in this Kingdom.

" The Druids
J

fays he, were an Order
*' of Men of the firft Quality ; endowed
*' with all that Greatnefs of Mind, which a
*' noble Birth, uncorrupted by Vice and
*' Luxury, naturally infpires ; fitted by their
** Education, Studies, Refledions, Expe-
*' rience, and a continual Exercife of their

*' Talents in the Decilion of Cafes, which
*' daily came before them in Judicature,
*' to determine of all Matters of Right and
*' Wrong, according to the wifefh Rules of
" Equity 3 colleded out of all the various
** Nations, fpread through the wide Extent
" of that Country, and related to all the
" princely and noble Families, that had the
''" chief Influence and Government in each ;

" unconcerned themfelves in the Quarrel, by
" Means of their Exemption from perfonal

" Service
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" Service In the War, when they thought fit

'* to ufe their Privilege ; uninterefted in the

" Event, by Realbn as well of their ordi-

** nary abode in Colleges retired from the
*' World, and at a Diftancc from all, to

*^ whom they were by Blood related j as of
" the Satisfadion they found in a contem-
*' plative Life, and the every-way-happy
" Circumftances of their Condition, which
*' left them nothing to wifli for themfelves,

" and no Dcfire in Nature, but, that which
*' can never leave a Man of Virtue, the De-
" fire of being ufeful to the World. With
'' thefe Advantages, added to the facrednefs

" of their Charad:er ; the Reverence for

*' their Perfons, .which Religion infpired

*' into a People extremely addicted to it
;

" the univerfal Submilhon ever paid to their

" Advice and Decrees ; their abfolute Power
" in Sacrifices, and the inexprelTible Dread
" of their Interdidls, rendred them tiie fittell

" Perlons to interpofe between jarring en-
" raged Nations, and likeliefl to do it with
" Succefs, e?f. ^cr

This, Sir, is the amiable Pidure wliich

our Author has thought fit to give the

Public of his Druids^ and thefe fome of the

Ornaments with which he has decorated

this mod: capital Performance. — But whe-
ther,
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ther, after all, the Draught be not much
more like the Scholars of Rome, than the

Pupils of Angkfey and Dreux, you, who are

fo well acquainted with unfophifticated An-
tiquity, will eafily determine.

However, Sir, left you fhould fufpcdi that

I have mifreprefented Mr. Carte's Specimen
to you, pajTed too heavy a Cenfure upon it,

and endeavoured to fet his prodigious La-
bours in too mean a Point of View, I muft
beg your patient Perufal, whilft I give you
an extemporary Examination of his whole
Sheet.

I.

(( It was only after Difafters had adlually
** happened, or when Dangers were immi-
" nent, that the Romans had recourfe to a
" Dicftator, or the Senate enlarged the Ccn-
" ful's Power, by charging hhn to take care,

" that the Commonwealth fhould receive

" no Detriment : But the Gauls, to guard
" againft all Surprizes by fudden Accidents,

" which might not allow Time for thinking
** of a proper Remedy, had a ftandingPro-
" vifion for the like Purpofcs/'

The
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The Romans, as you will know, Sir, and

as Mr. Carte ought to have known, had

recourfe to a Di(5tator, not onh after Difafters

had ad:ually happened, but likewife at all

other Times, when any Thing was required

to be done, which had not b. on particularly

provided for by the ordinary Laws of the

Commonwealth. — The St'nate enlarged the

Conftd's Pcivcr^ by charging hhn to take Care,

&c ! I will not imac;:ne that cur Author

has fo far forgot his School-Learning, as not

to know how many Confuls there were. at

Rome ; I would only advife him for the

Sake of the Unlearned, of whom a great

Number have done him the Honour to fab-

fcribe to his Book, to be more accuraie for

the future in what he commits to Paper,

and not to fet down at Random, in this

Manner, Singulars for Plurals. For fure I

am, there is no one who reads this Pallige,

unlefs he be already acquainted with the

Roman Hiflory, but will immediately ima-

gine that there was only cue Conful at Rome
to whom the Senate gave in Charge, that the

Com?nonwealthJJ)ouId receive no Detriment. —

•

Impolitic Romans ! to create vour D:(5fatoFS

f')r a Time only, and when there was aa
abfolute Neceflity for them ! What ? had
you not Pontifccs and Flcnins enow

C amongft
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amongft you, Men of thefirji ^ialit)\ of the

prime Nobility, endowed with all that Great-

nefs ofMind which a noble Birth^ iincorriipted

by Vice and Luxury, naturally injpires, whom
you might have continually entrufted with

that high OfEce ? 'Tis true, your Laws had
tolerably well provided for Difa/iers after

they had aMually happened, and for Dangers

whilft they were imminent. But how
much more mafterlike was the Wifdom of

the barbarous Gauls, as you were pleafed

opprobrioufly to term them, or of the in-

hofpitable Britons, as your loofe Poets were
fuffered to call them, who, to guard againft

all Surprifes by fudden Accidents, which

might not allow Time for thinking of a pro-

per Re?nedy, had a /landing Provifwn for
thefe Purpofes, a Set, a whole Order of per-

petual Did-ators ? not one fingle Man, up-

on whofe well-known Wifdom and uncon-

troleable Power the State might fifely rely

in its greateft Perils, but many fuperior

Wifdoms, many abfolute Powers, who, no
doubt of it, uninterefied as they were in the

E'vent^ by Reafon, as well of their ordinary

Abode in Colleges, as of the Satisfaction they

found in a contemplative Life, and the every-

way-happy Circuinflances of their Cofjditiony

would never divide into Parties, or be di-

ftraded with different Opinions, but would
always
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always ad: with one Head, one Hand, and

one Heart, with no other Defire in Nature^

hut, that which can never leave Men ofVir-

tue, the Defire of being ufeful to the World,

And tho* once upon a Time it happened,

that this fovereign dicftatorial Power of the

Druids was called in queftion by the /Eduans,

to whofe Confiitution it was neverthelejs e[]en-

t-ial, as it feemSy indeed, to have been to all

the wifeft States of G3.u\ ; and, all the TForhl

attended at the hearing of a Caufe, on which

the Fundamentals of their (that is, of all the

World's) Confiitution depended, yet did the

Inferiors, that is, the States, as in all Reafon

they ought, decide in Favour of their Dic-

tators, and pronounced, that in the Matter

in Debate, thej had proceeded according to

Law a?id exercijed their Prerogative, or ab-

folute Power, juftly—As far then as a whole
Order of Dictators is fuperior to one fingle

Didator, fo far is the Gatdifl:) Polity, in this

Refped:, to be preferred to the Roman !

II.

" The Druids had a Power paramount to
** that of the Miigiftrates, not excepting,
** even the ordinary Power of the Su-
" preme : and feem to have had a con-
** flant Charge to infpedt their Condu(fi:,

C 2 " to
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" to take Care the Laws were obferved,
*' and to prevent the Mifchiefs of a Vio-
^'

1 at ion. They could vacate the Adls of
** the Sovereign, remove fuch as were put
" into Oiiice illegally, and appoint the Su-
*' preine M-j.giftrate."

This, Sir, I own is clearly enough ex-

prefTed, and was the great Bellarmin himfelf

to come to Life again, I might venture to

dc[y him to draw a more amiable and ftrik-

ing Pid;ure of the papal Power, even as it

\vas exercifed in the'ipth and nth Centuries

of the Church. If any Thing be ftill

wanting to finifh the colouring, it is amply
made up from the Qu^otation, which our

Author, with the highelt Marks of Approba-

tion, and without the leaflr^/'/;2//'zg-, afterwards,

introduces from DioChry/cJiom. " Kings
*

• \\'ere not allowed to do any Thing with-
*' ouf them ; nor even fo much as to con-
*' fult about putting any Thing in Execu-
*' tion without their Participation ; fo that
*'

it is the Druids wdiich reign in Effed:, and

"ivingF, tho' they fit on Thrones, feaft in

" Splendor, and live in Palaces, are no
*' more than their Apparitors and Mini-
** flers in executing their Orders." Flow-

ever, to confefs the Truth, here arifes a Sort

cf Plfficulty to me, v/hich I cannot fo

eafily
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eafily get over, that when thefe Dfuid% as

our Author has frequently inculcated within

the Imall Compafs of this fingle Sheet, were

themfelves, oft-times, the great, the chief

or fiipreme Magijlrates, izbo inherited and

exercifed Royalty itfefy who were very likely

Vergobrets and Princes in the other Nations of
Gaul

J
as well as amongft the ^dui— Here,

I fay, a Sort of Difficulty arifes, how thefe

poor States were to act, when Difajiers hap-

pened to them, and Dangers were imminent !

their Kings were already become their Dic-

tators, ar.d their Dictators Kings, and con-

fcquently they had no farther Relburce to

fly to for Refuge. This, I am afraid, will

be looked upon by mere modern Pohticians,*

as a fundamental Defeat in their Conflitu-

tion ; unlefs our Author will be fo good as

to help them out of this Difficulty, by af-

ferting that no Misfortunes were ever likely

to happen to that State, whofe Kir.gs were
Philofoplicrs, and its Philofophei- Kings.

After all, tho' I have a very great Regard for

the Order, Beauty, Regularity arid Pcrfeftion

of the ancient Gaulijb, as well as the old

BritifJ:, Modes of Government, and pay

an efpecial Veneration to the political Wif-
dom of the Druids, yet am I fonietimes apt

to imagine, that Mr. Larte may poffibly have

overfhot the Mark, aivJ fuffircd his great

Affedion



22 Remarks on Mr. Ca.rtc*s Specimen

Affedion to that excellent Order of hea-

then Noblemen, to get the better with his

Judgment, when he is not content of mak-
ing Priefts of them only, but has conflituted

them likewife DiSiators^ Vergobrets^ Kings^

hereditary-right Kings^ hereditary LegiJlatorSy

hereditary Nobles^ Augurs^ Sacrijicers^ Ge-

nerals of Armies^ Commanders of Cavalry

^

Princes^ 'Tribunes^ Ephori, Philofophers^ and

Academicians.

III.

" The Vergobret was the fupreme Ma-
** giflrate among the iEdui, and under that

*' Title enjoyed all the Authority, which a

^ King had in other States of Gaul.''*

An Incautious Reader, from the inaccurate

manner in which the above Quotation is ex-

prelTed, will be apt to imagine, that King

was the common and well-known Title of

their fupreme Magiftrate in all the other

399 Nations of Gaul. The Romans, 'tis

true, in order to do themfelves more Ho-

nour and to give an Eclat to their Conquefts,

comprehended all the Superiors of thefe

numerous States, even the Vergobret of.Edui,

under their magnificent and general Term of

Reges [or Kings] but what particular Ap-

pellations the Gaids themfelves gave thefe

Magiilrates
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"Mag'iftrates is altogether uncertain : only I

think it evident enough from the whole Scope

of their Hil^ory, that their Name, whatever

it might be, was very far from correfponding

with thofe pompousand extenfive Ideas, which
we are ufually wont to comprehend under the

Word King,

IV.
*' They, the ^dui, had another wife

*' Provifion — which other States, particu-

*' larly that of Venice^ have thoaght worthy
*' of their Imitation : Two Brothers, whilfl:

" both were living, could not be made Mi-
** giftrates, nor even admitted inio the Se-
*' nate."

I would by no Means be thought to deny

the Fad itfelf, that fuch really was the Con-
ftitution of the JEdui^ or that the prefent.

Laws of Venice have not fomething like it.

— But why muft it be fuppofed, that this

latter State imitated the former in this In-

ftitution, and derived their Wil-dom from
fo oblcure and remote a Fountain ? Is it

not a natural Provilion, fuch an one as we may
reafonably exped: to find in all Arillocraclcs,

in all States which are jealous of their Li-

berties, not to throw too much Power into

one Family. I don't doubt but you, Sir,

are as well fatisfied as I am, that when the

Republic
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Republic of Venice was firft founded, ths

poor wretched Creatures that fled from the

Devaftatioiis of their barbarous Enemies,

to the Fens and Iflands of the Fo for Re-
fuge, were but very little acquainted with

Cosfar s Commentaries^ or the Polity of the

ancient Gauls.

V.

** It was not the Excmplarlncfs of the

" Lives of the Druids, nor the Goodnefs
" of their moral Inftructions ; nor v/as it

'^ their Power in Matters of Religion, or

" the Terror of their Excommunications,
" which gave them the Authority of Le-
*^ giflators."

Notwithftanding the great Encomiums,
which our Author has been pleafed to give us

of the Druids, notwithftanding the Exempla-

rinefs of their Lives, the Goodnefs of their

moral In/iriiBions, their Abode in Colleges, and

their general Di/intereftednefs, they were ftill

but Men, and like their more terrene Bre-

thren, the Priefts of afcer-ages, equally

fond and ambitious of Power ; not indeed

for its own Sake, that be liir from us to

fafped, but merely yro;;z that Defire, ivhich

can iiever leave a Man of Virtue, the Defire
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tif being iifeful to the World. Scarcely, there-

tore, can the Roma?t Conclave itfclf (from

the lame Motives to be fare!) boafl of more

Biiftle, Brlgue, Chicane, and Intrigue, than

was to be found in the feveral Colleges of

Gaul and Britain upon the Death of tiielr

Pope or Arch-Druid — And fo evc:n fome-

times was the tranfcendant Merit of the con-

tending Candidates, th:it nothing but the

longeft Sword, a national War, could decide

tiie Superiority between them. Nonniinqiiar}i

etiam de Principatu Armis contendunt^ fays

Cafar — Again, our Author, I hope, will

be fo good as to excufe my Ignorance, when
J ingenuoufly confefs that I know not well

ivhatihe means, when he gives his Druids

the .Authority rf Lcgijlators, much lefs when
he afterwards adds, that this Authority icas

the Refult of their Birth-right. I fhall not

pretend to determine vvh?t Mr. Cartes No-
tion of an hereditary Right to the legiflative

Power of any Nation may be, but thus

much, I believe, all thinking and unpre-

judiced Men are fully fatished in, that amongfl:

free People, fuch as, moft undoubtedly,

were the ancient Gauls and Britons, no
Alan's Birth could give him a Right to

impofe Laws upon the reft of his Brethren,

any farther than he ihould be permitted fo

to do by the common A^ft of the whole So-

D cieiy^
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ciety, who thereby bound themfelves to obey

his Laws. Such Legiilators were SolOt Ly-
ciirguSy and thofe others whom we fo fre-

quently meet with in claflic Story — But in

what Records do we read that the Druids,

(who 'tis certain, from what Cajar exprefly

tells us, committed nothing to writing)

were ever invefted with this abfolute Autho-

rity of prefcribing Laws to the reft of their

Countrymen ? Judges, indeed, they moft

commonly were, and Arbitrators, between

them in Matters of Property 5 but that they

were regarded as Legiilators, I find no Traces

left in the genuine Remains of the Ancients
< I grant, indeed, that the Druids had a

Right, the fame Right that every other na-

tive free-born Gaul, or Briton, had, to be

prefent in the general and fovereign Allembly

of the Nation, and there, together with the

reft of their independent Brethren, to ex-

amine into the Neceftities of the Public, to

determine of Peace or War, and to deliberate

upon all other Matters wherein the whole

Community was any ways concerned — But

as to any other Superiority which they

might have in this national Convention, ex-

cept, perhaps, the Right of prefiding in it,

much lefs that they were look'd upon as a

diftind: Branch of the Leglflature, our Author,

I believe, notwithftanding all his Kindnefs

for
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for them, will be extremely puzzled to

evince. Had the Gaiih a regular Syflem, a

written Body, of Laws, fuch as Lyciirgus^

for Inftance, provided for his Lacedsmonians?

however, Mr. Carte'?, manner of writing

may feem to miflead the unwary Reader to

ima2;ine fome fuch Thine;, I dare almod
venture peremptorily to pronounce that they

had not. Is it not f^r more credible, as

was indifputably the Cafe of the neighbouring

S'.. tes of Germany at this time, that natural

Rc.'.Ln, toG^ether with the traditional Rules

and Cuiloms of their Fore-fathers were their

only Guides, as well for the Diredion of

their own Adlions, as for judging of other

Men's? Thefe their primitive Cufloms, 'tis

probable, they from Time to Time cor-

redled and amended in their feveral pro-

vincial or general Affemblies, as Occalion

required ; but as to any written Body of

Laws, given by the Druids to their Stibjec^s^

as our Author all along regards them, the

Gauls and Britcns, none, that ever I heard

of, has been yet produced.

VL

*' It is a very miftaken Notion to confidor

" the Druids purely as Ecclefiartics, they

D 2 *' were



2 8 Remarks on Mr, Cartc'i Specimen

'' were Men of the firft Quality in thefe

** Iflands."

I know not what Books Mr. Carte may
have read, but fure i ain, I have met with

no Author lately, who has treated upon the

Subjed: before us, who has confidered the

Dnuds purely as Ecclefiajiics. On the con-

trary, 1 could name him half a Dozen in a

Breath, was there any Neceffity of it, who
have all confidered them in the fame Light

.they have done the ancient Priefts of all other

Nations, that is, as Men of thejlrji ^ality

in their jhceral Ctuntries ; fo that if all our

new Hiftory be like to end in fuch old worn-

out Obfervations as this, no Matter how
pompoufly they may be introduced, the

learned Univerfity, which is reported fo amply

to have patronized the Work, might have

fpared its Money, and gone no farther than

its own Libraries for all the Inftrudion i^ is

like to meet with here.

VII.

'*' In Gauly the Conftitution whereof was
" the fame as that of Britain, Cafar tells

" us, that there were three Orders of Men,
" viz. the Druids, the Equites or Gentle-

^* men, and the Plebeians 5 and that the
" Druids
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<' Druids were the firil of the other two
* Orders."

C(?fat\ 'tis true, does mention the Name
of the Druids firft, but as to any other Pre-

ference which he gives them over the

Eqnites, my Edition of his Works fays no-

thing. Thefe are his Words, /;; omni Gal-

lia eoritm hominum^ qui aliqiiofwjt numero G?

honore genera funt duo • de his duobus gcnert-

bus alterum eft Druidiim^ alteriun Equitum :

of thefc two fuperior Orders, the one is of

the Druids, the other of the Equitcs. —>.

Now he who can find any fpecial Marks of

Di{lin(ftion, any Preheminence or Superiority

conferred upon the Druids in thefe general

Exprellions, muft be endued with one of

thofe pervading Genius's which is able to.

deduce quidlibet ex quolibef, and of dif-

cerning Meanings in an Author quite con-

trary to the common Conftru(flion of his

Language, and fuch as are abfolutely hi4

from ail vulgar Penetration.

VIII.

*' The Druids compofed in thofe Days
* (if I may be allowed to borrow Expref-
** fions from more modern Times) the
** Principal Part of what has been finc^

*' called.
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*' called, in France the Court of Peers,

" and in England the Court or Great
" Council of Barons. See here in aConfti-
*' tution founded by the old Britons^ the
*' firil Draught of that which has fince ob-
*' tained in this Nation, as it flood before
*' the Name of Parliament was known, and
*' before Burrows were incorporated or ca-
** pable of having Reprefentatives."

This feems to be a very falfe Reprefentation

of the Matter, and has no other Tendency
but to mifguide the incautious Reader, and

to give the greater Air of Importance to his

favourite Druids. The GaidiJJj Nobility,

(that is, in general, the whole Body of their

native Freemen) as fuch, were all naturally

equal, and knew no other Superiority than

what perfonal Character, or fome accidental

Employment in the State might confer.

They were divided into twoClafTeSjthe Prie/i-

hood, and the Soldiery (for by this latter

Term I would choofe to tranflate the Equites

of Ccejar) each vv^ith its diftincft Offices

and Privileges annexed to it j but that one

of thefe Clailes was more principal or fupe-

rlor to the other, we have no Evidence but

Mr. Carte's mere AiTertion to inform us.

In their legiflative Capacity they were all

cciuals and for -any Things whicli at- il^is

Time
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Time appears to the contrary, in the ge-

neral AlTembly of the Nation, the Vote of

the meaneft Equcs was as good, though per-

haps it might not carry quite fo much In-

fluence with it, as that of the Arch-Druid

himfelf. What our accurate Author there-

fore aflerts, that the old Gaulipj and Britijh

Clergy made a dillindl Branch of their na-

tional Legiflature, conftituted a different

Houfe (to borrovj Expreffiotisfrom more ?7iO'

dern 'Times) and were a kind of fuperior

Order to the Laity, is all Fancy, the vifionary

Produ<5t of his own fertile Imagination !

IX.

*' The particular Charge which the
*' Druids had in Matters of Religion, was
*' neither derogatory to their Nobility, nor
*' incompatible with their Dignities in the

" State ; they continued to enjoy their Rights
'' in both Refpeds."

Alas ! what a Pity it is, that the Times
are now become fo depraved and degenerate,

that it fhould be looked upon as not quite

fo compatible with their paftoral and reli-

gious Fundions, for Biihops to be made
Lords Chancellors, Higli-Trcafurcrs or

Generals
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Cenerals ofArmies, as formerly they were.—
For as to the other Part of the Infmuation,

that it is now regarded as derogatory to their

Nobihty, for the Children of Noblemen to

have the higheft Charges of Religion con-

ferred upon them, this is not true in Fadt^

as the prefent State of our Church Prefer-

ments might eafily have informed the Au-
thor. 1 dare fay, Sir, you are by this

Time fully convinced, not only from the

Quotation before us, but from many othef

Inflances likewife which have been produced,

that Mr. Carte is far more converfant with

modern Notions and Ideas, than he is with

genuine Antiquity. For what were the

Dignities of the State in thofe Days, which
he talks fo much of? Places at Court to be

fure he means : as if the four Kings of Ke?it^

for Inftance, had each of them his Lord

Steward of the Houfhold, his Lord Privy-

Seal, Lord High Chamberlain, his General

of the Cavalry, &c. &c. ! What fine Times
would thefe have been for our prefent Male-

tontents to have lived in ! that Man muft

have had very bad Luck indeed, who had

miffed of a Place in one or other of the^

four hundred Nations of Gaul, or the nu-

merous Kingdoms o^ Britain.

X.
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" When the Druidical Inftitutlon took
*' Place, fuch of the Heads of Clans or
*' leiTer Potentates in Gaul, as had a Mind
*' to inftrudi themfelves in the Arts of Au-
*' guiy and Divination, fo ufeful to jftrength-

** en their ordinary Authority, and procure
" them an abfolute Submiffion from their

/*' VafTals, entered into it, and were in-

truded in that Difcipline. Thofe who
were thus initiated, though they flill en-

*' joyed the Title of Princes in common
** with the reft, were yet on that Account
^* diflinguiflied by the Name of Druids

:

*' and being probably flill more diftinguifh-

" ed from them by their Learning, Capa-
" city. Integrity and Reputation, were
** thereupon more particularly intruftcd

^' with the extraordinary Prerogatives above-
" mentioned."

Frofn reading this Paflage I am naturally

led to fuppofe, that our Author, in fome

other Part of his extraordinary Work, intends

to favour the World with an exacft Account
of the Original of this Druidical Inftitutlon,

by whom, at what Place, and at what Time
it was invented ; the Principles upon which

E it
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it was founded, the precife Doctrines it eftn-

blifhed, and to fhow how nicely adapted

its Inftrudions were as well for the Good of

the People, as to teach and propagate y^/c^

^rfs as might flrengthen the ordinary Autho-

rity of the Frinces^ and procure them an ah-

folate Submiffion from their Vajjals. But

who are thefe Vaffah whorti our Author

mentions in this Place ? Now to fay nothing

of the extreme Impropriety of uling a Term
(without making the leaft Excufe for it)

which appears not to have had any Exif-

tence before the Introdudion of the Feudal

Law into Europe, does he mean by VafalSy

fuch as were the adual Slaves of the

Princes ? But thefe the Laws of War, or the

Price payed for their Purchafe, or fome
other Method of Acquilition had already

given them an uncontrouleable Power over,

fo that they were under no Neceffity of
being initiated into the Druidical Inflitution

to flrengthen their ordij2ary Authority, and
to procure them a j7iore abfolute Authority

over thefe poor Wretches. Would he then,

by his ValJah^ be underftood to mean the

Flebes, that third and inferior Order of

Men, which Ccefar fpeaks of? But who
were thefe Plebes ? I hope our Author has

given a particular Defcription of them in

fome Part of his great Work. — However,
left
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left perhaps he may pofTibly have omitted this

Point, either regarding the Subjed as beneath

his Notice, or becaufe he knew nothing

of the Matter ; I will beg Leave to inform

his Readers, that this inferior Order of Men,
both in Gaul and Britain^ mofl probably

coniifted of the Husbandmen and thofe

other Perfons, whofe Birth and Neceffities

had led them to praftife the few Trades

which were at this Time known in their

refpedive Nations ; they were more efpe-

cially the Freed-men and their Pofterity,

with very few of the original freeborn Na-
tives of the Country amongft them : for

thefe were all equally noble (unlefs they had
forfeited this Privilege thro' fome Crime or

Mifdemeanor, or had parted with it at gam-
ing) and, like all other Nations of the an-

tient World, had the utmoft Contempt for

Trade. I'he Plebeians therefore confifted

chiefly of fuch as had been originally Aliens

to the State they now lived in ; they were
fuch as the Bounty of their Lords, or their

own Merit, had redeemed from Slavery ; and
though they were in general but very lightly

refpedied by the Druids and Equites, were
fcarcely looked upon as Members of theCom-
monwealth, and might not, In the ordinary

Courfe of Things, ever hope to be admitted

into the great Council of tlicir Nation, yet

£ 2 had
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had they their diftin(fl Privileges and Ex-
emptions ; and what they had once acquired

by their Labour and Induflry was as much
their own Property, as what belonged to

the Nobility was theirs : nor does it appear

from any Inftance in Hiftory, as far as I can

recoiled: at prefent, that the Princes ever

looked upon thefe Plebeians as their Vafjahy

had much Correfpondence with them, or

attempted to procure an abfolute Submiffion

from them.— But perhaps after all, Mr.
Carte means no more by his Vajjals than

fuch as were in Clientela^ as defar terms it,

and had entirely devoted themfelves to the

Service of their Princes or Patrons. — But
thefe were all native Free-men, and by
Birth as noble as their Lords themfelves

;

their Dependance was altogether voluntary,

and their Obedience rather honorary than

fervile. When their State was ad:ually en-

gaged in War, the Principles they had been

bred up in, and the Oath they had exprefsly

taken for this Purpofe, made them always

ready to facrifice their Lives for their Ma-
ker's Benefit. Such was the Submiffion

which they had voluntarily ^obliged them-

felves to pay, and this was all the Duty
their Lords required at their Hands. In.

general, the Gaulijh, as well as the B?'itiJ}j,

Kings or Princes were merely Governors of

Pagi,
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Pagi, Shires, or fmall Diftrl(fts (of which

there were 400 in Gaul, according to y^/>-

^/^«'s Computation) fubordinatc to the fu-

preme or national Aflembly ; their Bufinefs

was to preferve Quiet and Order amongft

their People in time of Peace, and to com-
mand the Troops of their Canton, when
War was thought necellary, but as to any

abfolute Siihmijjion, which they attempted to

-procure to the?7ifelves in their refpecflive Jurif^

dicftions, I find no Footfteps of it in Anti-

quity fo fl\r were they from putting

themfelves Apprentices, as it were, to the

Druids (as Mr. Carte infinuates) to learn

the wicked Art of enflaving their Subjeds I

Slavery was the original Produd: of J^fiatic

Warmth and Luxury. — Our Ancellors,

neither the Britons, GaulSy nor Gefmans

knew any Thing of it, or appear to have

had any the leaft Thoughts of eftablilhing

a Tyranny over their own free-born Bre-

thren. — And indeed, fo far were thefe

PrinCeSj as the Roman Hiftorians are fond

of (tiling them, from h2Lv\ng zny hereJitary

Right to their petty States, from inheriting

Royalty, that 'tis far more probable, they

were generally eled:cd to this little Superi-

ority, and ftill accountable for their Beha-
viour in it to that extraordinary Council of

the
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the whole Nation, as our Author calls it,

'which met annually,

XL

" It was probably the moft aged of the
" Order, that retired thither fto Anglefey
" 2iX\diDreux\ from the Cares of the World,
** after paffing the Vigour of their Life in

" Bulinefs ; for they were a<5tive Men
*' verfed in State-Affairs, and of the greateft

" Weight in all Councils : . . . . there too they
" employed themfelves ftill ufefully for the
" Public in the Inftrud:ion ofyoung Druids,
" and in the Care of thofe Colleges and
" Seminaries,

All this is mere Conjedlure, unfupported

by hiftorical Evidence, thrown out at Ran-
dom, and imagined without the leafl: Know-
ledge of human Nature. For a little Ex-
perience will foon convince us, that fuch

People as ha^ce been long verfed in Bujinefs^

who have pajfed the Vigour of their Lives in

State-Affairs^ who have been bred up in

Royalty, and placed at the Head of the le-

gijlative Authority ; a very little Acquain-

tance with Mankind, I fay, will foon fatif-

fy us, that fuch Perfons as thefe are not

very

2
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very fond of retiring from the World, and

removing from the Scene of public Bufinefs

to teach Schools, to infiru5lyoung Druids^ a?id

to take Care of Colleges and Sefmnaries^ —
Here again therefore, as in many other

Places of this Specimen, I cannot but fufped:

that Mr. Carte had his Eye rather upon the

prefent State and Order of Civil Govern-

ment, than upon his Cafar's Commentaries,

or any other Piece of genuine Antiquity.

Full of the modern Syftem of Dig?iities of
State, 'Treaties, Conventions, Negotiatiofis,

Schools, Univerfties, &c. he feems to have

viewed the Actions of our earlieft fore-

fathers by this fallacious Glare of Light,

and to have laboured to reduce ever Thing
amongft them to this deceitful Standard —
Sic tnagnis componere parva folebat. But
alas ! the People he had to do with knew
nothing of all that Parade of Government,
with which our prefent Polities fo much
abound. They lived (if I may be allowed

the Expreflion) cxteinpore, their ordinary

Mode of Rule had fufficiently provided for

all the common Accidents of Government,
and when any Thing unexped:ed or extra-

ordinary fell out, they immediately endea-

voured to procure a Remedy, and to get rid

of it, as well as they could. — But as to all

thofe nice Turns and Expedients, thofe re-

fined
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fined Shifts, Arts and Fore-fight, of your
Richelieus or Alheronis^ they were happy
enough to know nothing of them — What
mufl we think then of all that idle and con-

^ceited Stuff which follows in our Author's

Specimen —

—

XII.

*' Such Inflrudlion therefore carries with
' it no Implication, that it might in Time
* debafe the Order [of Druids.] For be-

' lides that it v/as continued ordinarily in

* their own Children, [this is likely enough

but mere Conjetfture] " in whom the Nobi-

lity of Birth was propagated, no Ple-

beian could be admitted into their Dif-

cipline, [it may be fo, and it may not]

nor probably any of the Noblefle or lefs

illuftrious Gentry." Why fo !
*' Becaufe

Mela tells us, that thofe whom they thus

intruded .... were NobiliJJtmi GentiSy

the Children of Princes and the chief

Nobility of the Nation.".

That is, (by Way of a Specimen of our

Author's Logic as well as of his Hiftory) the

old Gauls and Briions were divided into two

fuperior Orders of Men, the Clergy and

the Gentlemen, or the Dniid and the £-
qiiites ;
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quitei ; of thefe the Druids were the firft or

chief, th^Equites only fecondary and inferior

;

the latter therefore were only dirtingulQied

with the Title of NobileSy or at beft Nobi-

liores^ the former together with the Princes

were all JSobiliJfimi Now as Mela tells

us, that thofe whom the Druids inilrudled

were Nobiliffiffii Gentis, it mufl therefore

necelTarily follow, that they could be no
other than the Children of the Princes and

Druids, or of the Druids and Princes, as

our exaft Author will tell us they ought

to be placed. Q^E. D. You may perhaps

objed. Sir, that this Argumentation, how-
ever clofe and demonflrative it may feem,

does not exclude either the Flebeiam or the lefs

illujlrious Noblejle and Gentry from the Beneiit

of the druidical Inftitutions — For tho' their

Schools might be, indeed, frequented by the

Nobilijimi Gentis, as Mela fays, yet was
there room enough left for the Sons of other

People likewife, as you have different Orders

or Ranks of Students in your own Univerfi-

ties. Noblemen, Gentlemen- Commoners,
Commoners, and Servitors Now, Sir,

in Anfwer to all this we have only to make
this eafy Suppofition, that Mela originally

inferted a tantum before his Nobilijjimi Gentis^

and then our Dcmonftration will be right

again ; and if he did not, it was not Mr.
F Carte'%
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Carte's Fault, and confeqaently he is liable to

no blame upon this Head.

XIII.

*' Unlnterefted in the Event, by Reafon
** as well of their ordinary abode in Colleges,
** retired from the World and from ail to
" whom they were by Blood related ; as of
** the Satisfaction they found in a contem-
"

plative Life they became " the fitted
'* Perfons to interpofe between jarring, en-
** raged Nations, and the likelieft to do it

" with Succefs."

I believe, Sir, you will not look upon it

as any very great Compliment to his Druid?,

that they are here treated as uninterefied in

the Event, when their own State was going

to be engaged in a War with its Neighbours.

What is this in reality, but abfurdly giv-

ing up the Patriot to exalt the Character of

the Philofopher ! But do we, in Fa6t, find

that fuch Perjom as make their ordinary

Abode iti Colleges retiredfrom the World, are

thus uninterefied in the Event of Things, and

fo much more public-fpirited than the reft

of their Brethren ? As our Author fome-

times pays too great a Regard to modern

Notions, and Manners of Behaviour, fo

here
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here, I fufpedl, he has not had Deference

enough for them. Mankind have been al-

ways pretty nearly alike with regard to their

inward Frame. The fame ruling- paHions

have ever influenced their Anions, tho' they

may have had different Objed:s to work
upon ! But by the bye, how come our

Druids on a fudden to turn fuch mighty Re-
clufes, and to take up their ordinary Abode in

Colleges retired Jrom the World, when but

a few Paragraphs before, we faw the Court,

the Senate, the Army, the Forum, yea

every Corner of the 400 different Nations

of Gaul^ and the various Kingdoms of

Britain^ full of them ?

XIV.

** Such were the Benefits which Gaul^nA
*' Britain received from the Inftitution of
" the Druids ; from a Body of men com-
*' pofed of the prime NobiHty, affociated to-
" gether according to the Rules of druidical
** Difcipline ; which afforded them a Means

of preferving Union between the various

Nations which inhabited thofe Countries,

and a Refource in cafe of Quarrels be-

tween them, better and more effcdual

than Greece found in her celebrated Atri'

phi^yones."

F 2 And

C(
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And fuch again, O Europeans ! would be

the fignal and ilkiftrious Advantages you

might receive, could you be perfuaded once

more to admit the pdf amount Power of tho

Pope and his Cardinals to bind your Kings in

Chains and your Nobles in Links of Iron ;

for thefe jnoft diftnterejied Gentlemen would

efieBually interpoje between your jarring

and enraged Nations^ and are the likeliefi

to do it ^wiih SucceJ's But after all,

if the Druids were indeed fuch profound

Politicians, as they have been here repre-

fented, and thro' the inexprejjible Dread of
their Interdicls had an univerfal Submijjion ever

paid to their Decrees, how came it to pafs

that they had not united the various Nations

of Gaul, when 'Julius Ccefar firfl attempted

the Conquell of their Country, and imme-
diately driven him and his Legions once more

beyond the Alps ? Why did they tamely fuffer

the Roman General to engage their various

States lingly one after another, and by

that Means make an eafy Conqueft of them

all ? It not this fome Refiedlon, either upon

the Wifdom of the Druids, in not forefeeing

that this muft neceffarily be the Event of

their continuing divided on Occafion of this

InvafiOn j or upon their Power, that they had

not fuch an implicit Obedience always paid

tQ their Didates as Mr. Carte fuppofes ? For

tho
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iho' Avarice^ to which^ our Author tells us,

the GdiVih u-ere remarkably given ^ or the Fire

and Impetiiofity of their Temper rendered it

impraciicablefor them to continue long at Peace

with one another^ yet furely was it the Duty
of thefe Dilators, thefe Princes^ thele

Ephori^ thefe deep Politicians^ to have ex-

erted their utmoft, their paramount^ Authority

upon fo prefling an Emergency when the

Liberty of the whole was at Stake, to have

compofed immediately all their lefTcr Dif-

ferences, and to have united the whole

Gaidifi Militia again ft the common Enemy.
Tacitus ingenuoufly confefTes (notwithftand-

ing what Mr. Carte quotes from Diodortis

Siculus, that before Cafars, Expedition their

little Princes were generally at Peace with
one another) that nothing gave the Romans a

greater Advantage over the Britons ^ he
might have anded, and over the Gaids too,

than their mutual Jcaloufies and DifTentions,

than their perpetual Quarrels and Engage-
ments with one another and the Event
fufficiently evinces the Truth of the learned

Romans Obfcrvation ; for tho' the ancient

Gauls and Britons were very far from being

inferior to their Enemies either in perfonal

Bravery, or Numbers, or Refolution to com-
bat for their Liberties, yet this was their

great Misfortune, and this the fertile Source

of
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of all their own Mifery, as well as of the Ro^
man Glory, that they never a(fled in Concert,

or were able to form a common Alliance a-

gainft the common Enemy — fo that to 'ufe

the emphatical Words of Tacitus himfelf

upon the Occafion, dura pugnant Jinguliy

imiverji 'vincuntur,

Thefe Remarks, Sir, occurred to mc
immediately, upon the firft Perufal of

Mr. Carte's Sheet of General Hiftory

If you think them tedious and too

bulky, blame the Occafion of their Length
and not your Friend, who would have been

glad enough to have had his Trouble abridg'd.

If they appear in fome Places a little hyper-

critical, point out my Miflakes with Can-

dour, and be affured that I fhall not think

myfelf too wife to amend them. As I don't

fo much as know Mr. Carter Perfon, or have

ever had any Correfpondence with him, you

will eafily believe that I cannot have the leaft

Malice, or Ill-will to him. I have read the

greateft Part of the Works he has formerly

publifhed, and confequently have no Reafon

to envy the Reputation he has already ac-

quired, or is likely to acquire, by them.

I exceedingly commend his Induftry and Dili-

gence in colleding Materials for his Hiftory,

and am fo heartily his Friend, as to wi(h he

2 was
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was better qualified to make a due Uie
of them. Upon the whole, I cannot but

own myfelf well pleafed that he has found

fuch noble Patrons amongfl his Party, and fo

plentiful an Encouragement to go on with

his Work, that both Trade and Literature

are fo happily united in his Favour. For
tho' I don't doubt but the Books themfelves

will foon be as cheap, and as little regarded,

as the voluminous Labours of his Friend

Brady, yet may the Colledions, as fuch,

be of the greatelt Service to fome future

Livy, who fliall do Honour to the Hiftory

of his Country / am^ Sir,

21?urs, &c.

A P P E N-





APPENDIX.
JU S T as the foregoing pages were printed

off, the Author of them had a fliort oppor-
tunity given him of pemfing the New Ge-

7ieral Hificry of England. The firfl: place (as

was natural) that he caft his eyes upOii was the

account of the Druids, where, he can alTure his

reader, all the old Reveries, Inaccuracies, and
Blunders are ftill remaining, only with the ad-

dition of fome other fancies equally vifionary and
chimerical, as indeed it muft be owned that Mr.
Carte is extremely well verfed in the Art offinking

in writing. However, in juflice to himfelf, as

will as to the great Hiftorian of the Jacobites,

the Author of the Letter has thought proper

(by way of Appendix) to reprint the Specimen

itfelf, with fuch other additions and alterations as

have been made in it, fince its revifion by the

Committee of the Society of Noblemen aud Gentle-

men.

G THE



THE

SPECIMEN
O F

R. C A RT £'s

GENERAL HISTORY
O F

EN GLAND;
SS it was publifhed February 22, 1745-6 ; to-

gether with fuch Additions and Alterations as

appear to have been finee made in it, in hii

General Hijtory publifhed Jan. 1. 1747-8.

N fi '6f ' the |JoWers vefted in the Druids,

was of a very extraordinary nature, and

attended with a truft of the higheft con-

fequence : which yet feems a branch of their or-

dinary authority, and an efifential part of the Con-

ftitution of fome of the wifeft States of Gaule. It

was only after difafters had actually happened, or

when



Mr.Cd.rtts Spt'cimen, &c. 51

when dangers were imminent, that /he Romans

had recourfe to a Dilator, or the Senate enlarged

the Conful's power, by charging him to take care,

that the Commonwealth Ihould receive no detri-

ment : but the Gaulsy to guard againft all fur-

prizes by fudden accidents, which might not al-

low time for thinking of a proper remedy, had

a ftanding provifion for the like purpofes. The
Druids had a power paramount to that of the

Magiflrates, not excepting even the ordinary

power of the fupreme : and feem to have had a

conftant charge to infpefh their conduft, to take

care the laws were obferved, and to prevent the

mifchiefs of a violation. They could vacate the

A(5ls of the Sovereign •, remove fuch as were put

into office illegally, and appoint the fupreme

Magiftrate : of which we have in C^far's Co?n-

mentaries a very remarkable inftance. The Ver-

gohret was the fupreme Magiftrate among the

JEdui, and under that title enjoyed all the autho-

rity which a King had in other States of Gaulc ;

with this only difference, that the power of the

latter Jafted for life : whereas the Vergobret^s ex-

pired, like that of a Roman Conful, at the end
of his year •, the JEdui having made the office

annual, for fear a longer continuanct^ in power
(hould afford any of their Princes means to

ufurp the Royalty. They had another wife pro-

vifion calculated for the like purpofc ; which
other States, particularly that of Venice^ have

thought worthy of their imitation : two Bro-

thers, whilft lx)th were living, could not be

made Magillrates, or even admitt-^d into the

G 2 Senate,
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Senate. Notwkhftanding this Law, fo wifely

providing for the fecurity of their liberties, Vede-

liacus the Vergobret, being, before he laid

down his office, to appoint another who was to

execute it upon the expiration of his year, either

named of himfelf, or got the other Magiftrates

to join with him in naming, his brother Cotys for

his fucceffor. The Druids hereupon interpofed

with their Authority, [prerogative] fuperfeded

the nomination of Cotys -, and appointed Con-

vi^olitanius Vergobret. The whole State was
interefted in the affair ; all the world attended at

the hearing of a caufe, on which the fundamen-*

tals of their Conflitution depended : and it ap-

pears by the decifion, that the Druids had pro-

ceeded according to law, and had exercifed their

prerogative juftly ; the nomination of Cotys was

declared illegal, and Convi£folitanius was pro-

nounced the rightful Vergobret.

It was not the exemplarinefs of the lives of

the Druids^ [tho* really unblameable in all re-

fpedls, except in what related to their facrifices,

divinations, and fuperftitions -,] nor the goodnefs

of their moral inflrudlions, [gaining them fuch

an influence over the people, as to perfuade them

to confent to their regulations j] nor [yet] was it

their power in matters of Religion, or the

terrour of their excommunications, [extorting a

forced fubmifTion to the laws they prefcribed]

which gave them the authority of Legiflators,

[tho* the opinion of their integrity might con-

tribute to the^ laft mentioned branch of their

power.] It is a very miftaken notion to confider

them
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them purely, as Ecclefiaflics : they were men of

the firft quahty in thefe Idands •, and their le-

giflative authority was the refult of their birth-

right. C^efar begins his difcourfe about them

with obferving that in Gaule, the conftitution

whereof was the fame as that of Britain^ there

were three Orders of Men, viz. the Druids., the

Equites or Gentlemen, and the Plebeians ; that

thefe Iaft were of no confideration in the State ;

never admitted to any Council of particular Na-
tions, or to any general Reprefentation of the

whole body of the people of Gaule, nor confuked

on any occafion. He fays that the Druids were

the firft of the other two orders, and were all i/t

7nagno honore^ as their Prefident had the fumma
au5loritas ; they prefided in all Afts of Judica-

ture, and were at the head of the LegiOature ;

they were the great., the chief or fupreme Ma-
gijtrales, and the moft diftinguifhed of their

nobility. They compofed in thofc days, (if I

may be allowed to borrow expreflions from more
modern times,) the principal part of what hath

been fince called, in France the Court of Peers,

and in England the Court or Great Council of the

Barons. See here, in a Conftitution founded by
the Old BritonSy the firft draught of that which
hath fince obtained in this nation, as it ftood be-

fore the name of Parliament was known, and be-

fore Burroughs were incorporated or Capable of

having Reprcfentatives.

The particular charge, which the Druids had
in matters of Religion, was neither den gatory

to their nobility, nor incompatible with their

i dienities
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dignities in the State : they continued to enjoy

their rights in both refpecls ; they inherited and
exercifed royalty itfelf. [There are inftances

enough in former days, befides thofe noted ones

of Anius in Greece^ and Zoroajler in Ba^riana, of

Kings that have executed the functions of Priefts,

at the fame time that they reigned as Monarchs.
It was indeed the general pradlife of all parts of

the world, for Princes to prefide in all rites of

Religion and Augury •, and when particular in-

ftitutions for thofe purpofes began to take place,

we fee that the Curetes in Cretey the Corybantes

in Phrygidy and the Ca^iri of Samothrace^ were

all of the race of Acmon^ Urmius, and other

Gomarian Princes, thofe Lords of half the ha-

bitable world. Ores the fon of Jupiter was,

king of Crete, as well as one of the Curetes i,

Jafion, another of that deified monarch's fons,

was prefident of the Cabiri :. the Druids (I am apt

to think) were dcfcendants <^ the fame race,'

and of the hne of Pluto, from whom the Gauls

in general gloried in being defcended ; but as

this cannot be fuppofed to be faft, with regard to

the whole nation, it feems meant more par-

ticularly of the Druids, who would naturally

preferve their own genealogies. The Gauls

opinion of this defcent of theirs, was founded

upon the relation of the Druids : and the Chief-

tains of their clans being initiated into the fame

difcipline, furniflied a colour for the whole na-

tion to put in a claim to the fame defcent, as be-

ing generally of the fame family with their re-

fpectivc
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rpe^live Chieftains. But however thsy were de-

Icended, the inftitution of the Druids at leaft

was formed upon the fame plan as that of the

Curetes.'} Divifiacus, a Prince of the yEdui,

whofe credit was great among all the nations of

Gaule, who is fo often mentioned, and always

with efteem, by defar, and who was upon oc-

cafion General in chief of the JEduan armies,

was (^s we are told by Cicero^ who knew him
well) a Druid. His brother Dumnorix, com-
mander of the ^duan Cavalry, feems likewife

to have been of the fame Order -, and this cha-

rader of his to have been the ground of his ex-

cufc for not attending Ceefar into Britain, becaufe

he was religionibus impeditus, hindered by the

rites of religion, in which he wa? obliged to

officiate ; it being the peculiar bufinefs of the

Druids, interpretari religicnes, to judge in matters

of augary, and to officiate in all facrifices and
rites of religion j all which are included in the

word religiofies. It is very likely that the Vergo^

hrets and Princes in other nations of Gaul were
likewife Vruids \ dtfar, who knew them better

than any other writer extant, affuring us, that

they were men of the firft qualify.

My notion of the matter is, that, as Fathers

of families in the early ages of the world, were
the firft facrificcr?, and prcfided in all Ad:s of
religion ; fo the fame prefidency naturally con-
tinued to be exercifcd by the Heads of Clans ;

which are only families multiplied, and extended
into feveral branches. [This will foon appear by
a particular inftance, to have been the conftant

ufage
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ufage of the Hebrides of Scotland, from the re-

moteft ages down at leaft to the time oiHecataus^
if not of Diodonis Siculus, who quotes him
for the relation.] This feems to have been the

praftife of the Heads of Clans in Gaule -, who,
when for their common defence, they united to-

gether to form particular States, under the ordi-

nary government ofa Senate and the extraordinary

one of a Common or General Council, meeting

annually, or aflembled on fpecial occafions, came
to be ftyled Princes ; as they really were in their

refpediv-e territories, and are under that title

frequently mentioned by defar. When the

Druidical inftitution took place, [which was
the fame, at leaft in fubftance, with that of the

Ciiretes^ into which Jupiter, Mercury, and all

the firft Celtic Emperors entered, and which
feems at firft to have been confined to their fa-

mily i] fuch of the Heads of Clans or lefler po-

tentates in Gauk, as [upon the extinftion of that

race of Monarchs, were left to a freer and more
unlimited exercife of their authority, and] had

a mind to inftrud [to perfedl] themfelves in

the arts of augury and divination, fo ufeful to

ftrengthcn their ordinary authority, and procure

them an abfolute fubmiflion from their vaflals,

entered into it, and were inftru(n:ed in that difci-

pline. Thofe who were thus initiated, though

they ftill enjoyed the Title of Princes in common
with the reft,were yet on that account diftinguilhed

by the name of Druids : and being probably ftill

more diftinguilhed from them by learning, capa-

city.
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city, integrity, and reputation, were thereupon

more particularly entrufted with the extraordi-

nary prerogatives above mentioned.

[This notion of the Chiefs of Clans and Heads
of Tribes among the Gauls being Druids, is not

a little countenanced by a relation which is

given us by Parthenius— then follows a long-

winded, impertinent love-tale o/Xanthus ^w^Erippe,

much fitter for the Book of Erotics from whence it

was tranfcribed, than a ferious Hijiory which is to

convey truths worth knowing to poJ}erity.'\

In all inftitutions whatever, where knowledge
is requifite, inftru6lions are undoubtedly ne-

cefTary : and for this purpofe certain feminaries

were ereded for the educicion of Druids^

as at Dreux for Gaule, and in Anglefey for Britain.

It was probably the moft aged of the Order,

that retired thither from the cares of the world,

after pafTing the vigour of their life in bufinefs ;

for they were a6live men, verfed in ftate affairs,

and of the greateft weight in all Councils, as

we fee in the inflance of Divitiacus : there too

they employed themfelves (till ufefully for the

public, in the inftrudbion of young Druids, and

in the care of thofe Colleges or Seminaries.

Such inftrudion therefore carries with it no im-

plication, that it might in time debafe the

Order ; for, befides that it was continued ordi-

narily in their own children, in whom the nobi-

lity of birth was propagated, no Plebeian could

be admitted into their difcipline, nor probably

any gf the Nohleffe or lefs illuftrious Gentry.

H For
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For Mela tells us, that thofe whom they thus

inftruded, whom they kept to hard lludy and a

continued exercife of their memory for twenty years

together in a clofe retreat, were nobiliffimi gentis,

the children of princes, and the chief nobility of

the Nation.

This will probably make people lefs wonder,

if not lefs repine, at that authority, which Dio

Chryfofiom thought exorbitant, and complains

of their exercifing over Princes •, whofe Adlions

they had a power, like that of the Spartan E-
fhori^ in controlling. " Kings (fays he) were
" not allowed to do any thing without them ;

** nor even fo much as to confult about put-
*' ting any thing in execution without their parti-
*' cipation % fo that it is the Druids who reign in
*' effect, and Kings, though they fit on thrones,

*' feaft in fplendour, arid live in palaces, are no
*' more than their Apparitors and Minifters ia

'* executing their orders.'* But notwithftanding

this heavy complaint, it will appear to be a

very wife inftitution, and admirably adapted to

the then circumftances of Gaiile and Britain.

GaiiU was inhabited by [(as 'Tacitus fays,) fixty

four different nations -, but he reckons only the

moft confiderable, whofe community was made
up of feveral diftind, though united. Nations.

For Appcm informs us, that, taking in fmall as

well as great, there were in all] no lefs than

four hundred different nations -, who formed to-

gether one aggregate body, and met in a general

Council once a year, in order to exercife and

raaintain their union. This was a proper expe-

dient
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dient to preftrve peace among them ; but it was
not effectual enough ; fince before C<€far\ com-
ing thither, there fcarce pafled a year but a

war broke out, on occafion of depredations

committed, . oppofed, or returned by fome or

other of thofe different nations. What the

avarice, to which the Gauls were remarkably

given, or the fire and impetuofity of their

temper, rendered it impradicable, or did not al-

low time, to prevent, the interpofition of the

Druids ferved very ufefulJy to compofe and keep
from continuing.

They were an order of men of the firft qua-

lity ; endowed with all that greatnefs of mind,

which a noble birth, uncorrupted by vice and

luxury, naturally infpircs ; fitted by their edu-

cation, ftudies, refif;c5i:ions, experience, and a

continual exercife of their talents in the decifioa

of cafes, which daily came before them in judi-

cature, to determine all matters of right and
wrong, according to the wiicil rules of equity ;

collected out of all the various nations fprcad

through the wide extent of that country, and re-

lated to all the princely and noble families that

had the chief influence and government in each j

unconcerned themfelves in tlie quarrel, by means
of their exemption from perfonal fervice in war,

when they thought fic to ufe the privilege \ un
interelled in the event, by reafon as well of their

ordinary abode in Colleges, retired from the

World, and at a diftance from all to whom they

were by blood related -, as of the fatisfadlion they

found in a contemplative life, and the every-way-
1:1 2 happy
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happy clrcumftances of their condition, which

left them nothing to wifh for themfelves, and

no defire in nature but, that which can never

leave a man of virtue, the defire of being ufeful

to the world. With thefe advantages, added to

the facrednefs of their character •, the reverence

for their perfons, which religion infpired into a

people extremely addidled to it •, the univerfal

fubmiflion ever paid to their advice and decrees -,

their abfolute power in facrifices, and the inex-

prefTible dread of their interdifiis, rendered them
the fitted perfons to interpofe between jarring en-

raged nations, and the likelieft to do it with iuc-

cefs. They did fo accordingly, as occafions

offered •, regai'dlefs of their own fafety, and de-

fpifing danger, where the peace of their country

was at flake, and the public good required their

mediation, " they ihrcw theml'^lves between
*•* embattled armies, eager to engage, advancing
*' with drawn fwords, and extended fpears to

" wreck their fury upon one another, put, by
" their wife remonltrances, a ftop to their rage,

" making their v/eapons drop out of their hands,
*' as it were by enchantment, and thus prevented
" the combat : fo highly doth Mars reverence the

*' Mufes, fo much can wifdom prevail over ani-

*' molity, even among barbarous Nations^** is the

refledion of the Greek Hiftorian {Diodorus) at the

end of this relarion. Such were the benefits

which Gaule and Britain received from the infti-

tution of the Druids ; from a body of men com-
pofed of the prime nobility, alTociated togC'

ther according to the rules of the Druidical dif-

cipline i
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cipline -, which afforded them a means of pre-

ferving union between the various nations that

inhabited thofe countries, and a refource in cafe

of quarrels between them, better and more ef-

fectual, than Greece found in her rplehratpH y/w-

phi^yones.

[The Gauls had a general Council like that of

Greece, in which the Reprefentatives of all their

different nations met, to concert meafures foe

their common good, and provide for the pre-

fervation of their union. But the two powerful

fa<5lions of the jEdut and Arverni contending

(Uke the Athenians and Lacedemonians in Greece)

for the chief Iway in the government of GauUy
and working continually to draw over the leffer

nations to their fides, occafioned the refolutions of

thofe Councils to be too much dire<^ted by a party-

fpirit ; which afforded new matter of complaint,

and, inftead of compofmg, inflamed the quarrel.

War in fuch cafes became unavoidable, and might

have been carried to ftrange exceffcs, and fpread

fo generally as to produce an entire diffolution

of their union, if the Druids had not interpofcd

to make an accommodation.
They did the fame good office in Britain ;

whofe conftitution was formed upon the fame
plan, as that of Gaule : and they did it with

better fuccefs \ becaule they there prevented thofe

wars, which in Gaule, not able to hinder their

breaking out, all their bufinefs was to compofe.
The Britains had their Common Councils, where the

deputies of their different people met, as they did

in Gaule ; and it was in one of thefe, ;';; Communi
Concilia
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Concilio (as defar fays) that CaJJlveUan was chofen

Commander in Chief of the forces drawn toge-

ther to oppofe the Romans. But there is no reafon

to think them privileged here from thofe defedts,

under wliirh they laboured there :] nor is it tO bc

conceived how fuch a number of little nations

(like the Clans of the Highlands of Scotland^ or

the Septs of Ireland) fhould be for ages together

united ; (for notwithftanding their multitude of

Kings, Princes and Potentates, Diodorus fays,

they were generally at peace with each other)

without the influence and authority of the Druids.

The collegiate life which the Druids led.

Far from rendering them morofe or aukward,

ferved only to improve their politenefs, by
daily convprfations with perfons of the fame
rank with themfelvc3 ., whofe minds by
their ftudies and reafonings on fubje6ts of mora-

lity, were fitted with noble fentiments ; and who
had added to their other accomplifhments, a

knowledge of all ufeful parts of learning. When
they went abroad into the world, they appeared

the fame men of quality, that they were before

their retreat, (^c. This l^ft -paragraph immediately

follows the conclufion of the Specimen^ hut is fo

much of a piece with it, and fo entirely to the pur*

pofe, that I thought it would he a pity to deprive

the reader of the pleafure offo great a curioftty.

the END.














