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INTRODUCTION

We have bound together in this little booklet a bundle of memories from
the Centennial Celebrations of 1935. Four preparatory sermons form the bulk
of the printed matter. They were delivered from the pulpit of St. George's
Church on Sunday mornings previous to our ten days of special services.

They explain themselves and their purposes as they progress. Do not go to

them as to a serious and scholarly history of a certain period. A busy rector,

especially if be happens to be placed within the teeming life of St. George's,

has little time for the quiet, leisurely, deliberate study and investigation

which are necessary if history is to be written. He must "cram" his subject
and then, while it is fresh in his mind, express it in story form. Bearing
these limitations in mind, accept these brief accounts of the early days for

what they are worth. Forgive me for not giving chapter and text for every
piece of proffered information. Very little of it is the result of pious imagin-
ation; each fact has been tested and tried, and in the process many have
been abandoned as lacking authority.

If I were to begin acknowledging every item of assistance received my
list would look like a miniature roll of the parish. So many of my people
have given me kindly aid. Also descendants of some of our charter members
have searched for information, much of which is now in print for the first

time. I am grateful to them for their enthusiastic co-operation. A word of
special thanks is owing to Mr. C. A. Hesson. If it had not been for a painful
illness, Mr. Hesson would have marked our Centennial by compiling a history
of our parish, at once, thorough and comprehensive. For many years he has
gathered materials with this in mind. We rejoice that again he is slowly
recovering his old strength and pray that he will be spared for many happy
years. Also we hope that his earlier ambition may yet be fulfilled and that
he may set forth in order the great mass of information which he has gathered
so that the coming generations may know more of their community and the
old Parish Church. I am indebted to him for advice and supervision through-
out the many weeks of preparation and publishing.

I am also deeply grateful to Major H. B. Burgoyne of "The Standard"
who. week by week, has opened the columns of his paper to the materials
now reprinted in this booklet, and to Mr. E. T. Sandell, the proprietor of our
local broadcasting station, by whose courtesy, our morning services, and these
historical sermons, have been broadcast.

Reflections from many books will be found in these pages: Chiefly, Mr.
J. P. Merritt's, "Biography of the Hon. W. H. Merritt, M.P."; Canon Robert
Ker's "History of St. George's Parish" (published 1891); "Annals of Niagara,"
by Wm. Kerby; "History of Niagara," by Janet Carnochan; W. H. Merritts
"War Diary" as published by the Champlain Society, and papers of both the
Niagara and Ontario Historical Society. In addition to these published
sources, we are happy to say that our own parochial records are rich in

historical materials. Old papers and letters mentioned in these pages have
been treasured by passing generations of church men and we shall hand them
on intact to those who succeed us. Our backward look has been full of

inspiration and we go forward into the future with a new sense of our high
and holy tradition, and a new eagerness to apply the old treasured Gospel to

the pressing needs of our own time.

G. N. LUXTON.
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A Chapter of Beginnings

At the clos/e of October we plan

to celebrate the centennial of the

laying of the corner stone of the

present St. George's Church. Many
qf our members now living outside

the city will, we hope, join us in our
services of remembrance and
thanksgiving. On the last day of

October (All Hallows E'en) at 8

p.m., the Primate of all Canada,
Archbishop D. T. Owen, will be the

preacher at the first service of our
celebration. On that occasion we
shall ask his Grace to dedicate a

Book of Remembrance which has
been in the process of preparation
for many months. In it the great

names and dates of our history will

be inscribed, and a century of gifts

and memories recorded. After its

dedication, it will be placed in a

glass case near the entrance to the

church. Different pages will be
open each week to remind the

modern worshipper of our debt to

the past generations, and of the

wealth of tradition which we have
inherited.

Between now and the end of

October we are going to prepare
ourselves as a congregation to take
a devout and intelligent part in the

centennial services. Excepting our
harvest Thanksgiving service on
next Sunday morning, all the Sun-
day morning services will be times
of preparation. Thanksgiving and
rededication will be their recurring

notes. During the sermon we shall

attempt to recover a small portion of

the memories of yesterday and tell

the story of the origins of our parish

life. That story will never be told

in its completeness. In the old days
men and women were too busy
making history to take much time
for the preservation of the story

itself. They were in the midst of

arduous and challenging days and
every ounce of strength was needed
for the hour's demand. Therefore
our historical materials ,are limited

to a few fragments of paper which

miraculously survived the days of

stress, several subscription lists, a

half dozen drawings and a bundle
of faded letters bearing on the life

of the first church. To this we may
add the records of neighbouring
parishes and a few local traditional
stories which h ave been handed
down from generation to generation.

This morning we are going back to
our first beginnings. In tracing the
history of St. George's we trace the
history of St. Catharines. It is dif-

ficult to decide which first came
into being. Doubtless the settle-

ment, for on our first ancient sub-
scription list, dated 1796, the name
"St. Catharines" appears. But the
Church itself must have been a
close second in the race for position.

Tradition has it that the first two
residents of St. Catharines were
Jacob Dittrick and John Hainer.
Previous to their coming a store

house belonging to the Honorable
Robert Hamilton of Queenston was
the only building set in the virgin
forest beside Twelve Mile Creek.
Our two founders came to St.

Catharines by an adventurous route.

John Dittrick spent his early life in

the Mohawk Valley in the state of

New York. When the Rebellion
took place he chose to remain true
to the Crown and joined the British

Army, serving during the war as a
sergeant in Butler's Rangers. When
peace came in 1784 he decided to

settle down in the new country west
of Niagara. At Queenston he had
become acquainted with another
loyalist, John Hainer, who had
sought the peace of Canada, after

experiencing persecution and hard-
ship at the hands of the rebels.

Through hostile Indian country
Hainer had made his way towards
the Niagara river and after many
dangers had begun to farm in the

neighbourhood of Queenston.

At the close of the war the two
men set out to find a homestead for

themselves in the unsettled inland.

Reaching Twelve Mile Creek, John
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Hainer drove a stake into the rich

soil and said, "Here stay I." Jacob
Dittrick went farther up the Creek
and made a similar decision Locat-
ing their homesteads by present-day
landmarks, we recall that Ridley
College stands on part of the old
Hainer property and that the Glen-
ridge division of the city belonged
to the farm of Jacob Ditrick. When
these two men staked their lands
beside the winding stream, St.

Catharines had its beginnings. We
are especially interested in the

eventful day and also in the two
men themselves. Not only did they
found the settlement, they are to be
numbered among the most promin-
ent of the men who founded our
own congregation. In 1796 when
the first subscriptions were received
for the building of a parish church
Jacob Dittrick and John Hainer
headed the list. And thirty-three

years later when money was col-

lected for the building of our first

Episcopal parsonage, we find the
names of these two loyalists in the
midst of a new generation of Church
supporters.

When we search into the origins

of our congregation, our way is

bound to lead us to Old Niagara, the
mother town of our district and the
God-mother of our peninsular
churches. We have no time to dwell
on the honourable history of this

ancient town. It would lead us
back into the prehistoric period
when it was a flourishing Indian
village. In 1679 LaSalle used the

west side of the river as a garden
and later in 1780 the British occu-
pants of Fort Niagara made a similar

use of the Canadian side. Four or

five families had located there in

1781, Peter and James Secord being
of their number. A year later

Colonel Butler reported that there
were sixteen families in the new
district and in 1783 the families
numbered forty-six and the popula-
tion over six hundred. Two other
dates ought to be mentioned; 1783

marked the coming of the first con-
siderable group of United Empire
Loyalists, and in 1784 Butler's

Rangers were disbanded. Both dates

are written in letters of gold upon
the early history of the Niagara
peninsula. Men and women of

steadfast loyalty and fine character
took up the pioneer's task. Thev

gave to our district a foundation of

patriotism and Christian faith

which is our most precious heritage.

The actual history of the Churob
cf England in this district begins
with the coming of the Rev. Robert
Addison, M.A., in 1792. Previous to

that there had been occasional visits

by chaplains and other missionaries.
The Rev. John Ogllvie was at Fort
Niagara following the conquest of

1759, and twenty-five years later the
Rev. John Stuart passed through
this peninsula. During his visit to

our district Mr. Stuart ministered
to the Mohawk Indians who had
encamped on a location nine miles
from Niagara. We have a brief

record that in their church this

S. P. G. missionary baptized 102

children and five adults besides

THE REV. ROBERT ADDISON, M.A.

OF NIAGARA
First resident missionary in the

Niagara Peninsula: 1792-1829: a copy
of a picture now in the possession «f

Mr. Alan Stevenson of Niagara
Falls, a grandson. The picture is

supposed to have been taken while
Mr. Addison was bidding farewell

to his friends in Cambridge before

his departure in 1791 for Upper
Canada.
— (Kindness of Mrs. E. C. Ascher).
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marrying six couples. But when
the same Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts
appointed Mr. Addison as its mis-
sionary for the Niagara district a

new spiritual day dawned in the
history of our settlement. Arriving
in Montreal in 1791, the new mis-
sionary found it necessary to winter
there, proceeding to Niagara in the
following spring. We have every
reason for iooking back to the Rev.
Robert Addison as the spiritual

father of our own congregation.
Although from the first the centre
of his work was in the thriving
settlement at Niagara, he considered
himself to be the minister of the
entire district. We have record of

his ministrations in St. Catharines
as well as in 10-mile Creek (Homer),
20-mile Creek (Grimsby), Chip-
pewa, Fort Erie, Ancaster, York, and
on the banks of the Grand River.
When in 1796 our fathers made the
first move towards the erection of

a parish church, they must have
been both inspired and directed in

their intentions by this valiant
pioneer.

The district was exceptionally
fortunate in the man sent out by the
S.P.G. to guide the destinies of the
church. Mr. Addison was a graduate
of Christ Church, Cambridge, and
had been a tutor in his college.

Turning from the peace and ease of

an old country living, he offered
himself for pioneer service in what
was then the uttermost part of the
earth. Immediately he assumed a

position of leadership in the civic

as well as the religious life of Upper
Canada and our district in particu-
lar. Life was by no means easy for

this transplanted scholar. Not only
was the travelling heavy and
hazardous but his income was un-
certain and inadequate. He had been
promised £100 a year to be raised

by the settlers but in 1793 we find

Dim reporting, "Everything is very
dear in the settlement but by great
frugality and some little private
possession, I am free from actual

want. The humble settler who
labours on his land is kind to me."

Later Mr. Addison laments that

of those who might be able to

contribute to his support that "their

subscription is likely to end in

words." We realize how much hides

under his expression, "great frugal-

ity," when we learn that in 1796 Mr.

Addison petitioned the Governor-in-
Council to lease to him the salt

springs in Louth at a nominal rental

whereby he might be able "to mend
a scanty income insufficient for the
decent support of his family." Two
years later on the recommendation
of Governor Simcoe, this leasehold
was given to the heavily pressed
parson for the sum of 5 shillings

per annum. Whether or not the

concession mended his income to

any extent we are unable to say.

but later the springs were developed
under government patronage and
we may hope thai some of the re-

sulting funds found their way into

the cob-webbed purse of the first

Rector of Niagara*.
Several times Mr. Addison con-

sidered removal to the more settled

Maritime provinces but the Niagara
Peninsula had gripped his affections

and his dreams. He persisted in his

arduous task, and laid the founda-
tions of the Church's work both in

Niagara and here in our midst.

Through hardship of every kind,

including the distress of war (in

COLONEL JOHN BUTLER
OF NIAGARA

Father of the settlement of the

Niagara Peninsula, who applied for

a missionary to the Society for the

Propagation of the Gospel, and later

assisted Mr. Addison in organizing

the Anglican congregation at

Niagara.
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1814 he tells of his house being
plundered by the enemy and of

himself being made a prisoner of

war) our first missionary fought the

good fight of faith until in 1829 his

remains were laid to rest under the

great trees of St. Mark's church-
yard.

* * *

Two other names ought to be
linked with Mr. Addison's in this

preliminary survey of our peninsular
church life. Colonel John Butler,

the Commander of the Rangers, has
already been mentioned. Whenever
the early days of this district are
recounted, his name must be given
a foremost place in the record. His
Rangers, together with their Com-
rade Loyalists, gave the pioneer
settlement its staunch backbone.
And Colonel Butler led them in

their peaceful conquests as he had
led them in the days of war. He
died in 1796, the year in which our
congregation took their first steps

in the building of their church. We
remember him not only as a great

civil figure but also as the leader
of the laity of the Church of

England in the district and as the

first patron of the first Church
living in our part of Canada. It was
in response to his urging that the

S.P.G. sent out Mr. Addison.

The other name which we have
cause to remember in our list of

"benefactors is that of the Honorable
Robert Hamilton ol Queenston.
Apparently he joined with Colonel
Butler in the application which re-

sulted in Mr. Addison's commission
from the S.P.G That alone would
warrant our inclusion of his name
with grateful acknowledgement in

this story of the past. But we have
further and more direct cause for

remembering with thankfulness the
founder of Queenston. Much of the
land on which St. Catharines is built

was originally granted by the Crown
to the Hamilton family. At the time
when our people were forming
themselves into a congregation
Judge Hamilton made a gift of land
for the location of their church. In

the deed made out years later in

1798 by the donor, the land is

granted to the Church wardens of

the township, John Gould and Abel
Letten. A phrase in the grant
establishes an ideal to which we
may well cling in these latter days.
The land is given "for and in behalf

THE HONORABLE ROBERT
HAMILTON OF QUEENSTON
Lieutenant of the County and

Judge, who seconded Colonel Butler
in his application to the Church of

the old land, and also donated a
tract of ground in St. Catharines on
which the first Episcopal Church
was built in 1796.

of the whole inhabitants of the said

town forever for the purpose
of having a Church and a School-
House." There a thoughtful man
pointed us to a catholicity of outlook
and service which recognizes no
barriers of sectarianism. The wel-
fare and the happiness of every last

member in the community must
command our deep concern. Our
charter, as written by Judge
Hamilton in these ancient lines, will

never allow us to sit at ease in

Zion, content with a great past and
the present physical beauty of our
shrine. We are sent forth into the
highways and byways of our com-
munity as living witnesses for Christ
and His redeeming Gospel. Our
Church ought to be a power house
for the entire City—indeed, every
church in the community ought to

share this high destiny with us—and
all men, whatever be their creed or

allegiance, ought to wish us well
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insofar as we try to bring this noble
ideal into the realm of the actual.

<* *X+ *

So on this preparation Sunday we
make a special act of thanksgiving
for the lives and service of five

men. Two of our group were loyal-

ist pioneers, founders of our settle-

ment and charter members and
supporters of our congregation,
Jacob Dittrick and John Hainer.
Neither of the three remaining men
of this group lived in St. Catharines
yet each contributed richly to our
beginnings: Colonel John Butler,

pioneer churchman, who caught the

vision of an old Church established

in a new land; The Honourable
Robert Hamilton, Lieutenant of the

County and Judge, who shared the
vision with his warrior-friend, and
forwarded it in very practical

directions; and the Rev. Robert
Addison, M.A , scholar, missionary
and friend of the people, who joined
in the adventure of the new world,
placing his nand to the plough of

the Kingdom, and turning a straight

furrow through almost forty years.

Truly they proved themselves to be,

in the language of the Old Testa-
ment, "princes of the assembly,
famous in the congregation, men of

renown."

*I am indebted to Mr. C. A. Hesson

for the discovery of further details

regarding Mr. Addison's connection

with the salt works. "Mr. Addison

did not obtain possession until late

in 1797. He then rented the works
to one, Phillips, who later "farmed"

it to Solomon Moore. The rent was
to be $100 a year and a quantity of

salt. As no formal lease had ever
been given to Mr. Addison and the

works went from hand to hand with
several claimants for work and im-
provements done thereto, the price

of imported salt also decreasing, the
works gradually fell into disuse."

We must conclude from the above
that Mr. Addison's venture into

industry was a costly experiment.
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The Life and Worship of our
Charter Members

The Sunday before last we con-
sidered the beginnings of our con-
gregational life. We viewed the
Niagara Peninsula in its earliest

days, and witnessed the first

awakening of pioneer life on the
high banks of Twelve Mile Creek
We pursued our study to a day when
the Honourable Robert Hamilton of

Qusenston presented to a little band
of devout men a gift of land for the
location of a church and a school
house. This first churchyard con-
sisted of "one acre, two roods and
sixteen perches" of ground at the
east end of the present Burgoyne
Bridge. Indeed, the comparatively
new St. Paul Street entrance to the
bridge runs directly through the
old churchyard. It is not without
inspiration to remember that all

who enter our city from the west
must cross this hallowed ground.
Our prayer is that after their entry
they may find in the heart of the
city, in the lives of her folk, a
strength and a graciousness worthy
of her one hundred and forty years
of Christian preaching and teaching.

During our festival week-end, the
Bishop of Niagara, the Rt. Rev. L.
W. B. Broughall, will unveil and
dedicate a stone marker in the
midst of this ancient churchyard.
Within the triangular park across St.

Paul Street from the Cenotaph, this

block from our own Queenston
quarries will be placed. The inscrip-
tion on a carven scroll will recall
that for forty years a little wooden
church stood nearby, welcoming to

her services the hardy pioneers of

the district. Before we gather to-

gether the sparse details that have
survived to tell us of that first

church, let me attempt to give you
a picture of the life of these charter
members of our congregation.

*

An old account gives us a word-
view of a very small settlement
clustered about the churchyard and
dwarfed by the giants of the forest

which still held sway in all
directions. From what is now St.

Paul Street to the lake shore was
almost impenetrable forest. Fine
salmon were to be found in the
stream which ran beside the settle-
ment. Deer sped nimbly through the
forest and came over the hillside
seeking the salt-lick on the banks
of "The Twelve." Wild life of all

kinds abounded. But here and there
little clearings were appearing. Old
soldiers and Loyalists had received
free grants of land from Governor
Simcoe. Others bought rich tracts
at about fifty cents an acre. And
courageous men and women set
forth to wrest a living from the
soil.

Today the word "farming" sounds
prosaic and unadventurous but in
1784, the days of which we speak,
the life of a farmer-settler was a
daily battle fought sometimes
against overwhelming odds. We
read of disbanded soldiers going
forth to make a home armed with
but an axe and a hoe. Some few
had oxen and one very wealthy
housewife owned a cow, a bed, six
plates and three knives. With this
well-stocked hope-chest she and her
husband prepared to found a home-
stead. Danger from the red man
was by no means infrequent. We
read of succor being sent to a dis-
tressed quarter by the Commander
at Fort Niagara. The rescuing
party brought to the safety of the
Fort a group of survivors consisting
of five women and thirty-one chil-

dren,—and but one pair of shoes
was to be found among the thirty-
six of them. When in 1789 the
Hungry Year came upon the settlers,

they existed on a sparse diet of fish
and milk. Tea was made from
catnip, sage or peppermint. And
when finalty the wheat of the new
harvest began to appear, as soon as
the seed formed in the head, part of
the crop was gathered and eaten
with thankful relish.

These were heavy days but our
undaunted forefathers came through
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them triumphantly. Nor were
spiritual matters postponed to future
days of ease. Even in these log
homesteads the old services of the
Church brought strength and in-
spiration to hungry souls. Word
was sent around that on such a
Sunday there would be a service in
one of the homes. Every traveller
was charged with the invitation.
And when the day dawned men and
women put on their best homespun
and walked Ihe many miles be-
tween. The old songs of Zion were
sung: the age-old prayers were said:

the comforting Word was read. And
after many a warm hand-clasp, our
forefathers turned back to the trail

through the woods and with quick-

THOMAS MERRITT
One of the illustrious pioneers of

this district. In 1779 while a coronet
in Simcoe's "Rangers," Mr. Merritt
married Miss Mary Hamilton, of

South Carolina. The two Loyalists

with their two children came to

Canada in 1796, buying land on the

banks of Twelve Mile Creek. For
17 years Mr. Merritt was sheriff of

the district and for a still longer
period, Commissioner of Woods and
Forests. He served with Mr. George
Adams as Warden of the first church
between the years 1817 and 1831,

and took a leading part in its

destinies throughout his lifetime.

THE HONORABLE
WM. HAMILTON MERRITT

Born 1793, died 1862, the son of
Thomas and Mary Merritt. In our
study of the early days we find the
son aiding his father in the services
of the wooden church on the hill-

side of the Twelve. Later he brought
fame to himself and his district by
his great project of the Welland
Canal. His statue stands on part of

the old church yard at the east end
of the Burgoyne Bridge.

ened spirits faced the demands of a
new week. Undoubtedly out of

these log-cabin services there grew
the project of a formal congregation
and a settlement church. Our roots
are deep in the these simplicities,

and we rejoice in tracing our origin
back to the hospitable homesteads
of the district. Christianity has
always had happy beginnings in the
home, ever since our Lord chose an
Upper Room, a Guest Chamber to

be the meeting place of His new
fellowship. And the friendliness

and sympathy of these early home-
stead-days ought to persist in our
church life today. Unless it is there
in your heart, binding you to your
neighbour in both joy and sorrow,
all the development and enrichment



A reprint of an engraving prepared for Canon Ker's history of St.

George's Church, published in 1891. Since then the Merritt Doorway has
added to the beauty of the Tower. The trees are also forty-five years
older and now, during the summer, make it difficult for the photographer
to find a clear view of the west front.
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of the years between is a tale of

empty and tragic blundering..
foundations were truly laid: we
enter into a goodly inheritance.

With the nineties new days
dawned for the sorely tried
pioneers. The rich ground began to

bring forth in abundance. The settle-

ment became, in the better sense of

the word, more settled. People
viewed the future with a greater
degree of certainty. The wolf was
driven far from the door and com-
munity life developed naturally
and happily along the best lines.

Our first written record of this

development at St. Catharines is an
old time-worn subscription list,

bearing 44 names and amounting to

£121, 12 shillings, all directed towards
the building of a church at St. Cath-
arines. A few moments ago I spoke
of entering the modern city of St.

Catharines over a tract of hallowed
ground. More than that, when we
go back to our earliest days and ask
for some trace of our origins, this

faded and sacred relic marks the
furthermost limit of our search.
This hallowed piece of paper which
J have brought from its safekeeping
and now hold before you is, I be-
lieve, the oldest document in exist-

ence relating to the community life

of our city. It records that Christian
men joined in a project for trie

erection of a House of God. They
built it on the property given by
Mr. Hamilton. Around the church-
yard, there grew up a little settle-

ment. A tavern within a stone's
throw, a few stores and a log school-
house, and scattered amid the near-
by trees a few simple homes where
Loyalists and old country folk
carried on the wholesome traditons
of their fathers in a new land of

opportunity and freedom. In those
early days a church was set in the
heart of the community, and if we
are wise in our generation, we shall

refuse to give our churches a lesser

place. So many of our modern cities

seem to encircle a market, a factory,
or a playing field and appear to be
content with life lived on the lower
levels. However far in the future
we may descend in that unhappy
direction, we shall not be able to

lay the blame on our forefathers.

They gave us a true beginning and
blessed our life at its very source.
A homestead, then a church and
afterwards a community; this was
the order of their building. Our

Let me continue our study this

morning by giving you the few
available details descriptive of this

first wooden church erected by our
congregation. Next Sunday we shall
follow its fortunes throughout the
opening decades of the new century,
thirty-five years of service inter-
rupted by war and finally
terminated in 1836 by fire. Today
we pause for a glimpse of the
church itself and imagine ourselves
approaching it from the winding
trail of St. Paul Street, so named
because of Paul Shipman who, a
year or so after the Church was
built, became proprietor of the
tavern beside the churchyara.

Remembering that the old St.

Paul Street turned to the left and
wandered downhill with our present
St Paul Street Crescent, we find
that the main Street of the little

settlement winds around the hill-

top churchyard. The small square
building (30'x34') is set in the midst
of the acre and a half of church-
yard. Its walls are covered with
clapboards or weatherboards. Four
circular-topped windows let in the
light. The walls are painted white
and the roof the colour of slate. And
around the Church there are already
many roughly-hewn stones mark-
ing the resting places of pioneers.

We approach by a winding path-
way and enter the modest little

building. In size it is just a little

larger than one of our present
transepts. They are about 30'x23'.

The original church measured 30'x
34'. In the centre of the interior

there are twelve square double
pews (7'x4') holding comfortably
some sixty people. An aisle three

feet wide runs down each side and
beside it and against the wall there
are eight single pews, each seating

about ten. On the sides and over
the entrance there is erected a nar-
row gallery reached by a stair to

the right of the doorway. A wains-
cotting four feet high runs around
the wall and above that there is

plaster. A stove stands to one side

with pipes leading to a chimney. At
the front of the Church there is a

high double-decker pulpit. The
officiating minister ascends to the
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upper level while the responding
clerk takes the lower seat. These
details, gathered from a variety of

sources and referring to the condi-
tion of the Church at different

periods, do give us a fairly accurate
view of the old structure as it

appeared in the years around the
war of 1812, 13 and 14. Here with
simplicity and devotion our fathers

worshipped.

* *
In our survey of these early days

we ought to emphasize the fact

that for thirty - five years our
congrgeation carried on without a

resident clergyman Mr. Addison
frequently came to them from
Niagara, Mr. Leeming from Chip-
pewa. Mr. Stuart (later of Catara-
qui-Kingston) and Mr. Bethune, of

Grimsby and later of Coburg, and

HENRY MITTLEBERGER
A leader in the life of the first

church through a long and eventful
period. With Mr. E. S. Adams, Mr.
Mittleberger was Church warden
during the years 1831-39. Before
this he had been a member and
officer of the Board of Trustees, and
a lay-helper in the worship of the

Church. His official connection
with St. George's lasted until 1868

when we find a last entry of his

election as a lay-delegate to synod.
still later second Bishop of Toronto,

are also mentioned as occasional
clerical visitors. But one intensely
interesting item from Mr. Henry
Mittleberger's journal, which we
find quoted in the Hon. W. H.
Merritt's biography, tells of the part
played by the laity in the worship
of our first church. Under the date
of June 1st, 1823, Mr. Mittleberger
wrote, "Went to church and read
the responses. Captain Merritt (the
Hon. W. H. Merritt) read prayers
and Mr. Thos. Merritt (the Sheriff)

gave a lengthy discourse." The
comment on the duration of the
sermon is no criticism of the elder
Mr. Merritt. A short address in

those days would have been thought
most unseemly and indeed object-
ionable by any devout congregation.
But the entry does tell us that from
the first the laymen of our parish
were not merely business ad-
ministrators. The}' were spiritual
leaders, giving of their best to every
side of the Church's life and giving
it in the spirit of high privilege.

$ *$ <$»

We gather together the threads of
our morning's study and we find
that certain vital facts stand forth.

First, we have discovered that the
western entrance to the city runs
through the hallowed ground of our
ancient churchyard. This symbolic
fact prepares us for another and
significant discovery, that our
settlement had its beginnings in a
spiritual project, the erection of our
first Church by the victorious

pioneers, the conquerors of advers-
ity. Our people were welded to-

gether into a community by the call

to worship, to the building of God r

s

House. We have also gathered to-

gether the few surviving descriptive

facts relating to the first Church;
we have caught a glimpse of that

primitive building called in our
records 'the Episcopal Church at

Twelve Mile Creek." A final and
illuminating discovery completes
our search this morning. We find

that our Church was congregational
—in the true sense of the word.
Visiting ministers were made wel-
come and their ministrations appre-
ciated. But the laity of the Church
were men of high calibre, capable
of holding the spiritual fort by
themselves. Their own private de-
votions, the family prayers of their

own homesteads, prepared them so

(Please Turn to Page Thirty-Four)
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Adventurous Days in Our
First Church

The story of our congregational
life shines with the pioneer spirit

of Old Testament days. The
patriarchs of a later age walk
through these new pages, leading the
people in the way of God. Adversity
and misfortune were never far from
their path, yet they brought to the
struggle a valorous faith that

saves our records from being merely
a collection of dry and dusty relics.

We read of the conquest of a new
Canaan by peaceful, hard-working
men and women, of the rearing of

an Altar of the Presence in the midst
of the people, and of the united
thanksgiving of a devout race of

adventurers.
In our services we turn the pages

of the Old Testament, continuing
through the Gospels and the Acts of

the Apostles. Yet it does not seem
amiss or presumptuous to join our
new story to the ancient Testaments
of God. A new book of the Acts
was written by humble, believing
folk in this Niagara Peninsula. "By
faith" they "subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained
promises." And in the story of

their lives and labours each one of

us can find inspiration and chal-
lenge.

*X* * *
In our previous studies we have

been searching into the beginnings
of our congregation. With the few
available materials in our hands, we
have been attempting to reconstruct
those distant days and to see the
pioneers in their simple, wholesome
surroundings. Now we turn to the
church they built and the course of

its ministry in the growing settle-

ment.

A subscription list which comes to

us from the period of building is

dated 1796. Whether the church
was built previous to this or shortly
afterwards, it is impossible to de-
termine. Henry Mittleberger, and
E. S. Adams in their churchwardens'
report for 1839 set forth their in-

tention "to advert briefly to the rise

and progress of the Church of

England in this place" and state that

"In or about the years 1792-1794 the
erection of a building for Divine
Service was fixed on a site near the
residence of Rolland Macdonald,
Esq." These men spoke from a
vantage point both of years and
knowledge. Mr. Adams must have
been brought up in the original
church and Mr. Mittleberger had
already been a leader in its councils
for almost twenty years. More than
that, they must frequently have
discussed these early days with men
who had sawn the lumber and ham-
mered the nails at the opening bee.
Therefore, we may take it as
authoritative that either in 1796, or
shortly before, the little wooden
church began her lifetime of

Christian service.

«$«

Our records do not cover the first

few years of life in the original
Church. None of the documents
from the period 1796-1801 survives
to bridge the gap. But, we are
thankful to add, this is the only
serious blank in the adventurous
days which terminated on the even-
ing of the 4th of March. 1836, when
our first church was totally destroy-
ed by fire. As we search through
our bundle of faded papers, we come
upon two very interesting accounts,
one dated 1811 and thet other 1819,

which tell us in detail of carpentry
done in 1801-2. A contractor from
Grimsby (20 Mile Creek) undertook
the work and carried it through. But
the poor man found the collecting
of the charges no easy task.

Apparently actual money was scarce
in those days and the trustees had
been disappointed in many of their

expectations. In the 1811 letter the
carpenter notes that he had received
certain sums from Joseph Smith, I.

Clendening the schoolmaster, S.

Wood, George Adams and Thomas
Merritt. In his subsequent account
(sent in 1819) he lists his charges
for work during 1802 at £25. Then
comes a long tale of interest

due on the amount owed, carrying
us down to 1819 when the original-

debt of £25 had grown to £80. 19s. 3d.
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Position of Old Episcopal Church

Above is the reproduction of a map showing the boundaries of the
first churchyard and the approximate site of the old wooden church in

which pioneer residents of St. Catharines worshipped. The eastern end
of the Burgoyne Bridge meets the dotted lines at the left centre. Old St.

Paul Street turned down the hill (now St. Paul Street Crescent) and
crossed the canal on the lower level. The Memorial Park in which the
cenotaph is placed is also marked on this map; most of it was included
in the old churchyard. The stone marker, to be unveiled on Sunday,
Nov. the 3rd at 3 p.m. will be located between the Merritt memorial and
the sharp point of the little park at the corner of Yates Street South and
the present St. Paul Street. The above map was drawn by Mr. E. O.
Holt after a study and comparison of several old maps and drawings
which have survived from the earlv days.

The note attached to the bill is sar-

castically eloquent. At the bottom
is a P.S. to this effect: "I have
made out my account that the weak-
est capacity of any trustee may
understand it." We must defend
our belaboured trustees by noting
that not only were sums paid on
account during several years
previous to the war (and indeed £3

in the very midst of it) but also we
must recall that the war threw the
finances of our district into an
unmanageable turmoil. More than
that, it shut the doors of the church
-as far as the congregational life was
concerned. Little wonder then that

for a group of years following the
war payments were suspended. The
parishioners were left with a bat-
tered church and empty pockets. It

must be a consolation to present-
day wardens to observe how the
church officials of a hundred years
ago struggled and agonized to make
their columns balance. One re-

ceipted bill from these days records
that our wardens were finally able
to pay this one debt. The creditor

receipted it with tremendous relief,

writing, "Received Payment—thank
God!"
Another of our documents bearing

the date 1811 lists as interested and
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contributing members of the church:
Geo. Adams, John May, Robert
Campbell, Joseph Dittrick, Benjamin
Pawling, Joseph Smith, John Gould,
Paul Shipman and H a r m a n
Hostetter. And evidence that certain
members supported the church "in

kind" is to be found on one of the
church's accounts with the general
store (Chisholm and Merritt) where
credit is allowed the trustees for
contributions of wheat and flour. .

* *> *
In 1812 the war began with the

United States; the Niagara Peninsula
became "the front line" and old
Niagara bore the brunt of the in-

vader's fury. St. Mark's was burnt
and only the walls left standing. The
attacking troops came through St.

Catharines many times and the
peace of the valley by the church-
yard must frequently have been dis-

turbed by the rush of cavalry and
the clamour of fighting men. Wm.
Hamilton Merritt played no small
part in the fray and raised and
commanded a company of mounted
men in spite of the fact that he was
barely out of his teens. His lieuten-
ant in this troop of provincial
Dragoons was Charles Ingersoll. his

brother-in-law, whose descendants
have also played a large part in our
parochial life. For the last two
years of the war the little church
was used by the British as a hospital
and the women of the town became
volunteer nurses. Thus its inter-

rupted ministry of healing was con-
tinued in another sphere. Consider-
able damage was done to the church
and after the war an attempt was
made to obtain a covering grant
from the government. A copy of

the application reads: "Govt, to

Episcopal Church of St. Catharines.
To 2 years rent of said church as an
hospital and for damage done to the
same, £100." Thomas Merritt and T.

Butler signed the application as
trustees. But the government was
either extremely poor or else firmly
bound in "red-tape", and only by
unrelenting effort through many
years did our trustees finally obtain
part of the original claim. Mean-
while in 1823 they succeeded in
raising a loan of £60 from the
Bishop of Quebec on the under-
standing that it was to be refunded
when the indemnity was paid.

Apparently our congregation did
not feel able to undertake the obli-

gation of the necessary church re-

pairs until the summer of 1817. In
May of that year the trustees entered
into a contract with James Tinlin.
agreeing to pay £90 for the under-
pinning of the church "with good
stones and lime mortar," the replace-
ment of decayed weatherboards
"exclusive of knot holes, worm
holes, etc,," the painting of the walls
white and the roof slate, the repair
of plaster, pulpit, pews, and "rising"
pews of the gallery. Two years
after this, on the 3rd of July, 1819.
a most important meeting of the
parishioners was held, one which
greatly affected the destinies of the
parish. Five resolutions were
passed, four of which turned on
local items of routine business, the
final one, however, made history.
By it a committee consisting of
Jacob Dittrick, Wm. Chisholm, Geo.
Adams and Wm. Hamilton Merritt
were authorized to present a petition
"to the Bishop of Quebec to send
out a pious clergyman; we paying
£50 currency per annum, and
furnish him with a comfortable
parsonage house." The petition was
relayed to Bishop Jacob Mountain
and we have in our records several
replies from his secretary. Although
the Bishop found himself unable
immediately to supply the parish
with a clergyman, he promised that
arrangements would be made to
have the resident ministers at Chip-
pewa. Fort George, and Grimsby
in rotation pay visits to the growing
congregation on the banks of the
Twelve. We have record of these
clergymen holding services in the
old church. But when no minister
was forthcoming, the laity, as we
have previously noted, continued by
themselves the devotional and in-
structional life of thQ congregation.

We are happy to recall that our
first church was not only the Mother
Church of England of the settle-

ment, but also that she merits a

broader title as the Mother of all

the churches of the community,
excepting that our Roman Catholic
brethren. In the early days there
was but one church in St Catharines.
And while we have every reason
for believing that it was an
Episcopal Church from its founda-
tion, other groups, notably the
Presbyterians, held certain rights

and privileges in the little parish
Church. When their itinerant min-
isters came to town, the Church was
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St. Catharines in 1846

A reproduction of an old drawing of St. Catharines as it appeared
from the south bank of Twelve Mile Creek about the year 1846. Points
of interest are as follows: Beginning at the left is the bank on which
Rodman Hall stands and appearing over its edge, the malt house and
buildings of the old brewery; to the right of the centre tree, the Kimmett
place; before the buildings to right of tree, the old Welland Canal runs
(note masts of vessel by brewery buildings). The large white building
behind the little bridge is the old Adams mill; the bridge itself crosses
the Twelve Mile Creek into the Jacob Dittrick property. The old road
leading up to the city and into St. Paul Street begins (in the picture) at

the first branch of the centre tree and ascends to the right, circling

around the old Episcopal churchyard which in this picture takes in about
an inch of the hill-top to the left of the road. The roof of Oak Hill (resi-

dence of Win. Hamilton Merritt) is seen among the trees at the top of the
centre tree. Also at the bend of the road (just above the Adams' mill)

is the frame house of Mrs. Davidson (the mother-in-law of Capt. Wynne).
This drawing was made ten years after the old Episcopal Church had
burned down and shortly after the Merritt memorial tower of St. George's
Church had been completed (1845). Both picture and key provided by
Mr. C. A. Hesson.

placed at their disposal, and I am
sure our congregation shared in the
fellowship. But about the time of

which we are speakng (the decade
after the war) for two reasons this

happy intermingling was found to

be impractible. Other groups pre-

viously too weak to launch out on
their own had grown sufficiently

to warrant such a venture. We gain
some idea of the rapid growth of the
settlement in assessment and census
returns. In 1819 only 203 people
were assessed in the whole township

of Grantham. Later, in 1826, the
population of St. Catharines alone
was 400; and in 1835, it had grown
to 1.130. Also, with the expected
arrival of a resident Episcopal
clergyman, it was thought that the
little church would be scarcely
adequate for the organized and
strengthened life of the Established
Church alone. So other buildings
were begun. A Dr. Howison, who
spent the year 1818-19 as a guest at

Paul Shipman's, writes of conditions

as he saw them in the settlement
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during his visit to the locality,

"Churches were a rarity in the
land." He goes on to state, accord-
ing to extracts from his book pub-
lished after his return to England,
and preserved for us in the
biography of the Hon. Wm. Hamilton
Merritt, that in the whole Niagara
District he found but two churches
belonging to the Establishment. At
Shipman's (St. Catharines) he tells

of following a crowd into a church
where the service was Presbyterian.
He gives us some idea of the
colourfulness of these early days
in his description of the service.

"The clergyman was dressed in a
showy blue coat, white pantaloons,
top boots and spurs. They had
a flute and flageolet for music ac-

companying a hymn, after which
the company dispersed. There were
many Methodists who met two or
three times a week at each other's

houses. There was a building erected
near part of Mr. Merritt's property
for those who belonged to the
Established Church and a parcel of

ground adjoining tor a burying
place." Returning to our own docu-
ments we have an account of a meet-
ing held in November of 1825 at

which it was arranged to reimburse
Presbyterians for pews previously
held by them. I am certain, by the
evidence of many friendly courtesies
which our old records recall that

the parting was with the utmost
friendliness and good grace. We look
back happily to the early days when
of necessity we all were one and
worshipped under one roof. Today
we emphasize the need for a

more spiritual one-ness and thai not

of necessity, oneness of Lord and
Faith and Baptism, leading ultimate-
ly and in God's good time to a still

more inclusive oneness when all

who name our Lord as Saviour shall

stand together in one fold.

Mention of one other document
will complete our morning's study
and clear the way for our next
Sunday's subject, which will be
an appreciation of the first

three ministers of our congre-
gation, the Rev. Edward Parkin, the
first incumbent who lived and min-
istered here for a short time during
the 1828-1829 period; the Rev. James
Clarke, M.A., our first Rector (1830-

1840), and the Rev. A. F. Atkinson,
D.C.L., the second Rector of the

parish whose long ministry from
1840-64 so auspiciously began the
century of service which we are
commemorating at the end of the
month. But before we open this

new chapter, there is a small piece
of faded paper which is headed by
one word, "Memorandum" and
which seems to me to tell the story
of our parochial "coming of age." It

was apparently wiitten about 1823
when hopes for a resident clergy-
man were running high. Plans were
being made to prepare the Church
for his coming and for the regular
ministrations of the Church which
his coming would bring. In part it

reads: "Required that the Church
be put in good repair and a reading
desk and communion place be con-
structed in front of the pulpit, that
four acres of land, and a house and
offices, be provided for a parson-
age." At the bottom of the page
there is an explanatory "N.B.—Com-
munion place to be a platform raised

above the floor of the Church, rail-

ing to be seven inches from the
edge of the platform, which makes
the step to kneel on "

Just a few simple instructions, the
provision for some needed altera-

tions, yet this sheet of paper closes

the pioneer age of our congregation.
Shortly after a new day was to

dawn, an unbroken succession of

ministers was to begin, the unchang-
ing ministrations of the Church
were to be offered to a responsive
flock, and the sacramental Board
spread for the healing and strength-
ening of the family of Christ. I

would close our study leaving one
picture before you: A man kneels
on a 7-inch step before a simple
deal table standing in front of a

lofty pulpit. Around him is a war-
scarred church of modest dimensions
and homely, simple fittings. Here
for three decades the pioneer folk

had by themselves upheld and
nurtured the Christian life with but
little and intermittent aid from the

ministers of other and more fortunate
parishes. But now the dreams of

the pioneers are about to take shape
in the actual world. The make-shift
days are at an end. A new chapter
begins. A parish has been firmly
established, with a Church and
growing congregation. Plans for the
building of a parsonage are in hand
and the application for a clergyman
has met with the assurance of an
early response. Pioneers have sewn,
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a succeeding generation reaps. Next
week we shall turn this page into

the new chapter of our history and
make our way through the eventful
years of transition from the old
wooden church on the hillside to the
stone St. George's set on what was
then the outskirts of the thriving
village. But I want the picture of

this kneeling, waiting man on the
seven-inch step to stay in your
memories. He stands for the new
generation of 1823 that had arisen
to treasure and continue the devo-
tion of their fathers. The work of

the pioneers, in the majority of

instances, has been concluded. Their
worn bodies have been laid to rest

in the hillside churchyard and their

souls have entered the glory of the
Church Triumphant. But their

spirit marches on in the new gen-
eration, a generation bred amid the

hard days of adversity and war, yet
well-grounded in the stalwart faith

of the Redeeming Christ. So they
came in the turn of a few years
from the old wooden church to the
new St. George's, bearing with
them a rich tradition of worship
and work. They built that tradition

into the fabric and life of the new
Church. And they experienced
what we too may experience in

these latter days. A Church-builder
builds more than a Church; he
builds himself, his own immortal
character. Jeremiah's words of
promise still hold true, "If ye will

still abide in this land, then will I

build you." .This land means for us
not only the "fair ground" wherein
our lot is fallen, but chiefly our
"goodly heritage," the spiritual

legacy which has come to us from
the builders of yesterday.

„ „y frU. 4 f*U

A plan of the present St. George's Church, St. Catharines, drawn by

Mr. John H. Park. The original rectangular church of 1935 is shown in

the centre of the diagram ana around it the various later additions, the

Merritt tower of 1845, the transepts of 1865, the chancel of C. 1874, the

sanctuary and vestry of C. 1878, and the final additions of 1912.
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The First Ministers of Our
Congregation

This morning we come to the
final preparatory service for our
Centennial Festival. On Thursday
of this week, the Primate will

open our ten days of celebration.

Our call goes out to every member
and adherent of St. George's Church
to join us in these services of

thanksgiving and remembrance.
During these last four Sunday
mornings I have been telling in

part the story of our pioneer days.

I have made no attempt to give you
a complete history of any one
period. I have taken the days of

the first Church as my main topic

and have tried to give you an
appreciation of the difficulties our
forefathers met and conquered in

establishing the parish. Today I

take leave of the subject by speak-
ing to you about our first two
resident clergymen, two men who
ministered to the flock in the old

wooden church on the hillside. And
I must make brief mention of a third

who enherited a new St. George's
from his predecessor and by a long

and powerful ministry established

the congregation in their new home
on Church Street.

* * *

Of the first of these men very
little is known. His name was
Edward Parkin and his ministry

began here in July of 1828. The year
previous he had visited the settle-

ment and apparently had received

an urgent request to return as their

minister. During the winter follow-

ing he arranged to do this and in

June of 1828 began with his family

the long, tiresome trip from
Chambly, Quebec, to St. Catharines,

Upper Canada. His stay with us

was a short one, probably less than

a year, yet during that time he
endeared himself to members of the

congregation. We have evidence of

this in one of the old subscription

lists for the erection of the first

parsonage. Apparently the first

names were entered around the

beginning of September, 1827, and
before it was concluded, Mr. Parkin

had already begun his work. At
any rate families that had con-

tributed generously at the head of

the list were willing to dip into their

purses again for the sake of holding
their new minister to the parish.
To take an instance, we find at the
close of the list that Mrs. Elizabeth
Northrup and Miss E. N. Northrup
subscribed between them £18, 15s,

"provided the house is done in time
to keep Mr. Parkin." And still

further down we discover that
Oliver Phelps subscribed £7, 10s, "in

good lumber with the same proviso
as Mrs. Northrup." This in spite of

the fact that Commodore Job
Northrup (the husband of Mrs.
Elizabeth) had headed the list to-

gether with Wm. H. Merritt with
gifts of £25 each and Oliver Phelps
had previously contributed £5. Thus
we find written between the lines

evidences of the appreciation of the
kindly man who came from Quebec
to take over the spiritual direction

of our people.
Let me read to you from an

old letter of Mr. Parkin's which
is treasured in our records. It

is dated from Montreal in June
of 1828, and addressed "to the

Churchwardens and Trustees of the

Episcopal Church at St. Catharines,

Upper Canada. Care of

Merritt, Esq. Sen." (Apparently Mr.
Parkin had forgotten Mr. Merritt's

Christian name "Thomas.") He
writes in part:

"Gentlemen: Having at length

effected an arrangement with the

Lord Bishop, by which I am enabled

to take charge of the mission at St.

Catharines, I give you the earliest

intimation of my intention to leave

Chambly as early as possible. You
may expect me at the latest about

the end of July, probably by this

day month. It will of course be

necessary that you have a house

ready for my reception. The house

shown to me when with you last

year would answer very well, but

as that may not now be at liberty

I would suggest that any other

equally good and commodious, not

too far from the Church would
satisfy me for the present." Then
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he makes some suggestions regard-
ing their plans for the erection of a
parsonage entering into some detail.

He continues: "I feel it necessary
to be somewhat particular about
these things, as I make great
pecuniary sacrifices in meeting his
Lordship's wishes with regard to

St Catharines, a circumstance which
I trust to your liberality duly to

:
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THE REV. JAMES CLARKE,
M.A., T.C.D., the first Rector of St.

Catharines, who began his ministry
in the wooden Episcopal Church in

1829 and continued with the con-
gregation until the accidental in-

jury which caused his death on the
14th of July, 1840. Mr. Clarke min-
istered to his congregation for four
years in the old Grantham Academy
after the first church had burned
down in 1836, and held but two ser-

vices in the new St. George's before
his untimely death.

appreciate. I trust, however, that
our future connection will prove to

you that I "seek not yours, but you,"
as I can fearlessly appeal to my
present flock, with whom I have
lived now nearly nine years on
terms of strong pastoral attachment,
for sufficient proof, that I have not
taken upon me the Priest's office 'for

a piece of silver or a morsel of

bread." My family of 7 persons
accompany me,—with sentiments of
regard, I remain, Gentlemen, yours
very respectfully, Edw'd Parkin."

So the old letter runs, the writing
of an educated, courtly gentleman
of the old school. In the rush of
these weeks of preparation I have
been unable to carry my search for
historical materials beyond the con-
fines of the Niagara Peninsula.
Perhaps in time to come we may
unearth more items of interest con-
cerning our first incumbent, and
continue oar enquiry to the old
diocese of Quebec, to which we
originally belonged, and also to the
parish of Chambly. As it is we have
but one other entry to tell us of Mr.
Parkin's sojourn in St. Catharines,
namely the inscription from an old
tombstone which is still to be found
in the rear of the present church. It

reads: "Sacred to the memory of
Charles Clement Parkin, son of the
Rev. Edward Parkin and Sarah his
wife, who departed this life 2nd of
August, 1828, aged 7 years and 6
months: We all do fade as a leaf.

Isaiah 64:6." Whether or not this
severe loss, suffered a few weeks
after his entry into the new field,

broke the heart and sapped the
courage of the newcomer, we can-
not say. But from the tenor of his
letter, I should surmise that he was
a man who could not easily be
swerved from the path of duty. We
remember him this morning as our
first resident minister and add his
name to the list of men and women
whom we recall with thanksgiving
during our centennial services.

* * *

The first Rector of the Episcopal
congregation at St. Catharines was
an Irishman, the Rev. James Clarke,
M.A., a graduate of Trinity College,
Dublin, who previous to his ministry
here had been a curate in Mulla-
brack. in the diocese of Armagh.
Although I have not been able to
rediscover my authority, I recall

reading that Mr. Clarke was sent
out to us by that same great mis-
sionary society to which we are
indebted for Mr. Addison of Niagara,
the "Society for the Propagation of
the Gospel in Foreign Parts."* Mr.
Clarke must have arrived on the
scene towards the end of 1829. In
a letter dated Dec. 1829 written by
Oliver Phelps (mentioned a few
minutes ago in connection with Mr.
Parkin) to Henry Mittleberger, we
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come across the following interest-

ing statement: "As to the thirty

dollars signed conditionally, I have
not had the pleasure ot becoming
acquainted with the Rev. Mr. Clarke
but from what I have heard of his

amiable disposition and Christian
character, 1 feel every disposition
to cultivate that friendship which
ever ought to exist among Christians
and shall therefore willingly furnish
lumber to the amount of the second
subscription."

The years during which Mr. Clarke
guided the destinies o£ the parish
were momentous ones, years that
matched the previous quarter-
century in difficulty and adversity.
In 1832 cholera broke out in the
settlement and it was ruled that the
hillside churchyard in the heart of

the community should no longer be
used for burial purposes. At a

meeting of the parishioners in May
of that same year a resolution was
passed authorizing the purchase of

an acre of ground for 'a new church
and burial ground." Doubtless with
a local population of nearly a
thousand souls, the little woocien
church was inadequate for the
accommodation of the growing
Episcopal Congregation. And with
the Welland Canal (opened 1829)

turning the town into a hive of in-

dustry, there were well-founded
expectations of continuous and
rapid growth for many years to

come. Therefore with this vestry
resolution as authority, the officials

arranged an exchange of their old
property for a new acre and a half

on the outskirts °f the town, on part
of which Si. George's Church now
stands The Hon. W. H. Merritt.

who owned the chosen site, agreed
to have the old graves moved to the
new location.

The next eventful year in Mr.
Clarke's pastorate was 1835, and two
happenings from this period stand
out for us as turning points in

parochial history. On July 20th, 1835,

the corner store of the new church
was laid with full Masonic honours.
Members of St. George's Masonic
Lodge declared it well and truly
laid. In imagination we recall them
standing within this property on
that distant day, testing the stone
with the ancient tools of their

craft and afterwards anointing it

with corn, symbol of plenty, with
wine, symbol of cheerfulness, and
with oil, symbol of comfort and

consolation, and finally praying that
the work 'so happily begun may be
carried to a speedy and successful
conclusion."

We cannot be certain why our
Church was dedicated to St. George.
The writer of Mr. Merritt's
biography states that it was in
compliment to Mr. George Adams
who had been one of the first war-
dens and was still at the time of the
laying of the stone one of the
patriarchs of the congregation Also
there may be a connection be-
tween the name of the officiating
Masonic Lodge and the name of the
Church. Already in 1835, we have
a list of twelve former Masters of
the lodge, most of whom had been
or were leaders of the congregation.
However, dozens of good reasons
for the choice of dedication may be
imagined, and we are happy to have
it attached to much that is venerable
and honourable in the early days of
the community.

The second event of 1835 was the
selling of the old Church building
to the Canadian We s 1 e y a n
Methodists on the 12th of December
for the sum of £185. Certain reserva-
tions were made by our congrega-
tion, chiefly that they should have
the right of using the old church on
Sunday mornings and for funerals
until the new church was ready for

occupation. They stipulated the
Sunday reservation as between 11

a.m. and 2 p.ni , so apparently your
ancestors enjoyed a full-length
service supported by a discourse of
at least an hour. Also in the agree-
ment our congregation for some
unknown reason kept the owner-
ship of the gallery seats, the stove
and the stove-pipes. John Wilson,
of Salifleet, and the Rev. Alexander
Nickerson, of Grantham entered
into this agreement with our war-
dens. It was interrupted by the fire

on the night of the 4th of March,
1836. In a letter written by Mr.
Mittleberger to Mr. W. H. Merritt.

the news of the loss is related. The
letter reads:

'In consequence of a protracted
meeting being held in our old
Church last night by the Canadian
Wesleyan Society, we are deprived
of it altogether. It is not known
exactly how the fire occurred, but
the presumption is that it was
occasioned either by the stove pipe,

or more probably by an accidental
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candle spark about the pew of G.
Adams.
The main object of this is to ask

whether you and Mr. Clark, as

Trustees of Grantham Academy,
have any objections to our using the
upper part of the building for the
performance of divine service, until

the new church is completed?"
.Consent having been given, the

Rector led his congregation to the
Academy which had been opened
in 1829, with the expectation that a
few months would see them settled

in the new Church next door. But
the months lengthened out to years
and it was iate in June of 1840 be-

fore the first services were held in

St. George's. Again it was the old

trouble, scarcity of money, pressing
upon the congregation The re-

bellion of 1837 had dealt a blow to

finances and financial institutions,

and our people were forced to make
haste very slowly. The roof was
completed in 1837 and the interior

finished by the summer of '40. Only
twice did Mr. Clarke hold service
in the new church which had been
his dream for ten years. But before
we go on to speak of the tragedy
that terminated Mr. Clarke's
ministry, let me bear witness to the
fact that he was both an energetic
and a missionary-minded man. in
these early days there were still

very few clergymen in the neigh-
bourhood, and those few worked
valiantly to minister to wide dis-

tricts. We have record of Mr. Clarke
having ministered on a June Sun-
day in 1830 to three congregations,
at 9 a.m. al St. Mark's, Niagara, at

1.25 p.m. at St. Catharines Episcopal
Church, and at 4 p.m. at the old
•German Church on the mountain-
top by 10 Mile Creek (near
Thorold). Now to return to 1840, on
Sunday afternoon. July the 12th, Mr.
J. P Merritt started out to drive Mr.
Clarke to Port Dalhousie where he
had planned to hold a service. The
horse ran away as they descended
the hill-road that led to the bridge
over the old canal. Both men were
thrown from the carriage and badly
injured, Mr. Clarke dying on the
Tuesday following. One of his

parishioners wrote in her journal,
"'Why we should be visited with so
afflicting, so awful a dispensation,

without doubt we shall know here-
after."

A letter written a few weeks
afterwards to our wardens by

Bishop Strachan, of Toronto, gives
us an insight into the character of

our first Rector. We must remem-
ber that it is a Scotsman writing,

one not given to flowery bursts of

appreciation but rather a plain and
practical man with his feet firmly
placed en the ground. Therefore
his words of praise are doubly
valuaole. Speaking of Mr. Clarke,
he writes:

"His goodness of heart, simplicity

of character, and readiness to make
any sacrifices to promote peace and
harmony among his people, had long
won my best esteem. His manners
and appearance were highly in his

favour and but a few weeks have
elapsed since I partook of his

hospitality and experienced his

kindness of disposition and the
amiability of his deportment. He
was also a faithful servant of God,
and according to the treasure of his

THE REV. A. F. ATKINSON, D.C.L.

The Second Rector of St. Catharines
who succeeded Mr. Clarke in No-
vember of 1840 and for 24 years
led the congregation of St. George's
Church. He was a very eloquent
preacher and a man of engaging
personality. The east windows in
both St. George's Church and in

Christ Church, St. Catharines were
erected in his memory.
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ability, earnest in the discharge of

his sacred duty; deeply therefore do
I participate in your and the con-
gregation's grief, among whom he
has so long and worthily laboured
and proved himself so useful and
zealous a member, on an event by
which the Church has been deprived
of so excellent a servant."

My purpose in these historical

studies has been to prepare for the
Centennial services, to provide a
background for our celebration. I

have tried to revive the memories
and happenings of the old days and
recall the names and deeds of our
founders. We have covered the
years between 1796 and 1835, not by
any means completely but as

thoroughly as we can under the
cirucumstances I had hoped that

I might have referred to the

great ministry of Dr. Atkinson, who
succeeded Mr. Clarke as second
Rector at the first of November,
1840. He came to us from the parish

of Bath near Kingston, and for 24

years led our people in a ministry
distinguished both by great

eloquence and engaging sincerity.

But the time we have allowed our-

selves has been more than exhausted
and we must leave the task of

completion to other days, and per-

haps to other hands. We have told

only a part of the story, covering

little more than a generation of

pioneer folk. But we have seen the

staunchness of their faith and the

vigour of their labours. We realize

that to keep step with them we must
be people of consecration, self-

sacrifice, and power. On Thursday
the services of commemoration be-
gin and you will not only join with
us in acts of remembrance and
thanksgiving but you will also be
privileged to hear from a group of

the leaders of our Canadian Church.
I am certain that they too will tell

you that for us the test of it all will

be, not in the enthusiasm of this

moment, in the stirrings of pride
which our history is bound to

awaken in every member's heart,

but rather in the fact that the men
and women of the present prove
themselves, bj* their work and wit-

ness today, worthy to be numbered
among that blessed company who
of old ventured forth in obedience
to the call of God, who gave their

best in His service and for whom
the trumpets have sounded on the

other side. May light perpetual
shine upon them and may we go
forward into the new century of

witness inspired by their example
and made strong by the mercy and
grace of their God and ours, the
Father of our Lord and Saviour,

Jesus Christ.

* * *>

*Since writing this I have come
upon the reference. In Mr. Merritt's

biography the writer speaks of Mr.
Clarke as being sent out by the

S.P.C.K. Doubtless this is a mis-
print for the S.P.G.



'IShe Jiook of Remembrance

of St. Qeorge's Church

St. Catharines, Ontario

A printing of materials compiled for the manuscript volume dedi-

cated by the Primate of All Canada, The Most Rev. D. T. Owen, D.D.,

D.C.L., on Oct. 31, 1935. The Book of Remembrance records the Office

Bearers of the Church throughout the century and gifts and memorials

received during the same period.

The Compilation is the work of the Rev. G. N. Luxton, Mr. J. G.

Williams, Mr. C. A. Hesson and Mr. W. W. Park.







Page Twenty-Six THE OLD PARISH CHURCH.

The Book of Remembrance of

St. George's Church

One of the most interesting events
of the Centennial programme at St.

George's Church will be the dedica-
tion by the Primate of the Parochial
Book of Remembrance. This has
been in the course of preparation
for the past two years. In 1913

when the Church was re-opened
after many alterations to the fabric

and the furnishings, Mr J. G.
Williams prepared an illuminated
manuscript bearing the list of gifts

and the names of the donors. For
the past twenty years this has hung
in the vestry of the Church. Two
years ago it was suggested that a

second scroll should be prepared,
supplementing the 1913 list. When
this was taken in hand by the com-
mittee appointed so much material
came together that a book instead

of a scroll was thought necessary.
And finally with the Centennial
celebrations coming in the near
future, it was thought fitting that a

complete list of the gifts of the
century should be prepared and
bound together in the form of a
Book of Remembrance. Mr. J. G.
Williams once again proffered his

services for the manuscript work
and again the authorities of the
Church gratefully accepted his

offer. A committee consisting of

Mr. Williams, Mr. W. W. Park, the
Rector, with Mr. C. A. Hesson as

chairman, undertook the collection

of materials. A draft copy of the
proposed contents was placed in the
hands of parishioners with the re-

quest that additions and corrections
be made. And now, after many
months of careful search and en-
quiry, the book is ready for the
bookbinders and will, after the close

of October, be permanently on
display in or near the vestibule of

the Church. It is beautifully illum-
inated with colour-schemes and de-
signs of great variety and undoubted
attraction. It bears one back
through the centuries to the old

days where, in the peace and quiet
of the monastery, artists made books
of surpassing beauty, rich in colour
and with the thought of the words

expressing itself throughout in ap-
propriate illumination ivir. Williams
has created a mastei piece which
worthily commemorates the devo-
tion and generosity of a century of
worshippers.

The book opens with an nis-

torical introduction spanning the
years 1796-1835 and tracing the life

and fortunes of the congregation
down to the date of the laying of

the foundation stone of the present
St. George's Church in 1835. This
intioduction will not be reproduced
at present as most of the lacts

contained will be dealt with more
completely in the series of histori-al

studies appearing in The Standard
each Monday between now and the
week-end of the Centennial services.

Following the introductory pages
the materials of the book are set

forth in the following order:
-. Two of the ancient subscription

lists of the early days. The originals

are in the archives of the Church
and read as follows. In our tran-
scription the amounts subscribed
are omitted:

Assignment to the Church at St.

Catharines, 17th February, 1796:—
John Backhouse, John Hayner,
Jacob Dittrick. Abraham Clenden-
nan. Benjamin Froilick, Henry
Smith. Zechariah Hayner, Richard
Hayner, Albert Hayner, Adam
Hayner, Cornelius Follock, John
Decow, Rovert Cammel, John
Turney, John Brown. Wililam Hay,
Obediah Hopkins, Petter Hopkins,
Asa Waterhouse, John Wilson, Jr.,

Beaver Dam; Hugh Wilson, John
Kelly. Jonathan Nunn, George
Cooke. Jacob Upper. Peter Metier,

George Horner, Stephen Petrim,
Philip Metier, Andrew Hansler,

Jacob Bowman, George Keeter,
Michael Seaton, Jacob Ball. Jr.,

George Hartsell, John Steven, Adam
Hutt, John Dennis and others, mak-
ing in all £121, 12, 0.

Subscriptions in aid of erecting a
parsonage in St. Catharines for a

resident minister of the Episcopal
Church, 1829:
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A typical page from the Book of Remembrance to be dedicated at

St. Georges Church on All Hallows' Eve by the Primate of all Canada,
the Most Rev. D. T. Owen, D.D., D.C.L.
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John Northrup, W. H. Merritt,

George Adams, Thos. Merritt, Sr.;

Hy. Mittleberger, J. H. Clendennan,
Elias S. Adams, Robert Campbell,
John Hainer, Samuel Wood, Gran-
tham; Jacob Dlttrick, Sr., Grantham;
T. Brundige, Grantham; Wm.
Chisholm, Jas. Black, Chancey
Beadle, Luther Dyer, H. N. Morson,
Wm. C. Chase, Chas. Rolls, Gran-
tham; Oliver Phelps, Grantham; J.

Hodgkinson, Grantham; T. Thatcher,
D. W. Smith, Alf Barret, Jacob
Hainer, P. S. Campbell, Grantham;
Jacob Hosteter, Grantham; Geo.
Keefer, Thorold; John Clark, Louth;
F. L. Converse, Grantham; Edwin
Secord, Grantham; Jacob Hartsel,
Grantham; Isaac Lacey, Grantham;
Ralph Darby, Grantham; Seth Keith,
Grantham; H. F. Pawling, Gran-
tham; Elias Durham, Grantham;
Wililam May, Grantham; Hy Camp-
bell, Grantham; R. Hodgkinson,
Grantham; Wm. Wiley, Grantham;
D. Dewey, Grantham; Jacob Keefer,
Thorold; Geo. Keefer, Thorold; J. W.
Garrison, W a i n f 1 e e t; Cornelius
Darby, John Scoot. Hiram Leaven-
worth, H. N. Camp, W. H. Sanderson
Johnson Butler, J. R. Webster, Jas.

Little, Jas. Fitzgerald, G. J. Stew,
E. W. Stephenson, Joseph Markwell,
Peter Lampman, Niagara; Henry
Ball, Grantham, George Stull, Geo.
Turney, Grantham; John Bessey, Jr.,

Grantham; Christian May, Gran-
tham; Gershom Wright, James Cle-
ment, James Dunlop, N. B. Godell,
John Wright, A. Finn, J. P. Ray-
mond, John Gilleland, Lyman Par-
sons, Rufus Wright, Mamuel Martin,
S. St. John, Louth; Jas. Patterson,
Louth; Henry Smith, Louth; Wm.
Smith, Jordan; John Bessey, Sr

,

Grantham; J. P. Hoyck, Grantham;
Lyod Nickerson, Grantham; Francis
Hodgkinson, Grantham; Jesse Paw-
ling, Grantham; Joseph Butler,
Grantham; Wm. Read, Sr., Gran-
tham; Robt. Read, Grantham; John
McDade, Grantham; John Nicker-
son, Grantham; McMullen, Gran-
tham; John Lampman, Grantham;
John Wright, Jr.; Lawra Morey, P.
Nelson, Nicholas Thorn, Adam
Chrysler, Thorold; Jas. Mclntyre,
Thorold; Peter Lashier, Harbour;
Rufus Davis, Harbour; John Robin-
son, Grantham; Adam Bowman,
Grantham; John R. Tenbroeck,
Grantham; Peter Tenbroeck, Gran-
tham; Lilas Vandecar,. Grantham;
Darius Davenport, Grantham; John
Johnson, Grantham; Cornelius John-

son, Grantham; Geo. Ackert, Gran-
tham; John McCarthy, Grantham;
Jacob Dittrick, Grantham; Adam
Goold, Grantham, John Clendennan,
Grantham; Thos. Darling, Gran-
tham; John B. Hainor, Grantham;
Robt. Burns, Grantham, Jacob Fin-
ney, Grantham; Elz. Northrup, Gran-
tham; Miss Northrup, Oliver Phelps,
Grantham; E. C. Grifflng, Grantham;
Jacob Bowry, Grantham; John
Donaldson, Grantham; G a r re t

Schram, Grantham; Daniel Clen-
dennan, Louth; Ebenezer Collver,

Louth; Jesse Jones, Louth.

Following these pages come a set

of ancient and modern plans:
1. The floor plan of the original

church.
2. The re-constructed plan of the

original church yard at the east end
of the Burgoyne Bridge, drawn by
Mr. E. O. Holt, showing the probable
site of the first Church.

3. A modern plan drawn by Mr.
John H. Park setting forth the addi-
tions made to the present St.

George's Church throughout the
Century.
Next the Book of Remembrance

sets forth the Gifts and Memorials
received by St. George's Church
during the century, 1835-1935.

FABRIC
The Tower—In memory of Thomas
Merritt (died May 1842) and Mary
the bequest of their brother,

Nehemiah Merritt, of St. John,
N.B., in 1845.

The Tower Door Way—In memory
of Col. Wm. Hamilton MerriU and
Catharrine Nina Merritt, present-

ed by their sister, Emily Lena
Merritt, in 1930.

The Oak Ceiling—Tne Sanctuary
and Chancel Panelling, the Organ
Chamber and Choir Vestry, the

electric lighting and the plumb-
ing throughout the Church, and
the redecoration of the Church.
The benefaction of the late Mrs.
Samuel D. Woodruff and her sons,

Alfred Sanderson, Hamilton Kil-

lally, W e 1 1 a n d DeVeaux and
Thomas Adams.

The Stained Glass Windows—The
east window: "The Breaking of

Bread at Emmaus"—Presented in

1874 by members of the congre-
gation in memory of Abraham
Fuller Atkinson, Rector of St.

George's Church for 25 years.

Died February 24, 1866.
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Chancel Windows—About 1865 two
chancel windows were presented
by Mrs. D. C. Haynes in memory
of her two children. In 1912, with
the permission of the donor, these
were taken out and later given to

a northern mission.
The Windows in the Nave—"Ruth
and St. Paul," presented by Sir
Henry N. Bate, in memory of

his father, Henry N. Bate (died
July 31. 1842) and of his mother,
Lisette Bate (died March 6, 1830).

2—"The Good Shepherd and
Christian Generosity." In memory
of Wm. Hamilton Merritt, U.E.L.
(died 1860), and his wife, Janet
Lang, U.E.L. (died 1901), present-
Merritt (died March 1843), through
ed by their children, W. H. M.,
E. L. M., and C. N. M., in 1906.

3—"The Saviour with Mary and
Martha." In memory of James
Taylor (died March 20. 1886) and
his wife, Lisette Ann Bate (died
January 14, 1921), presented by
their children in 1926.

4—"The Glory of Christian "Woman-
hood." In memory of Ethel
Dougan Norris, died July 1, 1911,

erected in 1913 by her husband,
James Norris.

5—"The Risen Christ and Mary in

the Garden." In memory of

Francis Coy (died 1862) and of

his wife, Catharine Bryson (died

1871), and also their children.

Presented by Catharine Coy Mills
in 1913.

s 6—"The Emmaus Road." In memory
of Abraham Kendrick Dunn (died

December 27, 1925), presented by
Eliza Coy Dunn.

The Transept Windows

—

The South Transept: Three lancet
windows, "St. George, St. Michael
and St. Alban." In memory of the
men of the parish who gave their
lives during the Great War, pre-
sented by Louisa C. HelliwelL

The North Transept: Three lancet
windows, "St. Patrick, St. Aidan
and St. Columba," presented by
Wm. Ranney Chisholm in memory
of Wm. Chisholm, his grandfather
(died 1828), Wm. Austin Chisholm
his father (died 1886), Louisa
Chisholm, his mother (died 1889),

and Louisa Latham Neelon, his

sister (died 1914).

The Chancel and Sanctuary Pave-
ment—Presented by Mr. and Mrs.
E. E. H. Wright in 1930.

The Linoleum in Nave and Transept
—Presented by Mrs. Sylvester
Neelon in 1914.

The Harp Stop in the Organ—Pre-
sented by the Choir of St. George's
Church in 1930.

The Heating System—Presented by
Mrs. D. C. Haynes in 1913.

The Safe, a Cupboard and a Heater
—Presented by the L a d i e s'

Parochial Society in 1915.

The Choir Vestry Alterations

—

Through the bequest of Mrs. D. C.
Haines in 1921.

Alterations to Doors—The gift of S.

Hopgood and F. Hawley.

Memorial Bells

—

"A" In memory of James Taylor
(died 1886), given by his wife,
Lisette A. Taylor.

"B" In memory of Wm. Henry
Miller (died April 8, 1887).

"C" In memory of Flora Bate
(died 1883), given t>y her chil-

dren, Flora Lisette (Daisy),
Agnes H., William T., H.
Newell, Charles F., Thomas B.,

Emily St. George, Edward N.,

Arthur W., Herbert M.
"D" In memory of William Harvey

(died March 28, 1847).

"C" A Thankoffering of Carrie B.
Collinson, 1887.

Other Bells—The other bells in this

tower (F, G, £,, and F) are not
special memorials, nor so far as
we know, the gifts of individual
parishioners They bear the fol-

lowing inscriptions:

"F"—Queen Victoria Jubilee Bell,

1887.

"G"—Old St. George's Bell (1847,

recast 1887).

"E"—All Saints Day, 1887.

"F"—The Children's Bell, 1887.

THE FURNISHINGS OF THE
CHURCH

The Altar—In memory of John and
Catharine Southcott. Presented in

1911.

The Credence Table—First: Pre-
sented by Sydney Short in 1913.

Second: In memory of Francis
Richard Edward Davidson (died
1917). Presented by his mother in
1935.

The Bishop's Chair—In memory of
Henry James Taylor (died 1933),

and his wife, Agnes Henrietta
Bate (died 1915). Presented by
their children in 1934.
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The Sanctuary Carpet — Presented
by the Ladies' Parochial Society
in 1913.

The Communion Rail—In memory
of Billy and Wilfrid Park (died
Feb. 1925K Presented by their

father, mother and brother in 1930.

The Choir Stalls — In memory of

Alfred S. Woodruff (died March
20, 1926). Presented by his wife
in 1930.

The Pulpit-
First: Presented by Mrs George
Adams in 1839.

Second: Presented by the Ladies'
Parochial Society in October
1901. (Now in St. Georges

Church, Traynor. Sask.).

Third: Presented by the Ladies*
Parochial Society in September
1929.

Lectern—In memory of Richard and
Cornelia Woodruff. Presented by
their children, Joseph, Marietta.
Ida, Albert and Helen Woodruff,
about 1890.

The Chancel Rail—In memory of

Lt.-Col. George Clark Carlisle
(died 1929). Presented by Mrs. A.
C. Tuttle and H. H. Carlisle in
1930.

The Litany Desk—In memory of

Annie Carlisle Dougan, presented
by Margaret Carlisle Tuttle in

June 1925.

The Baptistery—Presented in 1923

by Augusta L. Acres as a memorial
to her mother.

The Font Cover— In memory of

Gunner F. S. Whitten, C.E.F..

killed in action Nov. 19. 1916. Pre-
sented by his wife and children.

The Pews-
First: The panelling around the
nave of the Church is made from
the gates and other parts of the
original square pews.
Second (as recorded on a tablet

in the north transept): Pews for

the nave and transepts were pro-
vided by Lisette A. Taylor in 1900
in memory of her husband, James
Taylor.
Third: Pews in the Nave. In
memory of 2nd Lieut. Jas. Hamil-
ton Ingersoll, killed in action 1916.

through the bequest of his father.

Chancellor J. H. Ingersoll, K.C.
Presented in 1934.

Pews in the Transepts—In memory
of Chancellor James Hamilton
Ingersoll, K.C. (died 1933). Pre-
sented by Harriet Mary Ingersoll

in 1935.

The Hymn Boards—Presented by
W. D. Woodruff in 1914.

Name Board for Church Tower

—

Presented by Chancellor J. H.
Ingersoll in 1914

Welcome Tablet in Tower (1934),
Roll of Honour (1915) and Record
of West Doorway Symbols (1930)

—Inscribed and presented by John
G. Williams.

Lighting of the East Window—Pre-
sented by E. E. H. Wright in 1920.

Lighting Outside Church Doors

—

Presented by Mrs. C. M. Arnold
in 1916.

Colours and Flags

—

Colours cf the 19th Lincoln Bat-
talion Volunteer Militia Infantry,
authorized by Royal warrant in

1863, to which these colours were
presented in 1876 by the Loyal and
Patriotic Women of Lincoln
County under the inspiration and
leadership of the late Mrs. Henry
Carlisle.

Colours of 81st Battalion, C.E.F.,

deposited May 14, 1922.

Colours of 19th St. Catharines
Regiment. Deposited May 23, 1926.

Union Jack. Presented by Miss
Eccles in 1917.

St. George's Flag. Presented by
Col. Chas. W. Rowley in 1927.

Flags of the Allies. Presented
by Mrs. A. W. Taylor. Mrs. Dougan
Mrs. Havry Southcott. H. M. Bate.
W. J. Elliott, the Ladies' Parochial
Society and St. George's Work
Guild
Canadian Flag presented by Miss
Nan M. Clark in 1917.

Brackets for Colours. Presented
bv Chancellor J. H Ingersoll, K.C.
in 1917.

The Communion Vessels

—

Chalice and Paten: In memory
of Joseph Clogg Paterson (died,

Aug. 30. 1913). Presented by his

wife, Ethel Greenwood.
Chalice and Paten: In memory of

George Preston Brady (died Nov.
8. 1921). Presented by his fellow
workers of Troy, N.Y.

Bread Box—In memory of Henrietta
D. Carlisle (died March 1912).

Presented by her sister. Annie.
Cruets—Presented by Dr. J. Graham
and Mrs. Harkness in 1922, as a

Thankoffering for the recovery of

their son, Donald, from a serious

illness.

Private Communion Set—Presented
by the Mother's Union in 1934.



THE OLD PARISH CHURCH. Page Thirty-One

Set of Silk Veils and Burses for the
different seasons—Presented by
the Rev. H. Norman Taylor in

1922 in memory of his mother,
Agnes Henrietta Taylor, died 1915

Set of Communion Linen—Presented
by The Rev. Canon A. J.

Broughall and Mrs. Broughall in

1913.

Altar Covering— For many years
previous to 1911, the Altar was
covered by embroidered, red
hangings presented by Mrs.
Charles Riordon.

Altar Covering—White super-frontal
—A thankoffering from Miss Ida
Stagg in 1932. Green and purple
altar super-frontals presented by
the Altar Guild in 1931.

Altar Cross—In memory of Henry
Holland (died Jan. 9, 1888), Rector
of St. George's Church for 16

years.

Chapel Cross—Presented by Miss Ida

Stagg, 1927.

Chapel Flower Vases—Presented by
W.A.

Chapel Reredos in Gesso—Made and
presented by W. W. Park and
John G. Williams.

Chapel Altar Frontal—Presented by

Major David Borland.
Brass Altar Vases—Presented by
Mrs. James Taylor in 1914.

Brass Altar Vases—Presented by
Mrs. A. A. Briggs in 1914.

Altar Prayer Book—Presented by
Mrs. A. J. Greenwood in 1916.

s Altar Prayer Book—Presented by
Mary E Lee. in memory of

William J. Lee (died Aug. 26, 1924)

Altar Prayer Book—A thankoffering
from Jessie Southcott, 1931.

Coloured Hangings for Pulpit—Pre-
sented by Dr. J. Graham and Mrs.
Harkness as a Thankoffering for

the recovery of their daughter,
Frances, from a serious illness.

Almsbasin—In memory of Richard
and Dianna Wood, presented by
their daughter, M. E. Greenwood.

Set of Book Markers for Lectern—
Presented in 1920 by Chancellor
and Mrs. J. H. Ingersoll.

Two Collection Plates—In memory
of Ethel Carlisle Dougan Norris,

who entered into rest July, 1912.

Baptismal Ewer—Presented by A.
Courtney Kingstone in 1914.

Litany Book—Presented by Major
and Mrs. David Borland at Christ-
mas 1926.

Prayer and Hymn Books for the
Nave—Presented by Mr. and Mrs.
E. I. Lorenzen.

A Dwelling for the Priest in Charge
(the Reverend E. M. Bland) for one
year, was provided in 1885 by
Charles Riordan.

The Stone Marker, placed at the
corner of Yates and St. Paul
Streets on the site of the First

Episcopal Church in St. Cath-
arines. Presented by Mrs. Alfred
S. Woodruff in 1935.

Trust Fund Bequests—
1. The Lisette Ann Taylor Trust

Fund: A bequest to St George's
Church in 1921. The income to be
used in the maintenance and up-
keep of the Church property east
of the Chancel Rail.

2. The Henry James Taylor Trust
Fund: A bequest to St. George's
Church in 1933. The income to be
used in the purchase of prayer
and hymn books, church litera-

ture and for kindred purposes.
3. The Ernest William Willing Smith

Trust Fund: A bequest to St.

George's Church School in 1932.

The income to be used for Sun-
day School work.

4. The bequest of William Chisholm
in 1933 of $3,400 to be applied to

the debt of the Church.
5. Donation of a parcel of land now

used for the St. George's Tennis
Club, to the Rector and Wardens
as Trustees for the A.Y.P.A. by
Margaret E. Neelon and her
daughter, Clara Ruby Chene, in

1926.

6. Donation in 1931 of $500 by Frank
G. Coy to meet part of the cost of

the rebuilding of the organ.
t

7. Donation in 1932 of a sum of

money for the vestments of the

Junior Choir in memory of

Ernest William Willing Smith, the

gift of his daughter.

The remainder of the Book of

Remembrance is given to the re-

cording of the Church's leaders and
office bearers throughout the years.

The lists go back in some instances

beyond the years of the century
commemorating the names of the

pioneers of the district and founders
of the congregation.

Rectors
1830-1840—Reverend James Clarke,

M.A.
1840-1864—Reverend Abraham Ful-

ler Atkinson, D.C.L.

1864-1888—Reverend Henry Holland,

B.A.
1888-1889—Reverend E. M. Bland.

1889-1911—Reverend Robert Ket.
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1911-1925—Reverend L. W. B.
Broughall, M.A.

1926-1933—Reverend C. E. Riley,

B.A., B.D.
1933 —Reverend George Nasmith

Luxton, B.A., B.D.
Assistant Curates

1840—Reverend G. M. Armstrong.
1846—Reverend R. Shanklin.
1848—Reverend Alex. Dixon.
1852—Reverend George A. Bull.
1854—Reverend J. 5. Lauder.
1854—Reverend T. T. Robarts.
1857—Reverend Richard Lyons Mc-

Arthur.
1864—Reverend R. Dinzey.
1865—Reverend Jas. Gallagher.
1866—Reverend J. Francis.
1869—Reverend J. McLean Ballard.
1874—Reverend A. W. McNab.
1876—Reverend H. J. Holmes.
1878—Reverend Jas. B. Mead.
1882—Reverend R. Moore.
1883—Reverend P. Owen Jones.
1884—Reverend E. M. Bland.
1914—Reverend A. Harding Priest,

M.A.
1916—Reverend Gordon Matthews.
1918—Reverend A. C. Eddy.
1921—Reverend F. N. Buck.
1922—Reverend R. S. Boyd, B.A.
1923—Reverend G. G. Stone.
1825—Reverend E. F. Maunsell, M.A.
1928—Reverend Canon F. C. Piper

(Honorary).
1931—Reverend Henry Bursell.

1933—Reverend Albert C. French.
L.Th.

Church Wardens
1798-1799—John Gould and Abel

Letten.
1817-1818—Thomas M e r r i 1 1 and

George Adams.
1829-1831—Thomas M e r r i 1 1 and

George Adams.
1831-1839—Henry Mittleberger and

E. S. Adams.
1839-1841—James R. Benson and R.

S. A. Clark.
1841-1842—George Rykert and James

R. Benson.
1842-1844—George Rykert and H.

Mittleberger.
1844-1847—George Prescott and H.

Mittleberger.
1847-1849—George Prescott and An-

thony H. Boomer.
1849-1850—James Taylor and R. S.

A. Clark.
1850-1852—George Rykert and An-

thony K. Boomer.
1852—1854—George Rykert and

James R. Boyd
1834-1857—Dr. Hy R. Goodman and

Wm. H. Merritt.

1857-1858—Thos. H. Graydon and
Joseph R. Boomer.

1858-1860—Thomas H. Graydon and
Wm. McGivem.

1860-1863—J. F. Saxon and T. R.
Merritt.

1863-1866—James Taylor and C. P.
Camp.

1866-1868—C. M. Arnold and Thos.
Burns.

1868-1869—Richard Woodruff and G.
P. M. Ball.

1869-1871—Josiah Holmes and G. P.

M. Ball.

1871-1872—Thos. Burns and G. P. M.
Ball.

1872-1876—Thomas Burns and Thos.
J. Helliwell.

1876-1879—Major Powell and J. W.
Coy.

1879-1881—Chas. Riordan and Jas.

A. Miller.

1881-1882—George C. Carlisle and
W. W. Greenwood.

1882-1885—George C. Carlisle and
Judge Senkler.

1885-1886—Judge Senkler and John-
son Clench.

1886-1837—William Ellis and A. M.
McRae.

1887-1889—William Ellis and P. N.
Guiton.

1889-1890—J. B. Fowler and W. B.
Towers.

1890-1895—Judge Senkler and Geo.
C. Carlisle.

1895-1896—G. C. Carlisle and H. H.
Carlisle.

1896-1898—Johnson Clench and H.
H. Carlisle.

1398-1899—Johnson Clench and Geo.
F. Peterson.

1899-1900—Johnson Clench and G.
F. Peterson.

1900-1903—Johnson Clench and Col.

G C. Carlisle.

1903-1904—Henry J. Taylor and CoL
G. C. Carlisle.

1904-1906—Henry J. Taylor and J.

H. Ingersoll.

1906-1910—Henry J. Taylor and G.
W. Carlisle.

1910-1910—W. B. Hare and H. J.

Taylor.
1911-1913—Henry J. Taylor and F.

Hawley.

1913-1918—Henry J. Taylor and
Harry Southcott.

1918-1920—Henry J. Taylor and H.
W. O. Woodrooffe.

1920-1923—Henry J. Taylor and Dr.

J. Graham Harkness.
1923-1924—Henry J. Taylor and W.

A. Anderson.
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1924-1926—Henry J. Taylor and E. I.

Lorenzen.
1926-1928—C. A Hesson and E. I.

Lorenzen.
1928-1930—W. W. DeSoto and D. F.

Pepler.
1930-1931—V. G. Freestone and D.

F. Pepler.
1931-1932—V. G. Freestone and- W.

W. Park.
1932-1934—C. E. Wilson and W. W.

Park.
1934- —D. J. Graham Harkness

and John Gait.

Delegates to the Synod
With Dates of Election, from Vestry

Records.
1850—Dr. H. R. Goodman, Hy. Mit-

tleberger, Capt, Wm. Taylor.

1857—Hy. Mittleburger, Wm. Taylor,
Thos. H. Grayson.

1858—J. R. Benson
1859—Hy. Mittleburger.
1860—Jas. Taylor, J. R. Benson.
1L62—H. Mittleburger, Thos. Burns.
1864—J. R. Benson, J. F. Saxon, W.

P. Atkinson.
1865—Thos. Burns, Holmes, Eccles.

1866—Jas. Taylor
1866—Hy. Mittleburger, C. P. Camp.
1867—J. R. Benson, Hy. Mittle-

burger, Thos. Burns.
1868—J. R. Benson, H. Mittleburger.
1870—J. R. Benson, D. Jukes, J. F.

Saxon.
1871—G P. M. Ball, Thos. Burns, J.

F. Saxon.
1872—D. C Haynes, Jas. A. Mullens,

G. P. M. Ball.

1873—Jas. Taylor, Josiah Holmes,
John Dowell.

1875—J. Coy, S. A. Harrison, G. P.

M. Ball.

1876—H. Slate, Thos Burns, C. M.
Arnold.

1879—H. C. Barwick.
1880—Josiah Holmes, W. Elils.

1882—H. Slate, W. Ellis.

1385-88—Thos. Bate.

1889-W B. Towers.
1890— J. W. Coy.
1891— W. B Towers.
1892—Judge Senkler, J. H. Ingersoll.

1893—W G. Thompson.
1894-5—J. H. Ingersoll.

1898—Judge Senkler.
1899—W. G. Thompson.
1900—J. H. Ingersoll, C. B. Hare.

1901—Geo Carlisle, C. B. Hare.

1902—Geo. Carlisle.

1903— J. H. Ingersoll.

1904—C. B. Hare.
1905—Col. Carlisle.

1907—C. B. Hare.
1911—Dr. W. J. Chapman.
1912—J. H. Ingersoll.

1913—H. J. Taylor.
1915—J. H. Ingersoll.

1916—F. G. Stewart.
1917—H. W. O. Woodrooffe.
1918—J. H. Ingersoll.

1919—F. G Stewart.
1920—H. W. O. Woodrooffe.
1921—J. H. Ingersoll.

1922—F. G. Stewart.
1923—Dr. J. G. Harkness.
1924—J. H. Ingersoll.

1925—F. G Stewart.
1926—Dr. J. G. Harkness.
1927—J. H. Ingersoll.

1928—D. F. Pepler, A. M. Watts.
1929—Dr. J. G. Harkness, C. A.

Hesson.
1931—D F. Pepler.
1932—Dr. J. G. Harkness, C. A.

Hesson.
1933—J. H. Ingersoll, C. A. Hesson.
1934—D. F. Pepler, C. A. Hesson, W.

W. Park.
1935—Dr. J. G. Harkness, W. W.

Park.

Two other pages to be found at

the front of this unique book con-
tain materials which will give an
appropriate conclusron to our survey.
The one sets forth a group of facts

relating to the book itself.

This Book of Remembrance was
dedicated by the Most Reverend
Derwin Trevor Owen, D.D., D.C.L.,

Primate of All Canada, on the eve
of All Saints Day. 1935.

The Manuscript is the work and
gift of John G. Williams.
The binding, together with its en-
casement is the gift of Harry
Southcott.
This Book was established in 1935

at the time of the celebration of the
Centennial of the Laying of the
Foundation Stone of the present St.

George's Church.
In this Book are written the names

of the men who through the century
have given of their time and talents

as office-bearers of the Church, to-

gether with the names of those
members of the congregation who
have beautified and enriched the
Lord's House by their gifts and
memorials.
The other is the page of dedica-

tion.

THIS BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
IS DEDICATED

To the memory of the pioneer men
and women who established the
Church of England In St. Catharines
building the first Church on the

(Please Turn to Page Thirty-Four)
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THE PROGRAMME OF THE TEN DAYS OF THE
(CENTENNIAL FESTIVAL (OCT. 31—NOV. 10, 1935) AS
ANNOUNCED IN "THE STANDARD" OF OCT. 19, 1935.

Programmes and invitations to

the centennial celebration of St.

George's Church have been sent out

to members of the congregaion. The
special services and other gather-

ings which will form part of the

celebration will bring to St. Cath-

arines such dignitaries of the

Church of England as Most Rev. D.

T. Owen, Archbishop of Toronto

and Primate of all Canada; Rt. Rev.

L. W. B. Broughall, Bishop of

Niagara; Rt. Rev. Robert J. Reni-

son, Toronto; and Very Rev. C. E.

Riley, Dean of Niagara.

The opening day of the com-
memoration of the laying of the

cornerstone of the present church

will be on Thursday, October 31,

when Holy Communion will be

celebrated at 7.30 a.m. On that

evening a special centennial service

will be held with Most Rev. D. T.

Owen as the preacher. The book of

remembrance will be dedicated at

this service.

On Friday evening, November 1,

Holy Communion will be celebrated

at 7:30 and 10 a.m., and at eight

o'clock in the evening, Rt. Rev. L.

W. B. Broughall will preach at the

formal re-opening of the Church of

the Good Shepherd.
The dedication of the credence

and transept pews of St. George's

by Bishop Broughall will take place

at the morning service on Sunday,

November 3, at which the Bishop

will preach. On Sunday afternoon,
November 3, the Bishop will formal-
ly unveil and dedicate the stone
marking the first churchyard at St.

Paul iand Yates Streets. At the
centennial service in the evening
Dean Riley, rector of St. George's
from 1926 to 1933, will preach.

The centennial reception is to be
held in the Collegiate auditorium
on Monday, November 4, when the
speaker will be Rt. Rev. Robert J.

Renison, rector of St. Paul's Church,
Toronto. Music and songs of a

century ago will form part of the
programme
The final services will be held on

Sunday, November 10. The morning
service will be devoted to the com-
memoration of the laying of the

cornerstone in 1835 by St. George's
Masonic Lodge, No. 15. The present
members of the lodge will attend

the service at which Rev. Willis G.
James, rector of St. Thomas' Church
and chaplain of the lodge, will

preach. In the evening an Armistice
Dav service will be held.

The limited accommodation has
made it necessary to restrict ad-
mission to the opening service on
Thursday, October 31. and to the
centennial reception at the Col-
legiate on Monday, November 4, to

those holding tickets. Forms en
which application may be made for

tickets are attached to the invita-

tions which have been sent out.

Continued From Page Thirty-Three

hillside of the Twelve Mile Creek,

about the year 1796.

To the memory of their successors

who in 1835 began the building of

a new and larger Church and

named it for St. George
And to the memory of the suc-

(Continued From Page Thirteen)

that, simply and naturally, they

might lead the worship of the larger

group. We look back to these early,

ceeding generations of men. women
and children who have enlarged and
sustained the fabric completed and
enriched the furnishings, and blessed
the building oy their prayers and
praises, and who now dwell in the

mansions prepared Dy our Saviour
Christ Jesus for the blessed com-
pany of all faithful people.

formative days, paying a warm and
thankful tribute to our fathers-in-

the-faith, and utter a fervent prayer
that we may be given strength and
grace "to follow in their train."






