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PAR L IAME NTS have been wont to take up fome fpace at the firfr. Meetings, •

to fettle the Houfe, and to determine of "Unlawful Elections , and in th is y,m nt rhey

never had greater caufe to be Circumfpe<ft, than at this time : For by' an Abufe 1

'

lately crept in, there is introduced a Cuftortie, which if it be not feen and prevent-

ed; will be a great derrogation of the Honour , and a weakning of the power of your

Houfe, where the Law giveth a freedom to Corporations, to Elect Burgdtes, and forbid-

deth any indireftcourfe tobetaken intheit Elections* many of the Corporations are fo

bale minded, and timerous, that they will not hazard the Indignation of a Lord Lieute-

nants Letter, who underhand flicks not to Threaten them, if he hath not the Election of

the Burgeffes, and not they therafelves.

And commonly thofe that the Lords recommend, arefiich as defire it for Protection,

or are fo ignorant of the place they ferve for, as that there being occafionto fp::nIcof the

Corporation, for which they are chofen, they have asked their Neighbours fitting by,

whether it were a Sea, or a Land Town ?

The next thing that is required, is, Liberty ofSpeech, ivithout which Parliaments have
little force or power -, Speech begets doubts, and Refolves them ; and doubts in Speech-

es beget understanding ^ He that doubts much, asketh often, and learns-much •, and 'he

that fears the worlt; fooneft prevents a mifchief.

This priviledge of Speech, is antiently granted by the Teftimony of' Phillip Comims, a

ftranger, who preferrs our Parliaments, and the Freedom of the Subject in them , above
all other Aflemblies -, which Freedom, if it be broken or diminifhed * is negligently loft

fjnee the Days of Cowhitu.

If Freedom of Speech fhould be prohibited, when Men with modefty make repetition

of the Grievances and Enormities of the Kingdom •, when Men lhall deli're Reformation
of the wrongs and injuries committed, and have no relation of evil thoughts to His Ma-
jefty, but with open heart and zeal exprefs their dutiful and reverent refpect t'd hini and
his Service: I fay, if this kind of Liberty of Speech be not allowed in time of Parliaments,
they will extend no fartther than to Quarter-Seflions \ and their Meetings and Ailembbes
will be unneceflary, for all means of diforder new crept in , and all Remedies and Re-
dreiTes will b'e quite taken away..
As it is no manners to conteft with the King in his Election of his Councellors and Ser-

vants, (for Kings obey no Men, but their Laws,) fo were it a great Negligence, and part

ofTreafon, for a Subject not to be free in Speech againit the Abufes,: Wrongs and Off bi-
tes, that may be occasioned by perfons in Authority. What Remedy can be expected from
a Prince to a Subject, if the Enormities in his Kingdom Be concealed from him : Or'what
King fo Religious and juft in his own Nature, that may not hazard the lofs of the Hearts
of his Subjects, without this Liberty ofSpeech in Parliament ? Forfuch is the misfortune
of molt Princes, and fuch is the unhappinefs of Subjects where Kings Affections arc -fl-tled,'

and their Loves fo far tranfported to promote Servants, as!they only truft and crccttt what
they lhall inform. : 3 MflI*i'*JJlKl : Jtow fW
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jis Cafe* what Subject darts Complain/ or what Subje&darcs contradict the words
lions 6f Inch a Servant , it ir he noc Warranted hy Freedom of a Parliament , they

ith H mility .-' lor nothing ohtaineth Favour \s icha King, fo much as diligent

lureft and fajeft wav ofctwixt the King and his people, which hath leaft Randal of
icy i is, with indifference, and Integrity andlincerity, to examine the Griev-

Mflf the Kingdom, without touching theperlon oiam Alan, further than the Caufe
ththcOccalion r For otherwilc, you lhall Gonteit with him thac hath'the Princes
open to t .... Ncnto hisinchanting Tongue ; he informs fecretly, when you fhall not

to] ;opfes, he will caft your defcrved Malice againlt him, to your Contempt
cK . . . a1 lo will make the Prince the Ihicld of his Revenge.

lhcle arc the Snifter practifesof fuch Servants to deceive their Soveraigns , when our
Grievances (hail be Authentically proved, and nude manifclt to the World by your pains
to Examine, and Freedom to Speak. No Prince can be fo affectionate to a Servant , or
fuch an Enemy to himfelf, as not to admit of this indifferent proceeding : If his fervices

t c allowable and oocxi, they will appear with Glory, if bad, your Labour iliall deferve
thanks both of Prince and Countr >

.

W hen Juftice lhall thus flune, people will be animated to ferve their King with Integri-

tv , for they are naturally inclined to imitate Princes in good and bad.

1 he Words of Gcem will then appear, That M.dicious andcvilMcn m*ke Princes poor,

and one perfect goi-dAim is abl: to wake a Renin rich.

There is no Remedy left for mif-rcports, but a freedom of Speech in Parliament. For
there is no Wile Man that fpeaks, but knows what, and when to fpeak, and how to hold
his peace. Whilft Subjects Tongues arc tyed, for fear they may reach him a rap whofe
Confcience crys Guilty ; the King and his people are kept from vnderfbanding one ano-
ther •, the Enemy is heartned abroad, and the malignant numour of Difcontentment nou-
rifhed at home , and all for one who is like a Dragon, that bites the Ear of the Elephant,
becaufe he knows the Elephant cannot reach him with his Trunk •, and Princes are abufed

by falfe Reports whifpered in their Ears by Sycophants and Flatterers.

Dt$gencs being asked what Beaft bitforeft ? anfwered , OfWild Beajls the Back-biter i

ef Tame the Flatterer.

Now to defcend to Grievances which are of two kinds ; fome concerning the Kingdom'
in general, fome in particular, which have relation to the general.

Grievances in general, are fo many in number, as will ferve for every Member of the

Houfe to prefent two a piece to your Views : and I will prefume fo far to rank my felf

with you, as to tender the number ofTwo unto your Confideration.

My rtrlt Complaint is of Titles of Honour ; and in Two Kinds.

Firft, In refpect of the parties themfelves , their Eftates and Parentage. -

Secondly, In refpect of the manner of their attaining thereunto , which is Mercenary^

Bafe, and Corrupt, which in Reafon ihould not hold : for by Law the Confideration is

unlawful.

Trajanus commended Plutarch for his Precepts in School, when he Taught that Men
fnould Labour to deferve Honour, but avoid thegetting of it bafely : for if it were Reputation

to have it by Defert, it were Infamy to buy it for Money. In that Age where Rich Men
were Honoured, Good Men were Defpifed.

Honour is not to be valued according to the vulgar opinion of Men, but prized and e-

fteemed as the Sir-name of Virtue, ingendred in the mind ; and fuch Honour no King can

give, or Money can purchafe. He thatwillftriveto be more Honourable than others,

muft abandon Palfion, Pride, and Arrogancy -, fo that his Virtue may mine above others.

For Honour confilts not in the Title of a Lord, but in the opinion people have of their

Virtue , for it is much more Honour to deferve, and not to have , than to have it , and

not deferve it.

There is one of Three things, that commonly caufeth Mans Advancement , Defert,

Favour , and Power.

The firft makes a Man worthy of it, the other Two are but Abufes : for Favour is but

a blind Fortune, an Ounce of which at Court, is better than a pound of Wifdom : For-

tune never favoureth, but rbttereth ; lfie never promifeth, but in the endlhe deceiveth ;

lhe never raifeth, but fhe caiteth down again. And this Advancement is meeter to be cal-
1

led Luck, than Merit.

That Honour that is compafled by power, take* unto it felf Liberty, anddefiresnotto

be governed by Wifdom, but Force. It knows not what it defireth, nor hath a feeling of

any Injury : It is neither moved with fwcet Words, nor pittiful Tears ; fuch Men leave?

not to do evil, becaufe they have a defire to it, but when their power faileth to do it.

The true Honour among the honourableft, is, where Fortune cafts down, where there is

no fault : but it is Infamy where Fortune raifeth, where there is no Merit.

Examine
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Examifle the ftate andcondition of Men raifed to Honour thefe Twenty Years pair, and

whether it be Defert, Favour, or Power that hath preferredthem.

Enter into the Mifctiiefthe Kingdom hath fufFered, and doth fufter by it, and the canfe

of his Majefties great Wants will foon appear : If you coiled with your felves how many
hungry Courtiere^ave been raifed to the higheft top of Honour.

After this Examine their Princely Expence in thefe Twenty Years, their Eftates in pre-

fent, and what is reqtiifite to maintain them in their future degrees of Honour , to them-

felves and their polterity,and you fhall find His Majefties Annual Revenues confumed and

fpent upon thofe unworthy perfons. Befidesthe impairing and impoverifhing the State,

it brings with it the contempt of greatnefs and Authority, it breeds an inward malice in

Gentlemen better deferving oftheir Country, and better able to maintain the degree of

Honour without charge to King or Kingdom, and whofe Houfesand Alliances may better

challenge it than the beft of them.

The Character of a Covetous Man is, That he getteth his Goods with Care, and En-
vy of his Neighbours, with Sorrow to his Enemies, with Travel to his Body , with Grief

to his Spirit, with Scruple to his Confcience , with Danger to his Soul , with Suit to his

Children , and Curfe to his Heirs : His defire is to live Poor, and to dye Rich •, but as

thefe Vices are made Vertues, even fo is he honoured for them with Titles of Nobility.

When Phillip the Second* King of Spain, entred with Arms upon his Kingdom of Por-

tugal, and tho' with his Sword he might have made fitting Laws; yet were there fome
few Priviledges which the Portugals belbught they might enjoy, one whereofwas , That

.. the King would make no Unworthy Per fon Noble, or without their Approbation, which
_ was granted them, and to this day they hold their Freedom, which keeps that Kingdom

in the ancient State, Honour, and Dignity •, (that is to fay) two Dukes , one Marquefs,
-: and eighteen Earls : And thus much for the point of Honour*
n The fecond Grievance I will recommend to your view is , The Carriage of our Wars ;

the excefiive Charges vainly fpent therein, the Unworthinefs ofthe People imployed, the

Grave and Experienced neglected, the Defigns not warranted by Reafon and Direction,

and the Executions worfe performed ; with many other Circumftances that depend upon
it.

** I mull crave leave to declare the Property and Condition of ImpoftureS, and deceivers

of Prince*.

Abufers of Princes are they that perfwade them to War , to become Poor when they
may live in Peace, and become Rich j when they may be Loved; caufe them to be hated

;

when they may enjoy their Lives furely, put them in hazard of Crofs Fortune ralhly
5

And laftly, having neceflity to ufe their Subjects
, put them into that neceflity , as they

reftife to do for Him : All this is the Pride ofthe Perfwader, as Socrates faith.

The firft Leflening of the Greatnefs of the Roman Empire, was by the Infolence of
Souldiers -, and the firft railing of the Ottoman Houfe ,. was by Permiffion and Conniving
at his Army.

England with fmall Charge, can raife what Men His Majefty pleafethto command, and
that iuddenly,and Difcharge them again without trouble or charge as quickly. England

wants no good and able men if His Majefty had occafiontoufethem. The Wife men of
England would have thought Two or Three hundred Thoufand pounds better fpared,

than thus waftfully Confumed, and Diforders committed ; we may compute it to that

Sura, and yet keep our felves within compafs : And notwithstanding, the want ofMoney,
and the ways to Exact it on the Subject, is all the Song now fung ! He that fees and com-
plains ofthe Evil managing of things, is either ImprifonM, Banifh'dthe Court, or cen-

fiir'd for a Difcontent.

There is no Englijh-mzn but knoweth the Heart of every other true Englijh-mM, and
with one confent will all obey our Prince, and to his Perfon we owe all due Reverence •,

and we may truly fay, no King is more happy in Subjects for their Love, nor no Subjects

readier to ferve their King with their Purfes and Perfons j nor never people were better

bleft with a King. orn

Falfe Informers andMifguidersofgood Kings are much more Perilous, than if Princes

ihemfelves were Evil ; for commonly as Worms breed fooneft in fofc and fweet Wood^
fo are the beft Natures, inclined to Honour and Juftice, fooneft abufed by falfe Flatterers.

The Evil they commit under the Authority of good Princes , is accounted as done by
the Prince himfelf ; but commonly fuch people in the end pay for it •, for he that defires

hot to do Good, cannot be Wife, but will fall into four thoufand Follies.

One of the firft Propofitions made to the Houfe, will be for Money to Support His

Majefties vaft Expence at this time, that the Enemy threatens Thunder againft the King-i

dom. Your often Alarums upon fuch pretences, may.make you now too lecure ; for true

it is, that the laft Parliament, Books were publiihed qf Invincible preparations, intended

againft us, and nothing came ofit. But beware that you be not deceived by an Old fay-

ing*
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1} tcllsEyes , he is not nrllul when he fpeaks Truth ; for cer-

. . [power and gunnels of another Enemy.
' give For your own lakes, tjiatfo you may boil-re to enjoy what

.;>i for akns fnko, tomaintain his G rearm fs and State ; and ibr your
-

; h om Oppreilion of i lie Enemy , hut withal, you ought to Jay
n the Condition or the Kingdom, and to (hew thai; your Nei unot rmiparalcl

. wayourDefireS;, that your minds will he tarried with a ivillingnefs
,ear 1 hinds will keep back yQUrHearcs for want of Ability to give,

i •• -
,.• l ributeoftl i< .told them he brought two Gods with

that is to lay , Pa
fj | ., 1 ivy anfwered, that thty had two other

their Con..-.
, ,

both great ar.J pawersi^ , whicji were . ...•. ,w aud Impojfibiliiy,

\ fed tnera from giving.

\\ t iv .v trui
.
laj , 1

' hath lb placed and Sealed this Iile of BmU'id , that,
nothing hut Evil

_

Comic iUaahnrt it. Buttruqitis, Advice that is nut warranted from
\\ n. Men* may, prove more forcible and perilous thaiuhe power of an Enemy,

f rellcth us, Thaj Jir pr.ijhctbth.n t.ikrthnot Council.

VKingofthc hafuh ?clho.w a Kingdom mmbr ever Hand, and was anfwer-
t . bwow i>s, If a hii\ taif Couniel of Wife Ho.ic;l men, and they fpeak freely

;
'o |«ftk€ l!prigh;ly.

There *as in. .or Cenfor ihrtt Judged, Senator that Ordered , Empcrour that Com-
manded, Council that Executed, Orator that perfwaded, nor any other Mortal man, but
lbmctimcshe committed Er.ors,and deferved either blame or punilhmcnt for his Mif-
tkhi gs. and if lie vycrc \\ 'ill, delired Ad\ he what to do.

St. Gregory faith, No man can give fo faithful Council as hc-whp loves one more than
his Gifts-, Then who are or can be ib tnu Coo ,hocp NoV.-King, asaHoufe
of Commons that h.ath no Relation to a Kings Gift, but only to his Honour, ftourifhing

Eh. '.re and fafcty f,

Thi> is the time to amend Evil Counfels pal! , and to let Evil Counfellours fee their

Errors.

This is the time for all men to put to their helps, fome with their Hands to Fight, o-
thers with their Advice to Counfel ; and for my Advice it is this :

Tb.it you frefent to Jhs A(.:jejiy in all Hiimblchefs
,
your Willing mind and hearts , to

Repair and jit to Sex} His M.ijefttes Navy, ycur files to have power to make them able

and Serviceable, with the advice of Experienced Aicn that yon may tall unto you. This is

a matter of great Importance at this prcilnt for the fafety of the King, Realm, and

Subject j for the ftrength of the Kingdom much depends upon this Bulwark, which we
may well term The Walls of England.

His Majeftywill find himfelf much cafed by jt, bufinefTes lhall be carriedwithout his

trouble or care. Money lhall not be fought for to thac end, but provided by you, His
Majelly may difpofeof the reft cf*his Revenue at hispleafure.

By your Frugality and Husbandry, His Majefty lhall have occafion to judge of things

pair, of yours in prcfent , and hereafter it will ferve for a prefident to walk after ; it

will ftop the motuh> of Malignant Tongues , that inform His Majefty of the unwilling-

pcfc of die- Subject to e i ve , and it will make it apparent , that their true Grief is not in

the matter of giving, but tc fee the Evil Imploying of it when it is given.

Jf any manihall pervert this gcod meaning and motion of yours, and inform His
Majefty, XTtS a Derogation from his Honour to 'yield to his Subjetts upon Conditions. His

Majefty dial! ha\egood caufcto prove fuch mens eyes malicious and Unthankful , and

thereby to difprove them in all their other Actions : For what can it lefibn the Reputa-

tion of a prince whom the Subject only and wholly obeyeth, that a Parliament which His

Majefty doth acknowledge to hediis highelt Council, fhould advife him, and he follow the

adviec of fuch a Council i W i.at dishonour rather were it to be advifed and ruled by

one Counfellour alone, againit whom there is juft exception taken of the whole Com-
mon-Wealth i

Marcus Portiorfahh, That that Common-wealth is Everlafting,where the Prince feeks

tCKget Obedience and Love, a.nd the Subjects/to gain the affection of the Prince •, and

that Kingdom is Unhappy where their prince is ferved out of ends and hope of Reward,

aodhath no other aflurtmcc of them but their Service.
, j
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London. Printed for B. T. itf8i. .
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